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BY MARGARET E, SANGSTER, 


NCE more the yearly miracle 
Is wrought before our eyes, 
And over all the wakening earth 
A tender beauty lies,— 
A rapt expectance of desire, 
Where soon the pomp shall be 
Of drifting blossoms, rolling far 
Like billows of the sea. 
Fair Spring, she comes with lilies pale, 
Like vestal virgins white 
Who hear the bridegroom and the bride, 
And meet them in the nigh® 
Fair Spring, she bears a seal divine ; 
For, on her shining way, 
She gives the world her Eden back, 
On every Easter-day. 
Our hearts that waited at the door, 
Of Joseph’s guarded tomb, 
Exalted are, in wond’rous joy, 
Above their grief and gloom. 
For oft as Easter’s morning light 
Along the sky is poured, 
We hail the Prince of endless life, 
Our mighty, risen Lord. 
No bond of death could bold him fast, 
Or stone could shut bim in,— 
The sinless One, who laid him down, 
The sacrifice for sin. 
In mortal weakness we forget 
How strong our souls should be, 
Since Christ has risen, aud we are his 
For all eternity. 








Still waits for every asking heart 
A bliss to be revealed, 

And lips, by sorrow’s pallid kiss 
Too long in silence sealed, 

Shall join the sweet ecstatic strain 
W hich Easter-bells repeat ; 

While far above, the ransomed bow 
In gladoess at his feet. 

O risen Christ! we, crucified 
Upon thy cross with thee ; 

We, lifted, blessed, and glorified, 
With thee, on thrones shall be. 

Our Easter anthems sweep the world 
In one exulting tide, 

For thou art Love, and thou art Life, 
Dear Love, for us that died. 


THE TRUE IMPORT OF EASTER 
BY DANIEL R, GOODWIN, D.D. 

it fact of our Saviour’s resurrection is continually 

asserted or assumed in the New Testament, as pre- 
dicted by himself, witnessed by his disciples, and furn- 
ishing the ground of Christian life and comfort and 
hope. It was unhesitatingly and universally received as 
a fixed and fundamental fact by aJl Christian antiquity. 
It was not denied, at least not directly, by even the 
wildest heretics of the primitive ages. It was, indeed, 
indirectly, and sometimes perhaps unwittingly, denied ; 
as by the Docet~ and the Gnostics; for, if the true 











away, of course, his resurrection disappears with them. 
It was also denied by implication, as early as the time 
of the apostle Paul, by those who denied in general the 
resurrection of the dead. But nothing can show more 
clearly than does St. Paul's argument with these errorists, 
how universally believed, and, at the same time, how 
fundamental this doctrine, or this fact, was and was held 
to be in his time. For how does he refute those who 
say there is no resurrection of the dead? “ If Christ be 
preached that he rose from the dead, how say some among 
you that there is no re:urrection of the dead? But if there 
be no resurrection of the dead, then is Carist not risen ?”’ 
Now to make anything of this argument, it must be as- 
sumed that this fact of Christ’s resurrection was admitted 
on all sides, and so firmly believed that it could be ap- 
pealed to as a means of confuting obstinate error. And 
lest any, in their arguments to make good their denial 
of the resurrection in general, should be tempted to deny 
this doctrine, the apostle immediately proceeds to show 
the essential and fundamental character of this great 
fact of Christ’s resurrection. For he adds, “If Christ be 
not risen then is our preaching vain; and your faith is 
also vain; yea, and we are found false witnesses of God, 
because we have testified of God, that he raised up 
Christ, whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead 
rise not.” 

But it may be asked, what is meant by Christ’s resur- 
rection? It is meant that his body and soul, having 
been separate] by death,—the body being laidin the 
grave and the soul haviog descanded into Hades,—they 
were afterwards reunited, so that the body was re-anima- 
ted, and the soul re-embodied, and thus he came forth 
from the tomb a living man. The body that rose from 
the dead was the same body that had been stretched 
upon the cross and laid in Joseph’s tomb. One of the 
first evidences or indications of the resurrection was the 
fact that the body had disappeared from the sepulchre. 
“They found not the body of the Lord Jesus.” And 
when they wondered at his disappearance, the angels ex- 
plained it by saying, “ He is not here, he is risen. Why 
seek ye the living among the dead?” And the evidence 
vouchsafed to the doubting Thomas went directly to 
show that the risen body of Jesus was the very same that 
had hung upon the cross. It was nota phantom. It 
was not aspirit. It had flash and bones. It could be 
seen and handled. It could eat and drink. 

Yet it was not the same body as before in all its con- 
stitution and character, and remaining entirely un- 
changed. It was not just like the bodies of the apostles 
around him, [1 was not like the mortal bodies of mortal 
men. It was not likethe body with which Lazarus came 
out of his grave todie again. It was an immortal, a 
spiritual body. It was the sams body as before, but 
changed and re-constituted, transfused and transformed 
by a new essence and character, and fitted for higher and 
spiritual purposes. The corruptible had put on incor- 
ruption, and the mortal had put on immortality. It was 
flesh and bones, which could be seen and touched, and 
which, again, could become invisible and impalpable. 
It could appear in its origioal form, and it could assume 
other forms at pleasure. Christ suddealy appeared in 
the midst of his disciples when the doors were shut whtre 
they were assembled: and then he appeared in another 
form to two of them as they were going into the country ; 
and then vanished out of their sight. We conclude, 
therefore, that Christ’s resurrection body was at once the 
identical body that was laid in the tomb, and that spirit- 
ual body, ia whose likeness his followers shall be raised 
at the last day. 

“The third day he rose from the dead.” Christ was 
crucified on the day before the S.bbath, that is, on the 
sixth day of the week, or Friday; and he rose from the 
dead on the first day of the week, or Sunday, which was 
the third from his crucifixion. And hence, in remem- 
brance and honor of his glorious resurrection, this day of 
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the week has ever been cbserved among Christians as 

their weekly festival, a day of holy s lemuity and r- lig- 
ious joy. It did not at oace displace the Jewish S.b- 
bath, but grew into use by the side of it, as the Christian 

Sabbath, until at length the Jewish was entirely disused 
and discarded. It received this distinction and honor in 
accordance with apostolic practice and in pursuance, it 
is not unlikely, of the express instructions of the L ord of 
the Sabbath himself. During the forty days that elapsed 
between his resurrection and ascension, Christ was seen 
of his disciples from time to time and “spoke to 
them of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.” 
What particular instructions he thus gave them neither 
St. Luke nor the apostles have seen fit to record, but 
some precept in regard to the celebration of the first day 
of the week as a holy day may not improbably have been 
among them. This we knew from St. John’s Gospel, 
that Jesus appeared to his assembled disciples the same 
day that he rose from the dead, being the first day of 
the week, and again “eight days’ afterwards, when 
Thomas also was with them. This, too, was the first day 
of the week, for “ eight days” is often put for a week.in 
Scripture language as it is still in the modern French 
and in other modern tongues. A!so we know that the 
apostles and early Christians were accustomed to meet 
together on the first day of the week to celebrate the 
Holy Communion. It is spoken of as a marked day, a 
day of especial religious observance among Christians 
in St. Paul’s first Epistle tothe Corinthians. It is desig- 
nated as “the Lord’s day” by S:. John in the Apoca- 
lypse, in which day he was “in the Spirit.” 

But now it is to be observed that whatever authority 
or command we have for celebrating the first day of the 
week as a commemoration of Christ’s resurrection, we 
have substantialy the same authority and command for 
celebrating the annual Easter in commemoration of the 
same great event, viz: apostolic tradition and universal 
primitive usage. We have no express command in 
Scripture for either. And an express precept from the 
Lord would seem to be more necessary in the case of 
Sunday than in the case of Easter; for that involves a 
change of an existing institution founded on divine com- 
mand ; while this is the mere introduction of a new in- 
stitution, called for by a new and most momentous 
event, the completion of the work of redemption—an 
event incomparably greater and more glorious than was 
the completion of the six day’s work of creation,—but 
displacing no former institution, except so far as the 
Feast of Easter may be considered as a substitute for the 
Jewish Passover. Indeed, so great was the importance 
attached by the Primitive church to the keeping and 
right keeping of Easter, that, when some différences had 
arisen between diffsrent and distant churches as to the 
mode of determining the day which should be so cele- 
brated, the most strenuous efforts were made by the one 
party to bring the other into conformity with its views ; 
and, when those efforts failed, they even went so far as 
to excommunicate one another as heretics. What would 
they have thought of Christians who should not have 
celebrated Easter at all? 

It becomes us, then, as Christians, to regard the Lord’s 
day as the happiest and holiest day in the week, and 
thankfully to keep it with religious affection for re- 
ligious purposes; and to welcome Easter as the hap- 
piest and holiest day in the year; for they both re- 
mind us,—the former with greater frequency and 
loving familiarity, the latter with greater emphasis and 
more jubilant solemnity,—of the same glorious event, 
an event on which the eternal destiny of man was sus- 
pended, an event which brought life and hope and joy 
to the world. 

Are we not prone, in these modern times and in these 
evil days, to think less of the resurrection of Christ than 
we ought? I will not say that we think too much of 
his death—by no means,—but do we not think too little 
of his life? I will not say that we think too much of 
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him who was delivered for our offences; but do we not 
think too little of him who was raised again for our jus- 
tification? Might not the angels still say to many of 
us who habitually look back to Golgotha and the grave, 
and scarcely ever look up to heaven, for our Saviour, 
“ Why seek ye the living among the dead? He is not 
here, he is risen.” If we compare the general current 
of our religious thought, and the general strain of the 
religious instruction we hear, with the tone of recorded 
apostolic preaching and doctrine, shall we not fiad that 
the resurrection of Christ was a much more prominent 
and more constantly present idea with them than with 
us? Does it not sound a little startling, although the 
words are so familiar to us, when we hear the apostle 
declare, “ If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and shall believe in thy heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved’? Are 
we not ready to say, We should not have thought of 
making quite so much of the resurrection as that? And 
is not this prevalent state of the modern Christian mind 
—I say of the really Christian mind—one cf the reasons 
why we are now so much less cheerful and joyous than 
were the early disciples ? 

Let us, therefore, ever remember that the Saviour who 
died for our redemption, now lives for our salvation. 
“ For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to 
God by the death of his Son, much more, being recon- 
ciled, we shall be saved by his life.” ‘‘ He is able to 
save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, 
seeing he ever /iveth to make intercession for them.” 
Let us remember then j yfully, and thankfully remem- 
ber, that we have a present Saviour, a Siviour who not 
only once died for us, but who now and always lives, 
and loves, and reigns, 

MARGIE’S PREPARATION FOR EASTER.} 
BY HOPE LEDYARD. 


T was a large, well-filled echoolroom that Margie Ran- 
som sli)ped into on the Sunday before Easter, some 
years ago. I said slipped ; for, to her teacher’s surprise, 
little Margie, who had never been late since her first in- 
troduction to the schoolroom six months be‘ore, did not 
appear til] just as the door was being closed. 

The child seemed out of place as she sat with five tall, 
well-grown young girls of from fourteen to sixteen, and 
Mis: Kent had often thought that Margie would do bet- 
ter with girs of ber own age; but on hinting this to her, 
once, Margie’s eyes filled, and with a pleaciog look she 
said, “Pieass let me stay; Lucy is my friend, and she 
helps me with the lessons.” And so, as Lucy Mitchell, 
Miss Kent’s oldest scholar, seemed to watch over the little 
one, Margie was allowed to remain. 

Tais Sunday morning Miss Kent was talking to her 
scholars of the coming Easter-tide, and incii\ing them to 
earnest study through the week of the Saviour’s last days 
of suffering, so that they might realize the joy of the 
disciples when they learned that Christ had risen from 
the dead. ‘ My dear girls, deny yourselves some plea- 
sure or indulgence this week, in remembrancs of wha' 
he did for you, and your hearts will be more in unison 
with Easter joy.” 

As Miss Kent walked home, she thought of her words 
again, and, remembering little Margie, asked herself 
“ Why did I say ‘in unison’? I don’t believe the child 
understood me, and she is so shy, even with Lucy, that 
perbaps she will not ask the meaning of the word.” 

In another street Margie was walking just then, wish- 
ing that Miss Kent knew “all about it”’—how Uacle 
Charles had come home that Sunday morning, and had 
given her a new fi'ty-cent stamp, and talked so long to 
her that she barely escaped being late toechool, “| 
wonder if she knew about the money, whether she would 
think I ought to give it all away. I did so want to buy 
a book-slate; and I never get any money! Mother says 
it’s very hard times ; and that I mustn’t speak of money 
to father. Oh, dear, I would like to really enjoy Easter ; 
to feel that I had remembered him all the week. I wish 
I could teli Miss Kent.” 

The rest of Sunday passed as usual with the little girl. 
Her father and m: ther were not earnest Christian people, 
and thought that they had done their duty when they had 
attended morning service and sent their only child to 
Sunday-sehool. So there was no home talk about the 
day’s teaching. Bat Margie took her Bible and resolved 
to begin her preparation for Easter by reading something 
of what occurred the week before the crucifixion. She 
opened to the Gospel by St. Mark, and read her favorite 
verses about Christ’s invitation to little children; and 
then of the young man who “ went away grieved, for he 
had great possessions.” 

Somehow she could not feel quite comfortable after 
that. She said to herself, “ Well, if I were a man, and 





had great pos-essions, it would be diffrent, but I’ve only 
got fifty cents.” Still, she felt disappointed, after mean- 
ing to b-ginso well, that her Bible reading had not made 
herhappy. Bed time came, and Margie kneeled to pray ; 
and, remembering that God could teach her, and mske 
her willing t»0, she prayed in her simple, childish way, 
* Please, Lord, I feel grieved, like that young man, for 
I’ve fifty cents, and if I must give it away, please make 
me willing and show me how; and give me a happy 
Easter.” 

Margie felt so full of peace and comfort after that, 
that she meant to lie awake a long time; but her eyes 
soon closed and before she knew it she had fallen asleep 
and it was morning. 

Monday and Tuesday went by; but though Margie 
saw no way of using her fifty cents, she did not once 
think of spending it for herself: as she said, years after, 
she had given it to God, and waited. Wednesday after- 
noon, on her way home from school, she saw a little 
girl, very poorly but neatly dressed, walking in front of 
her, crying bitterly. She ran up, and, touching the girl, 
said, “ What’s the matter?’ 

“T’ve lost my money. Mrs. Fittum sent me for some 
lining and thread, and I’ve lost the money, She'll send 
me away. Oh, dear!” and the sobs which had ceased 
for a moment broke out afresh. 

“ How much was it ?” 

“ Fifty cents.” 

* Have you looked for it well?” 

“Oh, yes; but I don’t know how far I walked after I 
dropped it. I didn’t miss it till after I got to the store.” 

Margie thought a moment, and said to herself, “Is 
this the way it must go? I wish I could be sure.” She 
looked at the poor girl, and saying, ‘‘ Wait one minute 
and I’jl help you,” turned away and took out her pocket - 
book, and looking for a moment at the single stamp in 
it, “ Dear Lord, bless this money, and love me, and this 
little girl too.” 

It was avery bright face that looked into the poor 
girl’s swollen eyes and said, “‘ Here’s fifty cents that I’ve 
been keeping for you, I guess. And, please, do you go 
to Sunday school ?” 

The girl looked amazed at the question and the gift, 
but said, “I used to go to Sunday-school when we lived 
in the country ; but I don’t know any one here. But, 
O miss, I want to pay you this back if only I can see you 
again,” 

“You needn't worry about paying me back; I guess 
that money was waiting for you; only I do wish you 
would come to my Sunday-school with me. Do you 
know ivs Exster next Sunday? See, I live in that 
house,” pointing to her home, not far off; “will you 
come and go with me?” 

“ Oh, I'll come, miss, next Sunday; but I must run 
now. I do thank you so for the money.” 

Margie ran home, feeling bright and happy, making 
herself, as her father declared, a sunb+am to them all. 

The week passed. Each day Margie read slowly and 
carefully some part of the story of Christ’s sufferings and 
death til), as on Saturday night, she thought of him lying 
in the grave, and of the jy his dieciples felt when they 
saw him risen. She realized it all, as only a child who 
has lived near Christ and denied herself from love to 
him can, 

The little girl whom she had befriended came in good 
time the following Sanday, and Margie’s happy face was 
a sight worth seeing as she proudly led in her first re- 
cruit. It was only the beginning of a good work with 
Margie; but she never forgot her “ First Easter,” as she 
called it, ’ 

Miss Kent never knew, perhaps, how well little Margie 
had understood her words, and how truly the child’s heart 
was “in unison” with the Easter rej icings. Is it not so 
with many teaches? Let us sow the seed, trusting that 
it will spring up and bear fruit. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORK IN VIRGINIA. 
BY THE BEV. J. T. WHITLEY, 





T is said to be a custom of Virginians to brag about 
the old Mother of States upon every occasion. With- 
out expressing an opivion upon the propriety of this in- 
discriminate boasting, I think the Sunday-school labor- 
ers of this commonwealth can justly claim an honorable 
place among those who are training the young fur Christ 
aud heaven. A stranger, judging of the religious activ- 
ity of our people by the published statistics set forth at 
the late Sunday School Convention of ali denomina- 
tions, would place Virginia low down on the list of 
states. But those statistics were undoubted. y among the 
most meagre and unreliable ever collected, and do not 
represent the real condition of the cause in this state. 
This meagreness was due to the fact that, while there 





has been much activity in Sa bath-school work all over 
the state, there has been no concerted m>vement among 
the denominations, and no plan for the collection of 
statistics, 

In fact, as already indicated, Virginia Christians have 
never been laggards ia this work. The children are 
gathered into schoo!s from the mountains to the sea- 
shore and taught of Jesus; while thousands of mature 
men and women have banded themselves into Bible- 
classes, and may be seen from Sabbath to Sabbath earn- 
estly prosecuting the study of the oracles of God. It is 
to be doubted waether there is a city in America which 
can show so large a proportion of its population in the 
Sunday school as Richmond ; while Petersburg, Norfolk, 
Lynchburg, Portsmouth, Scaunton, and other cities and 
towns, are swarming with workers in this great cause. 
Several of the cities have denominational Sabbath-sehool 
unions, while Richmond, in addition to these denomi- 
national societies, has a union of all denominations for 
common inspiration. The traveler through the rural 
districts will find schools thickly scattered among the 
people, who, as a general thing, avail themselves of the 
advantages thus proffered. Indeed, a prominent lawyer 
and Sunday-school worker in R'chmond, who has exten- 
sive acquaintance throughout the state, emphatically as- 
serts that Virginia is fully abreast of the foremost state 
in the Union in the number and activity of its Sunday- 
schools. 

So much in justice to the real merits of the state. On 
the other hand, it is undeniable that in methods of work 
we in Virginia are behind some of the more northern - 
states. While we have Sunday-schools everywhere, and 
people in them willing to instruct and to be instructed, 
and while in some of the cities much proficiency has been 
reached in the art of conducting schools, yet some of the 
city schools, and nearly all of the country schools, are 
far behind in those improved methods of management 
and study which make the schools in some localities so 
attractive and efficient. 

1. We need a siate organization, True there was a large 
and enthusiastic convention of representative workers of 
all denominations in Richmond Jast October. Further- 
more, there is an executive committee of sixty-two mem- 
bers, charged with the duty of “ gathering statistics, ar- 
ranging for future conventions, and by any and all such 
means as they shail deem advisable, to help the further- 
ance of the Sunday-school cause in Virginia.” But this 
is not equal to a compact organization with state officers, 
a constitution, a bureau of statistics, a general superin- 
tendent, and couaty organizations in the various coun- 
ties of the commonwealth. For such an organization 
some of the most emiaeat workers contended at the 
Richmond convention; but the proposition met with so 
much opposition that it was withdrawn. It is hoped 
that Virginia workers will yet thoroughly organize 
themselves for a wider extension of the benefits of the 
Sunday-school. 

2. We need more normal-classes, teachers’ institutes, 
and teachers’-meetiogs. Perhsps we are not a peculiar 
people in this respect; but there is certainly needed a 
more thorough, general, and special preparation on the 
part of teachers for uaf»iding God’s Word. There may 
be a normal-class in the state; if so, I have never seen it 
nor heard of it. There has not been a teachers’ institute 
held in the state for nearly or quite five years past, 
Teachers’-meetiags are held; but they are rare indeed 
out-ide of the larger cities, Would that some of the in- 
spiration of our brethren in other sections on this par- 
ticular subject were felt ia this latitude. 

8. We in Virginia and throu shout the South need a 
more extensive diffusion of Sabbath-school literature 
among us. There are quite a number of good papers 
devoted to this subject published south of the Potomac ; 
but, with a few exceptions, they are poorly patronized, 
and their efforts crippled for want of support. So far as 
Iam aware, there are only two Suaday-school papers 
published in the state: The Children’s Friend, of Rich- 
mond, and The Little Christiu, of Suffolk. The Baptists 
generally patronize Kind Words, of Macon, Georgia, or 
The Young Reaper, of Pailadelphia. Tne Methodists 
take the periodicals published at Nashville, Teanessee. 
Ic would be a great blessing if every school in the stste 
were liberally supplied with god periodicals, like those 
mentioned above; and it would be a grand thing if 
every superintendent and every teacher amorg us had 
Tue Sunpay Scuoou Times. If THe Times will send 
an agent down here to canvass the state and make every 
teacuer subscribe, it will not only replenish its own 
purse, but coafer a lastirg benefit upon our whole people. 

These reflections are off.red in no spirit of fulsome eu- 
logy on the one hand, nor of captious criticism on the 
other. Notwithstanding her lack of modern methods 
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and apparatus, Virginia is doing well in Sab>ath-+chool 

labor; ard, although she is doing well. she might do 

better by the persistent united efforts of all her people. 
Windsor, Va. 





FASTER OFFERINGS. 
( The Lord hath need of them.”—Matt. 21 : 8.] 
BY MARY B. DONGE 


\ HAT eha!l we offer of gift to day— 
What treasure that Christ will heed? 
What on Love's altar is best to layv— 
Of what can the Lord have need ? 


Once rohes and branche? of palm were strewed, 
While thrilled was the hending sky 

With floods of triumph filling the road 
As the Holy One went by. 


What meed to-day shall leaven the throng 
With faith in the feet we kiss? 

What spreading bloom and pean of song 
Move the question, ‘‘ Who is this?” 


Ob, not the evergreen palm* we wear, 
Or robes in his way we fi ng, 

Or floral gifts that to him we bear, 
Most honor our Lord, the King! 


These gifts are good. but worthier ones 
Lie hidden away beneath, 
And mellow the wor'd as latent suns 
That pierce throrgh the winter's sheath. 


Of such are the childlike trust and peace 
That beam on the Chr stian’s face; 

Of such are the praver’ that never cease 
Till they win a looked-for grace; 


Of such are the helping hand and heart ; 
Of snch is sympathy’s tear; 

Of s7ch is the sou! that knows the art 
To gladden with godly cheer ; 


Of such is the love that upward lifts 
The Church in its onward way : 
Such. such are onr spirits’ priceless gifts 
That the dear Lord needs to-day. 





GOOD RESOLUTIONS. 
BY WILLIAM 8 PLUMER D.D. 

SSM HE road to he'll is paved with good resolutions.” 

I know not who first uttered this alarming sen- 
terce, But it contsins a fearful truth. Vast numbers 
of men go to an undore eternity, who not only rever 
had any purpose of sn doing, but ther actuslly purposed 
the contrary. Yet their good resolutions failed. They 
were not as solemn as they ought to have been. They 
were also made in human strength. The poor sinner. 
who made them, did not know that he had a deceitful 
heart, a wicked world, and a great adversary to contend 
with. He did not know that he kad in himself no might 
to do good, that he was not sufficient as of himself to 
think anything and that he could not even pray ar'ght, 
except as the Holy Spirit enabled him. Thus his reso- 
lutions were not humble, nor did they make lowly him 
who made them On the contrary, they filled his mind 
and heart with folly and vanity. He foolishly supposed 
that he was better for having mate them. Consequently 
he brrke them. The road to hell is paved with good 
resolutions that are broken, not kept. 

The road to heaven is paved with good resolutions, 
with fied purposes, and holy determinations of mind, 
formed under a deep sense of weakness and unwortbi- 
ness, with a pions confidence in the promised aid of 
divine grace, and with a holw fear and jealousy over 
one’s own heart. I can remember when it was boldly 
and unwisely proclaimed that regeneration was nothing 
but a change of the goverii g pu-pose. This was a 
great prectical error. It filled many churches with un 
wor hy members. It begat a very superficial class of 
profesors. Very feware found maintaining this posi- 
tion in our day. In opposing this error some perhaps 
used unguarded exp-essions, makirg the impression that 
pie‘y grew and fl urished without any fix d purposes in 
the heart. Tois was as dangercus as the error it op- 
posed. Where or when did ever a wise man ur dertake 
or sccomplish any great cr good work without a settled 
and deliberate purpose to do s9? Wh ever would be- 
come a scholar, make & crop, or build a house, will na- 
turally fi st form and fix his plan, and then carry it out. 
Life without a purpose is vague and vain. Aim at s me- 
thing and then do your best to accomplish it. Look at 
a few things in the Scripture. 

“And Abram took Sarai, his wife, and Lot, his 
brother’s acn, snd al] their substance that they had 
gathered and the souls that they had gotten in Haran ; 
and they went forth to go inte the land of Canaan; and 
into the land of Canaan they came.” If you do not go 





forth to do a thing, you will haidly doit. Set a practi- 
cable ot j ‘ct befure you, and by God’s blessing you may 
acermplish it. Hear the prodigal: “I will arise and 
go to my father, and will say unto him, f ther, I have 
sinned sgainst heaven, and before thee, and am no more 
worthy to be called thy son; make me as one of thy 
hired servants” This resolution was the result of sad 
experience and sound reflection. I: was humble. It 
was honest, for it is added, “‘Aod he arose and came to 
his tather.” If he bad remained much lo: ger in that 
land of famine, he would bave perished. I. is not ac- 
cord ng to wisdom to d» anything without purposing to 
do it. 

Read the writirgs of David, and see how often and 
how solemnly he resolves to love, and pray, ard praise, 
and «bey the Lord. Could he bave been so emirent a 
servant of the L rd, if he had not been so fully purp: sed 
in his mind? S> far as reason and Scripture speak on 
this eul ject, they distinctly require 

1. That our good resolutions be not hastily or hur- 
riedly taken, but that they be well weighed It is a 
snare unto a man after vows to make inquiry Gd 
abhors all falee preterses, all hollow profersions, Taoink, 
think solemnly and deliberately b-f re you set your 
hand to a covenant even with men. But where the 
transaction is with God we cannot be too jealous of our 
own hearts. He has no pleasure in fo Is, 

2 Any purpese to serve God shculd be sincere, not 
hypocritical ; cheerful, not reluctant; hearty, not formal 
God loves a cheerful giver. The prodigal had a great 
sense of shame, but no reluctance to. return. He took 
bleme to }im-elf, but his hope was that he would at 
least be allowed the place of a hired servant, which was 
more than he deserved, and far better than his present 
condition. 

3 Beware of limiting your resolutions of consecration 
to God. Some are ready to engage to give hm lip- 
service. Ochers seem ready to serve him secretly, and 
as it were by stealth; but they are not ready to witness 
a good confession before many witnesses. Some would 
be willing to engage for a time, but they are not ready 
to serve God all their lives, yea, to all eternity. Ochers 
wish such or such asin spa ed. They say it is a little 
matter. That is not the way. 

Reader, deal not so with God. Give him all; for after 
all, itis but little that you can do for him, who has done 
80 much for you. ‘ 

4 In all your resolutions, keep your cya on the per 
son, work, grace, example, suff-rings, righteousness, 
power, and interce-s on uf Christ. Without him you cau 
do nothing. His blood can cleanse, bit nothing el-+ 
can wssh away the stain of sin. His priestly <¢ ff-rirg 
can avail for remi-sion, but ycur tears cannot | urge away 
atingle sin. He is mighty to save, and you need an 
A'm'ghty Saviour, He is the end of the law for right 
eousness to every one that believeth. He is Alpha and 
Omega. Look to Jesus, 

5. Never forget y.ur dependercs upon the power and 
ind wellirg of God's Spirit. H+ is the holy anointing 
oi], with which humble souls are made kings and prie ts 
unto Gid. We are blind but the H ly S i it is the eye 
salve to open the blind eyes. We are dumo in God’s 
praises, but under his power the tongue of the stam- 
merers shall speik plainly. We aresad and despondent 
in good thirg:, bat he is the oi! of g’adness to ail the 
sain’s. The wor’s, in which our res lu‘ions are formed, 
may be very few, but they sheu'd te very explicit 
Some have recommended a covenant fully drawn up and 
in «xpress terms. This may be well ia many cases. 
The darger is that the words will not be well chosen, 
and so in the erd will entangle the c»n-c’ence. Bit an 
upright mind will hardly be perplexed with a resolution 
simple like that of Jushua, or like that in one of cur 
hymns: 


Here Lord, I give myself away, 
Tis all that I can do. 


Asa man thioketh in his heart so is he. What do 
you purpose in your heart? Waat are your good reso- 
lutions? Are you living up to those you have made? , 





A TALK WITH AUNT ILELPFUL. 
BY MARY P HALE 

66 UNTY,” said Aline, “I’ve been wishing for a long 

time, to g> into one of the children’s hospitals 
and become onecf the sisters; but mother is bitterly 
opposed, and I fear wil never give her consent, This 
is a very great trixl to me, for my heart is set upon it, 
What d» you think I +tg»t to du?’ 

“There seems to be but one thirg dear—to wait 
awhile, Your mother may b come reconc led to it by 
degrees, and you will have opportuni'y to test yourself 
and think more maturely upon the subject.” 


“But I amrure I shall not change mv mind. I feel 
out of my sphere at home I must be doing something 
more important and this is the thiag I am best fi'ted for,” 

“In that case, dear, the way wili be openrd in the 
course of Provider cs, Obstacles will be removed, and it 
will seem to be more plainly your duty to engage in this 
work.” 

Aline did not feel pleased. She thought her aunt 
would c »mmend her for the s«lf-sacr ficirg spirit evinced 

.—as ste thought—in her desire to enlist in so good a 
cause, 

* Leupp*re.” she sa‘d, “you think Iam not fitted for 
this work? Y u know how fond I am of children; and 
whenever I g: iato onecf those insiitutions, I feel just 
like taking hold at once,” 

* Y s, dear, I kpow.all that. I commend your zeal; 
but would have ycu weigh well all the disagreeable- 
nesses, as far as possib'e; so as not to enter upon the 
work without counting the cost Oan my fa«idious 
niece ber the constant attencarcs upon sick children, 
«i h its concva itants of foul air, bad smells, nauseating 
sight~?’ 

“ O, but auntie, I would not be a nurse,” said Aline, 
interrupting her. 

© Sill, a sister would not leave all to nurses; neither 
would she b3 able to chee her part in the duties of the 
sisterha d ” 

Aline was silent fora time The truth war, she had 
not cons‘dered the disagreeable things very minu'ely; 
but only the pleasant part, and was somewhat n isled by 
the romance of the su'j ct. After awhbi'e she ssid, 
“ Auntie, now b:cacdid. Are you sayiog these things 
to enable me to judge what ix best, or because you think 
[ am not fi ted for ti is service?” 

“ Perhaps a litile of both, since you ask me, my dear.” 

Aline f-lt piqued. She had not b2en flattered ; nor had 
her favorite ideal met with the approval of the friend 
whore opinion she valued. She arose qui kly with the 
air of one whose pride was struggling for the mastery ; 
but she turned back, after a few m« ments, ard looking 
at her aunt said, “‘ Really, Auntie, I have no reason to 
feel flattered by your opinion” 

“ But you asked it, dear, and wished me to be candid,” 
replied auntie, kissing the earnest face which was up- 
turned to hers; for Aline had re-eated herself upon the 
low stool beside her aunt, That lady then b gan to talk 
+b ut other things, thinking she had s id euough upon 
thi. sulj ct, when Aline aske?, “ Why do you think me 
u fi ted for the work, auntie?’ 

“ [ think your nerves are not strong enough to bear 
the confinement and the wear and tear of such a life.” 

“But if we cannot make self-sacrifices——” replied 
Alire and paused suddenly, 

* Sucrifi e made chiefly or in psrt for the stke of a sac- 
r fice is little better than that of the heathen devotee. 
Look well to it, dear, that you be not resting a little in 

he ideal of sacrifice, as of something to render you ac- 
ceptable toG d. Also, see whether you sre not stepping 
over a cross that lies at your very door.” 

Some one coming in, jist then, interrupted the con- 
verration, and auntie was not sorry; for she feared that 
she had already said too much. Passirg out into the 
wide hall, A ine saw her old father sitting by a window. 
Before him was a table with b.oks and papers scattered 
about; but he did not seem to be partic. larly eceupied 
with them. Indeed, a defect of visicn prevented his 
reading or writing log at a time Aline passed him 
without notice, according to her usual custom ; although 
sbe saw an expression of deep dejection upon his face, 
As she entered her room she asked herself, ‘Am I dcing 
anything for my father’s comfort? Is he any better for 
having a daughter? any happier, I wonder ?” 

8 mehow she could not banish these thovghts. Son 
she went to her father, and said, “Pa, you sra tired. 
Can I read anythirg to you?” It was an unusual no- 
tice, and the father’s countenance brightened at orce, 
ss he replicd “Thank you, daughter; I feel rather 
depressed at beiog oblig d to be so lorg inactive. If 
y u will bring your work and sit with me awhile, I would 
enjoy your company. I am slow in recoveri: g from the 
effects of my fall, and have many seasons of depression 
in consequence.” 

Afier this, Aline found many things to do for her 
father and mother and others at home. It seemed 
strar ge to her that she had overlo:ked them in seeking 
to do some greater thing for which, in due time, she 
found berself uofitted. I: would require too much space 
to tell how she lear: ej a!l this. But she became a great 
belp to her parents in straitened «i: cumstances, and in- 
deed, the services of an elder daughter appeared to her 
to be her paramount du'y. S» she found, after all, that 





hcme was “ her sphere,” 
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LESSON 5, SUNDAY, APRIL 30, 1876. 
Title: THE LAME MAN HEALED. 


GOLDEN TEXT: AND HIS NAME THROUGH FAITH 
IN HIS NAME, HATH 
3:16. 


MADE THIS MAN STRONG —Acts 


HOME 


Monday, Apri 24: Acta3:1 11. 
Tuesday, Aprii 2); Luke 18: 9-14, 
Wednesday, April 26: Ina. 1:1 6. 

Thursday, April '.7: Mark 1: 23-34, 
Priday, April 28: 2 Kings 5: 9-16. 

Saturday, April 29: Numb. 21: 4-9 
Sunday, April 30; Juhu 5: 1-14, 


READINGS. 


Faith in Jc sus honored, 
Gou g up to pray. 
Tne unive.tai di-ease, 
The miguty Healer. 
He cures freely. 
Look and live. 
bin no mvre. 


LESSON TEXT. 


{ Acts 8: 1-11. } 
1. Now Pe'er and John went up together into the temple, at the 
hour of prayer, being the ninth hour, 
2. And a certain manu lawe from his mother’s womb, was carr ed 


whom t.ey laid daily at the gato of the temple which is called 
Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered into the temple. 


3. Who, seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, asked 
an alms. 


4. And Peter, festening his eyes upon him, with John, said, Look 
on us. 


5. And he gave heed unto them, expecting to receive something of 
them, 


6. Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as 1 
have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up 
and walk. 


7. Aud he took him by the right hand, and lifted him up: and im- 
mediately his fect and ankle: bones re: eived strength. 

8. And he, leaping up, stood, and walk. d, and entered with them 
into the temp'\e, walking, and leaping, and praising God. 

9. And all the people saw him walking and praising God: 

10. And they knew that it was he which sat for alms at the Beau- 
tiful gate of the temple; and they were filled with wouder and 
amazewent at that which had happened unto him. 

11. Ard as the lame man which was healed held Peter and John, 


all the people ran together unto them, in the porch that is called 
Solomon’s, great.y woudering. 


EXPOSITION. 
BY WILLIAM ORMISTON, D D. 


HE teacher will fiad a simple outline of the temple, 

which can be easily prepared, very serviceable in 
pointing out to the class its plac s, courts, and gates. 
Which of the nine gates is desigoated by the term 
“ Beautiful,” is not definitely known; but it is generally 
supposed to be the eastern entrance to the temple, which 
was most frequented, and which is described as greatly 
surpassing the others in its dimensions and decvrations. 
Svolomon’s porch was a magnificent colonnade, facing 
Mount Olivet on the east, where people were wont to 
assemb/e (John 10: 23; Acts 5: 12), 

Ask each of the class to give an incident in the life of 
Peter, also in the life of Juhu, and state to them the 
distinguishing characteristics of each. Ask what hours 
of prayer were observed by the Jews, and at what time 
of the day they occurred (Acts 2:15; 10:9; Pea. 55: 
17). 

TLE CONNECTION, 

A few months probably have passed since the occur- 
rence of the events considered in the last lesson, during 
which the infant church, with perfect harmony within, 
and free from hindrance without, successfully prosecuted 
its mission and peacefully added to its numbers 
Its Jabors as yet seem to have been confined to Jeru- 
salem, where the believers lovingly associated together, 
but this state of things was not designed to last. The 
calm, clear morning was soon to be clouded. The dis- 
ciples, in order to carry out their real mission must be 
dispersed and scattered abroad. The signal miracle and 
powerful discourse recorded in this chapter were the 
providential causes which led to that result, The last 
lesson gave us an account of Peter’s first sermon and 
its effect. We now proceed to consider his first recorded 
miracle and its results. It is probable he wrought many 
others (Acts 2: 43), 

THE LESSON, 


——— 








its immediate effect. In studying the narrative which is 
pictorially graphic, let us consider: (1) The two com- 
panions ; (2) Tne helpless cripple ; (3) The miraculous 
cure ; (4) The great concourse of people. 

| THE COMPANIONS (1). 

(1.) Who they were. Peter and John, though differing 
in age and character, were, like David and Jonathan, 
united by the bonds of strong and hallowed friendship. 
Though each had a brother among the apostles, they 
were drawn to each other by stronger affinities than that 
of natural relationship. It could not be because Peter 
loved Andrew the less, only John the more. After they 
were sent forward to prepare for the last passover, they 
seem to have been inseparable (Luke 22: 8). While 
seated at the table in the upper room Peter beckoned 
to John to ask the Master a question (John 13: 24). 
They were both in the hall of Caiaphas; both ran to- 
gether to the tomb on the morning of the resurrection. 
[t was in referance to John that Peter questioned our 
Lord on the shore of Tiberias. Doubtless John stood 
ear Peter on the day of Pentecost, and now we fiad 
them going as companions to the house of prayer. 
Together wera they subsequentiy cast into prison, and 
side by side they boldly confronted the wrath of the 
council, and fearlessly preached the gospel. 

(2.) Where they were going. To the temple at the hour 
of evening p-ayer. It would appear from this fact, and 
‘thers mentioned, that the apostles and the early Chris- 
tians when ia Jerusalem observed both the place and 
the times of public worship with great fidelity (Luke 
24: 58; Acts 2: 46; 5: 12). The ceremonial services 
and peculiar rites of the temple were all done away by 
the coming of Christ, yet his followers felt free to join 
in worshiping the God of their fathers in the temple. 
[i is not to ba supposed that they offered sacrifices, but 
chat they joined in prayer and worship. These two 
apostles possib!y went up at this time, hoping to have 
an opportunity of preaching Jesus and the resurrection, 
aor were they in this respect disappointed, 


i. THE CRIPPLE (2-5). 


The practice of placing the objects of charity at or 
near the entrance of places of worship was common both 
among Jews and Gentiles, and is still maintained in 
some parts of the Christian world. Two reasons may be 
as igned for this; the multitude that generally resort to 
these places at certain times, and the tendency which 
the services of devotion have to excite charitable 
feelings. 

Ia tne hope of his getting alms from the worshipers, 
the friends of this poor man, who had been lame from 
his birth, brought him daily to the entrance of the 
temple, where he sat begging from those who passed in, 
his very helplessness pleading for him. As he was more 
than forty years old, and had long thus publicly sought 
aid, his case was well, and widely known, as utterly 
nelpless and hopeless. 

As usual, on this day he had been brought to the gate, 
and laid helpless outside the temple, little dreaming 
that ere he left he would enter its sacred precincts, 
walking on his own feet and worshiping God. As he lay, 
he sees Peter and John approaching and about to enter 
the temple. He arrests their attention by asking a gift. 
Both stop and look with compassion upon the helpless 
beggar befure them, and Peter, not only stirred with 
human pity, but moved by the Holy Ghost, said, ‘‘ Look 
on us.” The expectations of the poor man were aroused, 
and hoping probab!y for something more than the usual 
pittance, he turned his eyes eagerly toward them. 
There lies the pitiable pauper, with his eager, hungry 
look—before him stand the two pitiful but penniless 
apostles. How can they relieve his necessities, or give 
expression to the love which filled their hearts. A boon 
greater far than had been asked, or expected, was about 
to be conferred. 

iil, THE CURE (6-8). 

The eyes of the poor cripple rest on the apostles, 
while the hearts of the apostles are raised to Christ,— 
John and Peter are united in their desire and purpose. 
Peter speaking for both, says to the man,—‘‘ Silver and 
gold bave I none.” One can fancy the cloud of disap- 
pointment which suddenly fell over the upturned face of 
the poor cripple as he heard these words. But-the 
apostle proceeds, ‘‘ In the name of Jesus Christ of Naza- 
reth, rise up and walk.” This is the language of a sub- 
lime, Carist-honoring faith, and it is a word with power. 
He in whose name the command was given, gave the 
power. The apostles never performed miracles in their 
own name, but always in the name of Christ, in accord- 
ance with his own command and promise (Mark 





We are given an account of a miracle of healing and 


16:17,18; John 14:12; Acts3:12; 9:34; 16:18). 
Having commanded the lame man to rise, Peter takes 





— 


him by the hand and lifts him up, and immediately he 


receives strength, leaps upon his feet, and walks. In 
this miracle Peter does his part, the lame man does his, 
yet Christ does it all. Refer to cases of the man with 
the withered hand, and the impotent man at the pool of 
Bethesda. 

** As the bread multiplied in the breaking, and the wine 
in the pouring out, so strength was given to the crip- 
ple’s feet in his stirring them and using them.” ( Henry.) 
The cure was instantaneous and complete. The process is 
distinctly marked ; he received strength, leaped up, stood, 
and walked. Ail had transpired in a few minutes, just 
as the apostles were entering the temple. As they go 
in, the healed man goes with them, exulting in his new- 
found powers, and in the exuberance of his joy praises 
God for his goodness and his marvellous work on him. It 
is worthy of note that he does not hasten to his home, 
nor merely give thanks to the apostles, but he enters into 
the temple and praises God—strong evidence of a de- 
vout spirit and a grateful heart. Nor may we doubt 
that as he clung to the apostles in grateful affection, so 
he rested in Christ to whom they pointed him with a 
living faith. 

IV. THE CONCOURSE (9-11). 


Many who had come up at the same hour of prayer 
to the temple, saw the healed man in a lively manner 
walking about the sacred courts, and loudly praising 
God. The priests and the people were alike witnesses of 
what had been publicly done by the apostles. As the 
man had Jaid long at the gate he was well known to the 
people and they at once recognized him, and were 
amazed at what had happened to him, as well they might 
be. Who had made the lame man walk? A feeling of 
awe at the obvious manifestation of divine power min- 
gled with their wonder at the event. Hearing expres- 
sions of astonishment all around him, the healed man 
runs to Peter and John and embraces them as a token 
of his gratitude. His action naturally drew attention 
to the apostles, as those by whom the obvious and un- 
deniable miracle had been wrought. The news quickly 
spread through the congregation, and all the people 
rapidly gathered around the apostles in the spacious 
porch called Solomon’s; awe struck and anxious to learn 
how this thing had happened, they stand awaiting an 
explanation. As onthe day of Pentecost, this miracle 
was designed to attract attention and awaken interest 
and inquiry among the multitude, and the ¢ ffect in either 
case was the same. It is not faith in a miracle, but faith 
in Christ Jesus, which brings salvation. A sight of the 
miracle may awaken wonder, a sight of Ohrist always 
brings hope and joy to the soul. 

(a) Be kind to the afflicted and the poor. Piety toward 
God should be accompanied with charity toward men. 
Praying and almagiving should be united. The prayers 
and alms of Cornelius both were acceptable to God. 
(Matt, 10:42; Luke 10: 36,37; 1 John 3: 17, 18). 

(b) Be thankful to God for all his mercies, The healed 
cripple leaped for joy and praised God. For health 
and home and happiness, for the use of your bodily 
members and mental powers, bless God with all your 
hearts every day. It is through the mercy of God in 
Christ Jesus that we receive every good gift. When we 
ask anything of God, we ask it in the name, or for the 
sake of Christ. Never mock or make sport of the maimed 
or the infirm. 

(c ) Come to Christ and be healed. This miracle, like 
those of Jesus, isa parable in action, to teach us spiritual 
truths. By nature, like the lame man, we are helpless 
and hopeless. The gospel message to us is, “ Believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ and be saved.” Jesus says, ‘“‘ Look 
unto me.” He is the great healer, and he can make you 
whole, and restore you to perfect soundness of spiritual 
health. Tell your case to the great physician. 

(d) Bring all sin-sick souls to Jesus, When he lived on 
earth, many afilicted with all kinds of diseases were 
brought to him, and he healed them all. So now he is 
ready to heal and save all that come unto them. Ask 
great things of Jesus. He is able to do for us more than 
we can ask or think. 


HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER, 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


E have to-day a story that every little child can 
understand. Try to photograph on the mind the 
pictures of Peter and John first entering the porch of the 
temple; the crippled man just carried there, and all the 
details of the cure. Then let the children tell, by the 


recitation of the golden text, how it was done, and draw 
plainly the parallel truth that all healing of sin must 
also be in Christ's name. 


To make this all very vivid each step in the story 














April 15, 1876.) 








might be presented as foliows, and the heading of each 


step put on the blackboard : 

Who preached the sermon on the day of Pentecost? Oa 
the day our lesson is about he and another disciple went 
to the temple to pray. The other disciple was the one 
Jesus loved best. Whowasit? Peter and John went 
together to the temple. What fur? They were often 
together, they had loved and lived with the same Master, 
and though so unlike they loved each other. Lot the 
children recall some of the scenes in which John and 
Peter were together. It was at three o’clock in the 
afternoon, the time for prayer in the temple, when Peter 
and John walked together through the sireets of Jeru 
salem towards the temple and turned to go in at one of 
the gates. There were many spleadid gates, all costly 
and large; but this one, made of shining brass and gold 
and silver, was 80 much more splendid than the rest it 
was called The Gate Beautiful. 

Some one else was at the same gate; we do not even 
know his name nor the name of his friends. He was 
there every day at the same hour, in the same place, fur 
the same purpose. He did not come to pray ; he could 
not come himielf, Just before Peter and John went in 
at the gate some persons carried a burden, probably 
threw a mat down on the ground and left a lame man 
there. ‘ 

He lay at the gate. Sohe did every day; he watched 
every one who went in, When he saw Peter and John 
he asked alms of them. What is that? He begged. He 
had a good place to beg; everybody knew him, for he 
had lain there every day for a loug time, and as people 
were going ia to give thanks to Gud for mercies and ask 
him for more, they might surely give something toa 
lame beggar. Dd you ever see a poor cripple on the 
street corner holding out a thin, wrinkled hand for help? 

So this man lived ; perhaps he got enough money to pay 
* those who brought him there ard came after him again 
at dark and carried bim away. He was helpless, not 
even crutches could help him to walk, for his feet were 
stiff and heavy, and he had never used them. Peter 
and John stopped, then they looked closely at him and 
said, “ Look on us.” He looked. Perhaps he knew them 
and thought the men who preached the new religion 
would surely be kind enough to give something to a 
helpless street beggar. 

He expected some money. But Peter said, “Silver and 
gold have I none: but such as I have, give I thee: in 
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk.” 
Peter not only told him to do it, but he reached out his 
hand and lifted him up, and immediately his feet and 
ankle-bones received strength. 

What did Peter tell him todo? He obeyed. He had 
never before in all his life been on his feet, but at Peter’s 
word, he stood. From the mat on the ground by the 
temple gate he rose up, then he /eaped, jumped up and 
down in his gladness and in the strange use that he 
found in those limbs so heavy and dead a few minutes 
before, No longer helpless or lame, he walked. Where 
did he go? To tell his friends, if he had any; to tell 
the men who brought him there every day? No. Peter 
and John were not much delayed at the gate. 

Where were they going when they first saw the lame 
beggar? They went on and he walked with them inéo 
the temple, Many a day he had lain outside and watched 
the crowd going in, and all he asked was a few coins to 
be thrown to him by the passers by. Sometimes he may 
have had a smile of kindness or a gentle word, now he 
had received a gifs such as he never hoped for. Should 
he thank Peter and John? 

Did they cure him? He went with them into the 
place of worship, and he praised God. In what name 
did Peter spsak? Why was Christ called Jesus of 
Nazareth? The lame man had probably heard about 
Jesus; one who hdd so long lain in a public place must 
have heard much said about Jesus, about the wonders 
of his life and death. He knew whom Peter meant, and as 
svon as the miu spoke he believed that Jesus was indeed 
the Son of God, and to him his thanks were due. No 
wonder that he was “ leaping and praising God.” 

What did the people think? They all knew him, 
who he was, that he had never walked, that he was forty 
yeara old, that month after month and year by year he 
had been placed at the Boautiful gate to beg. 

When they saw him holding Peter and John by the 
hand walking with them in the porch called Solomon’s 
porch, of course they were filled with wonder, surprised 
at the change. They knew that he who asked money 
received mercy; such as God only could give, They 
saw that the hopeless beggar who had never walked a 
step and never expected to, had asked help and received 
health. ' 


It would be well here to have the class repeat the 
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story from the blackboard by turning each word into a 
question. Who was there? Waat time? Where was 
it? Where was the man? ete. Taus in response tuo 
questions the class will have reviewed the whole story 
Have the golden text recited. 

What name did Peter speak? What made this mao 
strong? Who had faith in Christ’s name? Had Peter 
and John? Would they have dared to say, “ Rise up 
and waik’’ if they had not believed that God would 
instantly give the man the power? How soon was he 
strong? How soon did the Baby at your house learn t» 
walk? Didn’t she firat begin to stand by a chair, then try 
to stand just an instant alone, then to take a tottering 
step holding ma-ma’s hand, to have many a fall and 
many trembling steps before she could walk safely 
across the room? Did this man learn so? 

Did the man have faith in Jesus? Let the children 
answer if they can, but if not, do not tell them, rather 
gradually uufold the truth that they may see it for 
themselves. 

There were three things Peter told the man to do- 
What were they? When Peter and John looked on the 
man so earnestly what did Peter tell the man to do? 
That was s:metning he could do, wasn’t it? He could 
lift his eyes, couldn’t be? He obsyed—if he had not 
looked he could not have seen the Christ-like love that 
beamed in the faces of Peter and John. See what he 
rece'ved for obeying that first direction. 

What else did Peter tell him todo? Could he rise up, 
himself? Did hetry? Did he say, “On! it’s no use, I 
never could, [ have to lie here always, give me a little 
money aud go and leave me until another time?” No 
a new life was springing up in him, a new love for the 
name of Carist that had been spoken to him. He had 
thoughts like these: “‘Can it be there is love and life 
forme? O°! itis all true. I believe ail they have told 
me. Jesus ( irist is help to the weak—life to the dead.” 
When Peter’s hand touched his own he quickly clasped 
it, and in the strength of faith rose up a new man, 

A little girl was crying bitterly one day. Her mother 
tried to fiad out all her sorrow; at last she said, “Oh 
mamma, I am so bad. My heart is so wicked and I 
can’t make it any better.” “No! you cannot,” said her 
mother, “ but there is one who has already done every- 
thing to take away your sorrow if you will look at him 
and ask him to take your sins away.” Who is that? 

Can we make ourselves any better? Would groaning 
and crying have helped the lame man? What did he 
find when he obeyed and looked at those who spoke in 
the name of Carist? SS» our souls will find love and life 
if we lock to Jesus. Was it only cure and health and 
life for the poor lame body? No! it was life for the 
soul, he went into the temple with the disciples, praising 
God, rejoicing in the forgiveness of his siaos and a new 
and everlasting life for his soul. 

Much more might be told if time allow. A contrast may 
be drawn between the old helpers who could only lay him 
down at the gate, and the new friends who led him to 
the service of God. The thought may be carriei out, 
how every forgiven, trusting sowl shail go within the 
beautiful gate to the city “ where the Lord God and the 
Lamb are the temple of it.” 

You will confer a life-long blessing on every child to 
whom you will teach some of the standard hymns of 
faith. For this lesson nothing can equal the hymn, 
“My faith looks up to thee.” 


BIBLE LIGHTS ON THE LESSON. 
V ] . . The one lamb shalt thou offer in 
e 4+ the morning, and the other lamb shalt thou offer at even, 
Ex. 29:39 . . . And it came to pass, at the time of the offering of 
the evening tacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near, 1 Kings 
18:36... Evening, and morning, aud at noon, will I pray, and 
cry a oud, Psa. 55:17... Daniel . . went into his house; and. . 
he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave 
thanks before his God, as he did aforetime, Dan. 6: 10. 
V. 2. Toaskalms.. 
begging, Luke 18: 
9: 8. 


Vv. 4. Fasteniny . And the eyes of all of them that 
were in the synagogue were fastened upon him, Luke 4:20 .«. 
Upon the which, when I had fastened mine eyes, I considered, Acts 
11:6, 

Vv. 6. Silver . Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass, in 
your purses, Matt.10:9 . . . Even unto this present hour we both 
hunger and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no cer- 
tain dwelling place, 1 Cor. 4:11... As poor, yet making many 
rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things, 2 Cor. 6: 10. 

Such as I have give I thee . . . She hath done what she could, Mark 
14:8 . . . Forif there be first a willing mind, it is accepted accord- 
ing to that a man bath, and not according to that he hath not, 2 Cor. 
As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the 
same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God, 
1 Pet 4:10. 

In the name of Jesus . . . Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in 
thy name? aud in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name 
done many wonderful works? Matt.7:22 ... In my name shall 
they cast out devils, Mark 16:17 . . . By what power, or by what 


The hour of prayer . 


. A certain blind man sat by the wayside 
35... . Is not this he that sat and begged? John 


his eyes .. 
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name, have ye dove this? Acs4:7.. . I command thee in the 
name of Jesus Christ to come out of her, and he came out the same 
hour, Acts 16: 18, 

V. 7. He took him by the righthand . . . And he came and took her 
by the hand, and lifted her up, Mark 1:31... And he took the 
damsel by the hand, and said unto her, Talitha cumi, Mark 5: 41 

. But Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him up, and he 
arose, Mark 9:27... And he laid his hands on her: and imme- 
diately she was made straight, and glorified God, Luke 13: 13. 

V. 8. P-aising God . . . Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all that 
is within me, bless his holy name. Bless the Lord, O my soul. and 
forget not all his benefits, Psa.103:1,2 ... Oh that men would 
p aise the Lord for his goodness, aud for his wonderful works to the 
children of men, Psa. 107: 21 . . . And one of them, when he saw 
that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice glorified 
God, Luke 18:15 . . . And immediately he re eived his sight, and 
followed him, glorifying God: and all the people, when they saw it, 
gave pra.se unto God, Luke 18: 45. 

V. 10. Wond+r and amazement . . . And they were all amazed, and 
spake among themselves, saying. What a word is this! Luke 4: 36 

. And they were all amazed at the mi,hty power of God, Luke 
9:43... He will show him greater works than these, that ye may 
marvel, John 5: 20. 

V. 11. Iathe poreh .. . And they were all with one accord in 
Solomon's por h, Acts 5:12. . . And Jesus walked in the temple in 
Solomon’s porch, John 10: 23. 


ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 
OTS 3: 1. Went up —The appropriate expression for 


the pbysical and moral e.evation of the temple — 
Alexander. 


Together.—It is certain that there was a decide like- 
mincedness between the two apostles, ard hence we find 
them going together to the tomb of Jesus; and that they 
should go together to the temple of the Lord (as did 
Paul and Barnabas, Acts 14:1) is what might be ex- 
pected from thoze who would be slways realy to use the 
words of the Psalmist, Psa. 55: 14; and Psa, 122: 1.— 
Bloomfield. 


The hour of prayer.—Literally, at the (that) hour of 
prayer, which was the ninth. There were three hours of 
prayer (the third, sixth, and ninth hours), and this was 
the one which was last. As the natural day was divided 
by the Jews into twelve hours of irregular length, from 
sunrise to sunset, the ninth hour was about three o’clock 
in the afternoon, which was the time of the evening 
sacrifice. The third hour, or nine o’clock in the morn- 
ir g. was the time of the morniog sacrifics. Toe early 
Christians seem to have had stated times in the day, but 
they are not mentioned. At the close of the second 
century these hours were in use, and were very probably 
the stated times from the beginning.—Jacobus. 


This is our three o’clock in the afternoon. He who 
would accustom himself to collect his thoughts at that 
time, and to apply himself to (to find time for) prayer, 
would derive no common profit from the practice,— 
Bengel. 


2. A certain man, lame —This lame man is an image of 
our natural inability. We must be carried, as long as 
our feet are without strength. But he who lays us at 
the most beautiful gate of the temple, which is called 
Jesus Christ, has, in truth, carried us to the gate of life 
and of the power of God; we shall there be assuredly 
healed — Gossner. 


The gate. . . called Beautiful —No other sources fur- 
nish us with any information respecting a gate of the 
temple bearing this name. Josephus de-cribes a certain 
gate (J. War. v. 5, 3) called Nicanor’s Gate, and com- 
posed of Corinthian brass, which exceeded all the others 
in magnificence and value. Many interpreters suppose 
that this gate is meant; others are inclined to believe 
that another, called Susan, is intended; still others sug- 
gest a third.—Lechler. 


3. Asked an alms.—He had that done for him, which 
he asked not for ; asked an alms, and had a cure.— Henry. 


4. Look on us.—His words, Look on us, were intended 
to aid the unfortunate man in collecting his thoughts, 
and in looking up to the apostles with hope and con- 
fidence. And such, in truth, was the effect of those 
werds,—Strigel. 


5 He gave heed.—With what diligence and attention 
we listen, when we have reason to expect temporal aid. 
— Quesnel ‘ 


We have here the method of the cure: (1) His expec- 
tations were raised . . . (2) His expectations of an alms 
were disappointed ... (3) His expectations, notwith- 
standiog, were quite outdone.—Henry. 


6. Silver and gold have Inone —What a lofty superiority 
breathes in these words !—David Brown, 


This is apostolic—“‘as poor, yet making many rich ; 
as having nothing, and yet poseewing all things.” (2 
Cor. 6:10). Peter, although poor in gold, was richer 
than all the rich—richer than all who bear dazzling 
titles and receive large incomes. He possessed faith in 
the power of the name of Jesus Christ, and with this he 
accomplished far more than if Christ had assigned to 
him the revenue of a kingdom, or an ecclesiastical ter- 
ritory as his wages.— Gossner. 


That can scarcely be regarded as the real patrimony of 
Peter, and the apostolic see, which glitters with gold and 
silver.— Lindheim. 


In the name of Jesus.—When he pronounces these 
powerful words of authority and help, he bestows that 
which he has—a vital power, proceeding from Jesus 
Christ.—Lechler. 


7. Immediately,—Like water in a reservoir, the power 
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of Jesus ia ever ready for instant use. Oaly let the de- 
mind be made, avd it will be answered. Ouly let the 
soul turn to h m in faith, and cry for help, and help will 
come.—Mondsy Club Sermons. 


8. Leaping up.—Thne “lame man,” who “sat at the 
Beautitui gute,” was well known to the multitudes who 
bad daily pavsed him, a: d often given him alms. When, 
therefore, he wasseen “ walking and leapir g and praising 
God,” then “ clinging to Peter and J -bn,” aa the instru 
menta of his cure, there was no room for cavil, or 
cenial.”’— Green, 


11 Aldi the people ran together —Thus was Peter again 
furnishei with » vast audience, whose wonder at the 
spec acl of the hesled beygar«linging to his benefac‘urs 
prenere! them to listen with revererce to his words.— 
David Brown. 


O 1 the terrace overhanging the Kedron, where Solo- 
mou’s massive masonry flanked the craggy edge of 
Morish, & great concourse soon surr unded the #postles ; 
and Peter ce ivered his second recorded dircourse, in 
whic he speaks more fully than before of the moral 
and spiritual a pects of the Redeemer’s work.— Green, 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 

_ THE GATE —To place a begzar at the gate of the 

temple was a very natural device, I: might be as 
rumed that those passing in, or out, would have their 
minds specially attuned to good deeds, and so be specially 
likely to give alws At the entrances of Romanist 
churches in our land the assembling of beggars is a 
common s ght; and in foreign lands it is even more 
common, In Mohammedan countries, the approacher 
to the mos:ues are thronged with such applicants at the 
hours of prayer. Poarisees were wont to give to these 
conspicuous bezgare, that they might be seen of men. 
These persons knew, therefore, where it was best for 
them to yather, 


LAID DAILY.—S »mebody cared for this lame man, and 
every day he was carried and laid in this place of be'p 
Thore who carried him there on the day he met Peier 
and J hn, had no idea to what a blessing they were 
carrying him. U knowing'y they were helping him to 
his cure, Any person whorhelps another to c me to the 
place of p ayer, to preaching, or to Sunday school, i- 
acting a part like that of the lame man’s friends. They 
are bringing nredy onrs to where Jesus’ friends gatber, 
and to where Jesus’ blessings are bestowed, Gather ali 
whom you can, to where the Lord’s work is done, Yvu 
cannot teil at what moment they may be ble-sed., 

Af®KED AN ALMS—Every child knows how beggars 
ask fur help. They ask, a: d plead, and argue, and hole 
on, until they succeed, or are sure they cannot. And 
thy ask eve-ybody, determined to improve every op 
poriunity. Similar to their importunity to us, was thi- 
lame man’s call on Peter and Juha, 

SILVER AND GOLD —This means money. Peter and 
J ha, theugh distributing Jarge sums of money in the 
church (Acts 2: 45; 4: 35), had nene for themselves, 
and they wee uoi ashamed to say so. To cor fess 
p verty is no diegrace, When the California steamer, 
Central Am:rica, was sinking some twenty years +g, 
men flang duwn their gold. Ic was no real treasure 10 
them then. A life-preserver was worth far more. 

Svca As I Have —Though poor, yet the child of God 
has ueasures, in what God has already given him, and 
in the ‘ mre to follow.” <A very exceilent woman who 
was very poor, called one day upon two rich, but pious 
young women, who enter:aired her in the parlor, their 
f.ther cuming in was eurpried to see the poorly-ciad 
woman there, and when she leit, he reproved his 
daughters. ‘ O father,” said one of them in answer, 
“do not be displeased ; she was very poorly clad, but she 
is a Kings daughter, and will soon receive her crown.” 
A poor, but spiritually-minded Obristian, once 1e.uked 
acomplaining brother, saying, “ You, who have so rich 
a Father, ought to be ashamed to worry so about what 
you have not,” 

RECEIVED sTRENGTH —Thomas Aqvinas, who lived 
in the thir\eeath century, was shown the treasures then 
belongiag to the Romish church. Said his guide, “ You 
sse, brother Thomas, the day is now past in which the 
representatives of the church have cause to say, ‘Silver 
and gold have I none.’”’ ‘ Yes,” replied the good man, 
“and I fear the day is also past, in which they can say, 
‘In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and 
walk.’” 

THE PEOPLE 8AW HIM.—The people are quick to see 
the change in one who is a new convert. They who 
knew one when in his sins, and who see him entirely 
changed by and by, will note the difference and feel its 
power. “That man is converted,” said a minister to a 


friend. as a bright-faced man passed them. “How do 


you know?’ asked the friend. “ Because for days I have 








seen his face shadowe! by a deep gloom, and now it 
beams with a lively joy.” He was correct in his infer- 
ence. The man bad just found Christ. 
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THE LAME MAN HEALED. 


BY H. J. VAN LENNEP. DD. 





HE temple of the Jews at Jerusalem was very unlike 
the Christian churches of this or any other land 

The latter are constructed with a view to accommodat: 
the corgregation while en aged in worship or in listening 
to the instructions of their te achers,—while the temple 
was “the house of the Lord.” the place of his earth'y 
abode, toward which every d:veut Jew turned bis face in 
prayer, wherever he might be (Dan. 6:10). The build 
ing was small and chiefly c»nsisted of an outer apart 
ment, or ante chamber, accessible only to the pries's,— 
and of an inner roum always screened by a heavy, richly 
embroidered cur'ain, bat qaite empty since the cap- 
tivity,—the p+«culiar dwelling place of Jehovah, who 
hid h'mself from the sight of the people, as many 
Oriental sovereigns have been used todo. Around the 
house, or sanctuary,—which was so covered with plates 
of sulid gold that the eye could not bear the dazzling 
right when the sun shone upon it,—in a broad, paved 
court, open to the ky, stood the worshippers, with their 
facea toward the central edifice; or they knelt upon 
their praying carpets. Here also was the great altar of 
sacrifice oppo ite the door of the house. There were 
many rooms for the priests and Levites, for provisions, 
eic. S.veral large doors communicated from the inner 
to the outer courts, which completely encircled the 
sacred buildings, and were partly shaded by porches or 
piazzis supported by double rows of Corinthian pillars. 
Ouwide ard beyord all rose the solid stone wall, four 
+quare, which converted the whole into a fortress so 
strong that the R mans under Titus found it more diffi 
cult to capture, defended es it was by Jewish fanaticism, 
than the rest of the city. Tne outer wall was pierced 
with several massive gates, in whose construction strength 
rather than beauty was the aim. By far the finest gate 
in the entire temple was the “ Beautiful gate,” des- 





cribed by J sephus, who saw it a few years after our 
Lord’s crucifixion. It cpened upon the interior court, 
and stood d rectly in front of the door of the sanctuary 





and the great altar of sacrifice. It was more than 70 
feet high, the folding doors reaching a height of 60 feet, 
and being so heavy that it took twenty men to open and 
shut them, They were made of Corinthian brass, a very 
costly composite metal, the secret of whose manufacture 
has long been lost, and it was adorned besides with richer 
and thicker plates of gold and silver than the other 
gates. It was indeed the chief gate of the temple, and 
as such was most frequented by the wealthy Jews. The 
women and the Gentiles were not even allowed to stand 
upon its threshold, but worshiped in the outer court. It 
was this gate, and others opening upon the inner court, 
that were hastily closed when the Jews, supposing that 
Paul hsd brought a Greek into the temple, raised an 
uproar, gathered a mb, and dragged away the apostle 
with the intention of killing him (Acts 21: 27-80). 

The caaba or temple of Mecca, which 1s yet standing, 
offers a good illustration, on a smaller scale, of what the 
temple of Jerusalem must have been, Like the latter, 
it consists of a small edifice which is supposed to be the 
special abode of Allah, toward which every Muslim is 
required to turn his face when he prays. It is surrounded 
by an oblong court, measuriag 536 feet by 358, built 
around with porches or cloisters supported by marble 
pillars. Every be iever is bound to perform a pilgrimage 
to this spot, oncs atleast in his life. But it is death to 
any one else to enter the premises, or even to be found 
within the territory of the sacred eity. 

We have now described the “Beautiful gate,” the 
acene of the miracle of healing recorded in the third 
chapter of Acts. How came the lame man to lie there? 
And how did the people so readily recegnizs him, af.er 
his healirg, as “ the man that sat for alms at the Beau- 
tiful gate of the temple” ? 

Pauperism bas ever existed in the most p»pulous coun- 
tries of the East, and cfven embraces a very considerable. 
portion of the inhabitants. Various causes have united 
in bringing about this state of things, the chief of which 
doubtless are misg: veroment, which prc duces insecurity 
‘f property, frequent and cruel wars, and persecutions 
on account of religious differences. Another cause, 
none the leas potent, perh «ps, is to ba found in the pre- 

ailirg diseases and the low condition of the arts of 
medicine and surgery, in which Ovientals have never 
been pariicularly proficient, The maimed, the blind, 
che diseas--d, the widow, ard the orphan, are poor almost 
aaa matter of course, for they are generally unable to 
-ave themselves from spoliation,—a s'a’e of things far 
more prevalent than the inhabitants of this enlightened 
Christian country can possibly conceive. 

What has bee» done to meet this evil? Many of the 
poor are cared for by their relatives, fr Orientals are 
proverbially hospitable. But the majoritv cannot thus 
be reached, either wholly or in part. The blind go 
from house to house, griading the corn of the rich in the 
hand-mill; but where ophthalmia prevails as it does in 
Palestine and Egypt,—ard in the latter country one in 
ten is partially or totally bliod, -few can thus fiad an 
adequate support. A public commiseration toward the 
poor has been secured by the general liability to fall 
into abject poverty; end though there are doubtless 
many impostors, especially among the religious devo- 
tees, or begging dervishes, yet they are comparatively 
so few, the profits so insignificant, and the modes of 
operation so few and well known that no reaction has 
txken place agsinst the beggar. He+nce religious teach- 
ers of every class have always enforced the duty of 
caring for the poor. Our Lord made a miserable beggar 
the hero of one of his most impressive parables, gave 
‘he poor the highest position in his church, and made 
special provision for the supply of their wants, and the 
apostles imitated their Master. S», at the present day, 
all classes are in the habit of giving tothe poor. The 
Muslim is required by his religion té give in alms two- 
and a-half per cent. and upwardsof all he p»s+eeses accord- 
ing to his fortune. He is m »reover enc uraged by the pro- 
mise of an eternal reward to build lodgings and hos- 
pitals for the poor and the sick, and bequeath funds for 
their endowment, and to feed the hungry. We could 
name a single mosk, from whose funds are supported no 
lees than 1800 wretched people of both sexes. Every 
man is required “to assist any poor person who applies 
to him if he have the means.” 

But the poor cannot wait to be assisted ; they beg from 
house to house, and their cry is heard in the streets, im- 
ploring the compassion of the prosperous, and calling 
blessings upon the heads of the charitsble. The blind 
grope about with a stick, the cripples are brought and 
laid in much frequented places, and the passers-by feel 
that they must give the smallest piece of coin—half a 
cent—if they have it. Beggars may be seen by the road, 
outside the town, waylaying the grateful traveler who 
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has almost reached his home. They crowd, like L»zarus, 
about the rich men’s doors, ming)ing with the street dogs, 
especially when there is feasting or a funeral within. 
They line the gateways of the churches and the mosks, 
on occasion of a great festival, a wedding, a baptism, or 
a circumcision, These poor unfortunates have often 
fallen from positions of sffluence and power, and are 
possessed of a varied and instructive experience. They 
are usually kind to each other, the blind sometimes car- 
rying the crippled on their backs, and the successful 
beggar dividing what he has received with his hungry 
neighbor. Some are ashamed to beg, but are compelled 
by dire necessity,—women silently stre‘chirg out the 
hand, while their faces are wrapt ia the folds of a well- 
worn but perfectly clean veil. It is also curious to 
notice how carefully they observe certain rules among 
themselves, particularly avoiding interference with each 
other’s beats, or the spots where they take their 
stand. We knew a Turkish woman who sat nearly 
every day for more than ten years in a particular place 
near the Galata tower at Constantinople; she appeared 
to know everybody, welcoming any one that returned 
after an absence, and appropriately reminding one and 
another how long it was since she had received their 
last gift; and she was spoken of as the Turkish beggar 
woman near Galata tower. So with “old Bartimeus” 
as we called him, a blind Armenian, who groped his 
way every morning up Pera Street, and took his post at 
the corner of the sidewalk opposite the great Artillery 
Barracks. The lame man of our lesson had evidently 
for many years, been “laid daily at the gate of the 
temple that is called Beautiful, to ask alms” of them 
that went in and out to worship. There were doubtless 
other beggars about besides this “lame man”; but God 
showed not his mercy to any of them. This is in ac- 
cordance with the divine dispensations both of provi 
dence and grace. “One is taken aud the other left,” 
and “no one can say unto him: What doest thou?’ 

The case of the lame man healed was, to the people of 
Jerusalem, an unanswerable argument for the truth of 
Christianity, based upon the testimony of their own 
senses: “ they knew that it was he which sat for alms at 
the Beautiful gate of the temple,” who was “lame from 
his mother’s womb,” but was now walking, leaping, and 
praising God; and the bitterest enemies of the gospel, 
“beholding the man standing with the apostles, could 
say nothing against it.” Tume has not worn out this 
beautiful link in the full chain of the evidences of 
Christianity. We have not, like the Jews, in this case 
the evidence of our senses. But our witnesses have 
sealed the truth of their testimony with their own life, 
labors, and blood, and thus the narrative of the lame 
man healed has taken rank among the best authenti 
cated facts of history. 

Ingham University. 


CONCERT EXERCISE. 


~>——_——— 


GOD, OUR REFUGE. 
BY THE REV. W. F. CRAFTS. 


1, Singing by the choir: 
“A mighty fortress is our God.” 


2 Responsive reading of Psa. 46. 

3 Prayer. 

4. Bible reading or concert exercise, 

[Classes or individuals, in reciting these Scripture 
pwsss gs, need not go upon the platform, but may simply 
rise ia their seats, which should be at the front, and 
face the auaience while reciting. All the congregation, 
especially the Sunday-school, should be requested to 
bring Bibles, or they shculd be supplied witn them, so 
that they may join in the responsive resding, and also 
follow the Bible readings and unite in them if requested 
to do 80. Tne organist and chorister, as well as the 
superintendent, should each have a programme, so that 
each song may begin promptly at the appropriate time 
without announcement, The audience may also be silently 
informed 1n regard to the sorgs by having the pages, in 
their order, printed beforehand on a blackboard, which 
shall be in sight through the exercise. | 


Superintendent : 

Refuge needed. 

{| {f each class and individual knows his topic and 
place, the superintendent need make no announcements 
except of leading topics as herein indicated. | 

Responses by Class No. —. 

First Scholar : 
Refuge is needed by all, For all have sinned and come short of the 


glory of God (Rom. 3: 23). If we say we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us (1 Jphn 1: 8). : 


Second Scholar : 


Refuge is needed aleo, beoanse the soul that 
The ancient Jewish law was, Whoso sheddeth 
shall his blood be shed (Gen. 9: 6). 


sinneth is in peril, 
man’s bleod, by man 





Third Scholar : 


The unchanging law of God's spiritual kingdom is, The soul that 
sinneth, it shall die (Ezek. 18: 20). 


Fourth Scholar: 


Thou art not a God that hath pleasure in wickedness; neither shall 
evil dwell with thee (Psa. 5: 4). 


Other Scholars of the Class: 

The wages of sin is death (Rom. 6: 23). 
Singing: (two verse:,) 

“T need thee every hour,”’—or, 

“Show pity Lord, O Lord forgive.” 
Superintendent : 

Refuge provided. 

Responses by Class No, —. 


First Scholar: 

Refuge was provided for the ancient man-slayer in the cities of 
refuge. The Lord also spake unto Joshua, saying, 8 eak to the chil 
dren of Israel, saying, Appoint out for you cities of refuge, wher: of 
I spake unto you by the fen i1ot Moses; that the siayer that kil eth 
any person unaweres, and unwittingly, may flee thither: and they 
shall be your refuge from the avenger of blood (Josh. 20: 1-3). 


Second Scholar: 
Refuge is provided for us. God is our refuge and strength (Psa. 46 : 1). 
Third Scholar: 


I looked on my right hand, and beheld, but there was no man that 
wou d know me: refuge failed me; no man cared for my soul. I 
cried unto thee. O Lord: I said, Thou art my refuge and my portion 
in the land of the living (Psa. 142: 4, 5). 


Fourth Scholar : 

The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting 
arms (Deut. 33 : 27). 
Fifth Scholar : . 


If the wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath committed, 
and keep all my statutes, and vo that which is lawful and right, be 
shall surely live, he shall not die (Ezek. ls: 21). 


Sixth Scholar: 


Because thou hast made the Lord, which is my refuge, even the 
Most . gh, thy habitation; there shall no evil befall thee (Psa 
91:9, 10). 


Who/e Class: 


I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; 
in him will I trust (Psa. 9: : 2), 


Srging: Choir sings two verses of the bymn, 
“Oh where shall rest be found?” 
Suuday-school sings in response, (two verses, ) 
“In God I have found a retreat,”—or, 
“God is the refuge of Lis saints.”’ 
Superintendent : 
The open gate to refuge. 


| Raspornses by individuals in the audience, to whom 
these references have been given, with numbers. | 
No 1: 

The gates to the ancient cities of tefuge were kep‘ continually 
open: s0 our refuge in God has an open gate. Jesus says, 1 am the 
door (Juhn 10: 7). 

No 2: 

He also says, Behold, I have set before thee an open door (Rev. 3: 8). 
No. 3: 

Open to me the gates of righteousness: I will go into them, and I 
will praise the Lord (Psa. 118: 19). 

S oginrg: 

“There is a gate that stands ajar,”—or, 

“Tam the dvor—Come in, come in,’’—or, : 

“Come, come to Jesus.” 


Superintendent : 
The only wey to refuge. 
| Rasponses by individuals as before. | 
yo 4: 


Ther» were many roads to the cities of refuge. but there is on’y one 
way to our refuge in God Jesus says, I am the way John 14:6) 
Neither i. there salvation in any other: for there is none other name 
uucer heaven given among men whereby we must be saved \Acts 
4; 12). 


No 5: 


Havin? therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by 
the blood of Jesus, by a new an? living way which he hath conse 
crated for us thr ugh the veil, that ist» say, his flesh; and havinga 
high priest over the house of Goi; let us draw near with a true 
hea t, in full assurance of faith, having our hearts spripkied from 
ss rr aud our bodies washed with pure water (Heb. 

. 19-22). 


Singing: (one verse, ) 
‘Other refuge have I none,’—or, 
“Only thee, my soul’s redeemer.”’ 


Superintendent : 
The way to refuge plain and clear. 
Responses by Class No. —. 


First Scholar: 


The way to the cities of refuge was kept clear of o} structions, and 
made plaiu to ali by frequent guide-boards, bearing the word 
“Refuge” So the way to God is plain and cl ar. And thine ears 
shall hear a word behind the., saying, This is the way, waik yein 
it. when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye tum to the leit 
(Isa. 30: 21). 

Second Scholar: 

And a highway shall be there, and a way. and it shall be called, 
The way of holiness: the unclean shall not _ over it: but it shall 
be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein. 
No liou shall be thece, nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon’ 
it shall not be found there; but the redeemed shall walk there (Isa. 
85: 8, 9). 

Third Scholar : 


Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways. and see, and ask for the 
old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall 
find rest for your souls (Jer. 6: 16), 


Other Scholars: 
aa while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon you (John 
12: 85). 


Singing: (one verse, ) 
“Jesus my all to heaven is gong.” 





Superintendent : 

The refuge near. 

R-eponses by Class No. —. 
First Scholar: 


In ancient Israel there were six cities of refuge. so s-attered over 
the land that one of them wou d be near to everybody. From any 
place in the cou try one of ‘hese cities could be rea hed in half a 
day. S» our refnge is ever near. God is our refuge and strength, a 
very preseut help in trouble (4 sa. 46: 1). 


Second Scholar : 
The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart (Psa. 34: 18), 


Third Scholar: 


Surely his salvation ia nigh them that fear him; that glory may 
dwell in our land (Psa. 85: 9). 


Fourth Scholar: 


The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all that call 
upon him in truth (Pea 145; 18). 


F fth Scholar: 

Bunt now, in Christ Jesus. ye. who sometime were far off, are made 
nigh by the blood of Christ (Eph. 2: a3). 
Singing: (two verses,) 

“Jesus keep me near the cross,’’—or, 

‘‘Nearer my God to thee.” 


Superintendent : 


Refuge for all. 
Responses from Class No. —. 


First Scholar : 


The old “law” provided refuge only for the innorent man who 
had sl-in another accidenta ly, protecting him in that rude age 
against the sudden wrath of the slain man's friends. But the gospel 
provides a ref..ge for all, even for the most wilful sinner—yea, more 
it provides a substitute who bears the punishment of the guilty, and 
die- in his te-d. For when we were yet with out strength, in dve 
time Christ died for the ungod!y ‘Rom. 5:6. But he was wounded 
for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chas- 
tisement of our pace was upon him; and with his stripes we are 
healed (Isa. 53; 5). 


Second Scho’ar : 


And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved, and thy ho se(A‘.816:31) There is therefore now no con- 
demnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk n t after 
the flesh, but after the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus hath made me tree frum the law of sin and death (Rom. 
8:1, 2). 


Third Scholar : 


Ho, every one that thirsteth. come ye to the waters, and he that 
hath no money: c me y+, buy, and eat; yea. come, buy wine and 
milk without money, and without pice (Isa 55:1) Come now, and 
let vs reason together, saith the Lord: Though your sins be as scar- 
let. they shall be as white as snow ; though they be red like crimson, 
they shall be as wool (Isa. 1:18). ,And him that cometh to me I will 
in no wise cast out (John 6: 37). 


Fourth Scholar : 

The cities of refuge were for all, but they were useless to the man- 
slavers unless they entered them. So of our refuge. He that be- 
lieveth. and is b.ptized, shall be saved; but he that believeth not, 
shall be damned (Mark 16: 16). 

Whole Class: 


And the Spirit and the bride say. Come. And let him that heareth 
sav,Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, 
let him take the water of life freely (Rev. 22: 17). 

Singing: 

“Whosoever heareth, shout, shout the sound,’’—or, 

“Safe in the arms of Jesus,”—or, 

“Free from the law, oh, happy condition.” 

Superintendent : 


Refuge forever. 
| Responses by individuals. | 
No 6: 


In ancient times the man who fied to a city of refuge remained 
there during the lifetime of the high priest. When we have found 
a refuge in God we may remain in i,if we will, dnring the very 
lifetime of Christ, our great High Priest. whose lifetime is eteruity. 


Seeing then that we have a ereat High Prie t that is passed into the 


heavens Jesus the Son of God. let us hold fast our profession (Heb. 
4:14. Wherefore h> is able also to save them to the uttermost that 
eome unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for 
them (Heb 7: 5). And being made perfect he became the author 
of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him (Heb. 5: 9). 


No 7: 
Verily, verily. [say unto you. He that heareth my word, and be- 


lieveth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come 
into condemnation ; but is passed from death unto life (JuBkn 5: 24) 


No 8: 


And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, 
neither shall any pluck them out of my hand (John 10: 28), 

No 9: 

And he showed me a pure river of water of life clear as crystal, 
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the L mb. In the midst 
of the street of it and on either side of the rive*, was there the tree 
of life, whi-h bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit 
every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the 
nations. And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God 
and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants sha!l serve him. 
And they shall see his face: and his name shall bein the r foreheads. 
And there shall be no night there; and they : eed no candle. neither 
light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall 
reign for ever and ever (Rev. 22: 1-5). 

Singing: 

“Sinner go, will you go, to the highlands of heaven,”—or, 

“There's a land that is fairer than day,’”’—or, 

“Shall we gather at the River?” 


Remarks by the pastor, superintendent, ete. 
Benediction. 


[Nore —This concert, if properly used, will tend as 
directly to bring men to Christ as a -prayer-meeting or 
preaching. If the superintendent will impress upon the 
Sunday school the ifMportance of singing prayerfully, as 
well as heartily, and of uttering the Scripture not only 
slowly, loudly, distinctly, ard with right emphasis, but 
also in sympathy with the thought expressed, and with 
prayer for God’s blessing on the exercises, some souls 
in each audience will doubtless be led to the eternal 
refuge. | 
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NorTiog.—SUBSCRIBERS WHO DO NOT WISH THEIR 
PAPER DISCONTINUED WILL NEED TO SEND THEIR RE- 
NEWAIS BEFORE THE DATE OF EXPIRATION, WHICH I8 
PLAINLY PRINTED ON THE YELLOW LABEL OF ADDRESS. 
THE PAPER WILL BE STOPPED TO SUBSCRIBERS NOT 
RENEWING BY THAT DATS, 


PROMINENCE is given in our columns this week to 
thoughts and lessons appropriate to the great CO. ristian 
festival of Easter, All who appreciate the significance 
and preciousness of the resurrection from the dead, of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, will be glad of the helps we sup- 
ply to a wise observance of its commemorative anniver- 
sary, and to an understanding of the views concerning 
this festival which have prevailed in different countries 
and in various portions of the Church of Christ. 


In addition to the long list of English charitable soci- 
eties for special departments of relief and well-doing, 
which we recently published, we note the “ Society for 
the Total Abolition and Ucter Suppression of Vivisec- 
tion,” the “ Society for Organizing Charitable Relief and 
and Repressing Mendicity,” “The Caristian Street Work- 
cr 8S ciety,” the “‘ Watercress and Fiower Sellers Mission,” 
the “ Ohristian Blind Relief Society,” and the “ Evan- 
gelical Mission to Israsl.”” Who now are neglected ? 

WHEN the Chinese bid built their new man-of-war, 
“The Terror to Western Nations,” they cou!d not launch 
her, because the requisite amount of grease for the “ ways” 
was refused by the over economical government officials. 
A like short-sighted policy is pursued by some of our 
American church officials in dealing with the Sunday- 
school. They are proud of this church agency, but they 
refuse to pay its expenses. For lack of grease to the 
“ways” more than one Sunday-school ship lies high and 
dry long after launching day. 


A BRIGHT and wide-awake paper representing the 
United Brethren in Christ is The Religious Telescope, of 
Dayton, Ohio. It recently published in its selected 
matter the “ fable of a worm cut in two, which talked to 
a wiseacre.” Thereupon an enraged subscriber orders 
his paper stopped forthwith; for he doesn’t need a 
Telescope to show him that there was no truth in that 
story. He wouldn’t believe that a worm could talk afier 
that fashion even if it hadn’t been cut to pieces. The 
editor rises to explain; but the subscriber refuses to 
swallow the worm. 


He lives somewhere in the great Southwest. His name 
is Short. But his family record is long. Twenty child- 
ren are his portion. When number seventeen was chris- 
tened the list of acceptable names was exhausted. 
Eighteen, nineteen, and twenty have no names in par- 
ticular. They are simply Short. Recently a catastrophe 
occurred in that household. The chimney fell down. Of 
sons and daughters living at home only fifteen survived. 
And yet this short-sighted parent is an opposer of Sun- 
day-schools, Probably he deprecates interference with 
family training. For our authority in declaring the 
veritable accuracy of this statement, we refer to the 
missionary of the American Sunday School Union who 
communicates the facts. 


aaa 

No one charges Judge Taft, the new Secretary of War, 
with corruptly taking bribes; but he is charged with 
disregarding the Christian Sabbath as a day of worship 
and rest, by an uncalled for official visit to the fortifica. 
tions in New York harbor, in defiance of the est public 
sentiment of the nation. His offence differs from that 
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of his poles, but it is none the less to be deine 
cated. A well-known bishop of the Episcopal Church 
and a distinguished naval admiral were together. some 
time since, just after dinner. ‘ D>» youemoke, Admiral ?” 
asked the bishop, tendering at the same time a cigar. 
“Thank you, no, I don’t smoke; but I sometimes swear,” 
said the admiral. Not all men have the same “ particu- 
lar wanity,” as Mr. Stiggins called it. Gen. Belknap was 
dishonest. Judge Taft breaks the Sabbath. 


A STRIKING illustration of the fitness of the Scriptures 
to all times and seasons is furnished in the lesson for 
next Sunday. Some have objected to the International 
lesson scheme because it took no notice of the Christian 
year assuch. On the other hand prominent members 
of the Episcopal and Lutheran and Moravian churches 
have declared that in using these lessons they found no 
difficulty in adapting their plain teachings to every 
Chrastian festival or other speeial occasion, Next Sun- 
day is Easter Sunday. Its peculiar theme is our Lord’s 
resurrection. The lesson of the International series is 
Acts 2: 12-28, where Peter stands up before the multi- 
tude in Jerusalem, on the day of Pentecost, and declares 
that Jesus, whom the Jews have crucified, ‘‘God hath 
raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it 
was not possible that he should be holden of it.” The 
lesson is pre-eminently an Easter lesson. Sp» it will be 
found that God’s words are always appropriate and 
timely. His “commandent is exceeding broad.” 


Wry should we speak of a disciple of the Lord Jesus 
as “a professor of religion”? Why should we ask any 
person to “make a profession of religion’? The man 
who wants to show off his religion, or to make promi- 
nent his religious acquirements is not in the spirit of a 
true dieciple of Jesus, The Bible makes no call on a 
man to profess his religion. It does call on him to pro- 
fess, or to confess, his dependexce on the Saviour of 
sinners, his faith in the Lord Jesus, “ Whosoever, there- 
fore, shall confess me before men,” says our Lord, “him 
will I confess before my Father which is in heaven.” It 
is not “‘ Whosoever shall confess his religion before men 
shall have a reward in heaven.” Every man ought to 
make an open profession—but not of his religion. His 
trust in the Saviour, not his religion, should be professed 
before men, in the sight of God. No little evil has come 
from the wrong use of terms in this important matter, 
The man who believes he has a Saviour ought to make 
profession of his faith, The man who thinks he has 
“religion” had better leave it for others to tell of his 
attainments. 


THERE will be at least one great deficiency in the 
Centennial Exposition. No space has been allotted for 
illustration of the American Sunday-school system. 
Sunday-school books go into the book department; and 
Sunday-school furniture into the furniture department ; 
but no combination of these, and other aids, is to be 
made upon a scale adequate to the occasion. Mr. John 
E Searles, Jr., Chairman of the International Executive 
Committee, did all that was possible, to secure a proper 
exposition of Sunday-school interests; but all to no 
purpose. In this matter Sanday-school educators stand 
in a position very similar to that of the secular educa- 
tors of our land. Material, rather than mental and 
moral interests, have gained precedencs at the great 
exhibition. Under these circumstances, it is matter for 
congratulation, that the Hon. J. P. Wickersham, State 
Superintendent of Instruction in Pennsylvania, has se- 
cured a building, in which to display in combined form, 
the public school system of his state. Appreciating the 
value of the Sunday-school work also, he has appropri- 
ated an alcove of his building for a specimen view of 
this. Mr. MacGregor Mitcheson, of Philadelphia, a 
gentleman well known in Sunday-school work, has un- 
dertaken the arrangement of thisexhibit. Every friend 
of the Sunday-school system will wish him well in his 
undertaking. 


AccorDING to The Atheneum, the following are por- 
tions of a Sanskrit ode in honor of the Prince of Wales, 
by Tara Chand Shastri, of Dategunge: 


Thou, O Prince, canst cause the tides to rise, and the 
cactus-flowers to blossom :—therefore of what more use is 
the moon to us? 

Since the Prince gives light to our eyes in darkness, we do 
not know why the phospnorescence of camphor is created 
by God. 

The darkness of ignorance has been dispelled by the star 
of the prince. The stars are therefore of no consequence . . . 

Perceiving that the Prince was eminently versed in the 
law of nature, the Creator has gone to sleep, giving him the 
charge of the world! . 

It is the Prince that makes the deserts full of water, that 
levels mountains, that makes the deaf and dumb to speak, 
and gives the poor ineffab'e wealth! 

It is he who shuts hell, opens heaven, and makes the 





And here are extracts from a second poem in the 
Prince’s honor, by Ali Hyder, Calcutta, in Persian : 


The Prince of Wales is the asylum of the world, the lord 
of time, has the stars for his army and the sky for his tent. 
He is the king of kings. He is truly Alexander the Great. 

eaven is his mirror. 

He has long eyelashes and curls, with scimitar-shaped 
body and eyebrows; possesses the talons and wings of an 
eagle, and is awe- ne likealion. .. 

Vhen his anger blazes up, the lightning is terrified and 
extinguished. Should he issue his divine orders, instead of 
the grindstone grinding the mustard-seed, the miraculous 
opposite would be the result. 


Were he to exercise his powers of reasoning, Aristotle 
himself would be bewildered ! 


His presence renders the sun-clad heaven dark in com- 
parison with the reception-rooms enlightened by his radiant 
presence. ... 

Who shall say now that all the nonsense of the world 
is in the Sunday-school library or in Sunday-school 
hymn-books? 

WE give another extract this week from the Rav. Dr, 
Bright’s sermon on Baptist Sunday-schools, That the 
Sunday-school is by no means a faultless agency, and 
that it has not yet attained to its best work in the best 
way, will surely not be denied by its true friends. Nor 
can it be doubted that the Sunday-school has much to 
gain from an intelligent criticism of its methods, and a 
fair disclosure of its lack. Dr. Bright seems, however, 
to have limited himeelf in his criticisms in this instance, 
to the simple exhibit of the want of perfection in the 
Sunday-school. He says of its great work of teaching 
the Holy Scriptures, “that the Sunday-school scholar is 
not to be expected to know them as the theological stu- 
dent should know them.” If he had added, that many 
a Sunday-school scholar does, however, know the Scrip- 
tures as many a theological student does not, he would 
not have erred from the truth. To his inquiry, how 
many scholars in an average Sunday-school could answer 
twenty fair questions on the lesson of the day and its 
connections, at the close of the school session, it may be 
replied, More could stand this test in the average Sunday- 
school than in an average congregation, which should be 
questioned on the sermon just preached ; or than in the 


,| average theological class examined on the lecture just 


delivered. Indeed, in response to the general question 
of Dr. Bright, concerning the lack of the Sunday-school 
as a whole, “ Where is the fault?’ it may well be replied, 
In the imperfectness of humanity and its best agencies 
for good. The Sunday-school is, in view of the showing 
made in this sermon, clearly ahead of any and every 
other agency, of now or of former days, for the accom- 
plishing of its peculiar work. It is clearly on the right 
track, ahead of all competing agencies; it is going on 
unto perfection. 





A LESSON FROM THE TELEGRAPH. 


UR readers in the country may not all understand 
the workings of the district telegraph system as 
operated in the larger cities. It is quite another thing 
from the ordinary telegraph system by which messages 
are sent from one place to another by a skilled operator. 
The benefits of the latter are for the public generally; 
those of the former are rather for such persons as are on 
special terms with the company working it. 

Telegraph wires are brought into the house of every 
man who makes an arrangement for them with the com- 
pany. These wires are connected with district or branch 
offices, and through the branches with the central office, 
In the house they terminate in a smalliron case fastened 
against the wall, near the window through which they 
have entered from outside. On the face of this case is 
a dial plate, on which is pivoted a revolving hand or 
crank. By simply moving this hand one-quarter way 
round the dial, a signal is given through the wires to the 
office with which it is connected, that a messenger boy 
is wanted to go of an errand or perform some other ser- 
vice for the householder. At once the boy is despatched 
from the office to do the required work. If the hand is 
moved half way round the dial, a policeman is called 
for, and he comes without delay ; for special officers are 
always at hand at the district telegraph offices. If the 
hand is moved yet further on the dial, a fireman with a 
fire-extinguisher hurries to the house. Yet one degree 
further, and the man’s family physician—whose name 
is registered at the office—is sent for in haste. So, with 
the least imaginable effort a call goes out, for a servant, 
a policeman, a fireman, or a physician, and the call is 
reasonably sure of an instant response. A child can 
give the signal. There are no other limitations than 
those of humanity to the help which the signal summons, 

There isa great deal of comfort, of confidence, and 
of consequent repose, through having one’s house in 
connection with the district telegraph offices in this way. 
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his business demands it, wiih less of anxiety, if he knows 
that his wife and children can callin all needed aid in 
every emergency through this helpful agency. A timid 
wife left alone for a night, hearing a sound as if a burglar 
were entering the house, is re-assured in the thought 
that the turning of a little crank will, within five 
minutes, bring a police-officer to her door. Fears of danger 
from robbers, or fire, or suddea illness is thereby greatly 
diminished. Protection and ministry according to one’s 
special need seem constantly available. In a certain 
sense one thus provided for is never in extremity. Help 
is always at hand. 

Does not this well illustrate the worth and benefits of 
a Caristian’s connection with the source of all needed 
help? The true believer is in direct communication 
with One who can answer his every call, supply his every 
lack, minister to his evary necessity. Whatif there are 
evil-doers in the world? What if we seem surrounded 
by perils? What if we are alone, left for a season by 
those on whom we have leaned for support and sym- 
pathy? Our Divine Helper is always within call. “Call 
upon me in the day of trouble,” he says; “ I will deliver 
thee.” ‘Ask and it shall be given you.” ‘‘ Thou shalt 
not be afraid for the terror by night ; nor for the arrow 
that flieth by day.” “All things, whatsoever ye shall 
ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receiva.” What a 
restful feeling this confidence gives. “So that we may 
boldly say, The Lord is my helper, I will not fear what 
man shall do unto mse.” ‘“ What tims I am afraid, I 
will trust in thee.” “Thou will keep him in perfect 
peace, whose mind is stayed oa thes; because he trusteth 
in thee.” 

Is this confidence yours? Are you in unbroken com- 
munication with the source of all safety and all supply ? 
If not, then you have all the exposure of the Christian 
believer with none of his safeguards. And “ woe to him 
that is alone when he falleth; for he hath not another 
to help him up.” If you realize your dang:rs, and re- 
cognize your need you also can have the Christian’s 
Helper, and enj>y the Caristian’s confidence, You also 
can come boldly unto the throne of grace, that you may 
obtain mercy, and fiad grace to help in time ot need. 


“THE HEAVENS OPENED.” 


EVERAL instances have lately come to our know- 
ledge in which children just before dying seemed 

to have a view of heaven. Oue was the case of a young 
person who seemed to see the angels coming, a case 
which answered almost exactly to these words of Mor- 
rison: “ The young girl, who, through some mysterious 
sympathy with them, or some strange monition to the 
soul, seems to hear the sound of their coming from afar, 
and, without apprehension or surprise, composes her- 
self for the solemn change, and in perfect trust leaves 
all she loved on earth ; goes already ripe for the harvest.” 
Another was that of a mere child who, throwing up his 
hands declared he saw Annie, a little sister who had 
just gone before, and who exclaimed in his broken lan- 
guage, “ nicely, nicely,” by which he meant something 
beautiful. “ I dont know,” said his mother to the writer, 
“but he saw the Lord.” Why not? If Isaiah saw the 
Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and the 
apostle John had such a view of paradise that he could 


heaven be granted to believing children? If their angels 
do always behold the face of the Father in heaven, why 
may not they behold it, not with the natural eyes, indeed, 
but by some clearing of their vision as a means of strength- 
ening their faith? Think of a young child who natu- 
rally dreads the dark, leavirg father and mother and 
the delights of home in sheer ignorance and blindness. 
There is to be no return to their earthly paradise, and 
yet there is no sight of any other. How welcome at 
least to such little ones when they are holding father 
and mother by the hands, and are about to say good- 
by, to have some vision of that better home to which 
the angels shall welcome them, and where God shall 
embrace them. ; 

There is a painting by one of the old masters repre- 
senting a dying saint to whom a number of beautiful, 
white-robed spirits have just appeared, to give her the 
assurance of their presence and heavenly companion- 
ship. There is another in which a strong angel is lifting 
a young child above the darkness of the world, as if no- 
thing less than this could make it content to be separated 
from the embraces of its mother. All this, it may be 
said, is mere imagination. But what shall be said of 
believing children to whom something of the sort-seems 
to be as real as anything can be? Is it hardly 
supposable that when a child of five or six suddenly 
throws up his hands, and breaks out in exclamations ia 
view of some beautiful vision of heaven. that this is a 


mere dream or delusion owing tosome peculiar condition 
of the nerves? It is certainly no delusion when a little 
girl carries herself through the final struggle with as 
much self-possession and composure as thovgh what is 
called the king of terrors were a smiling friend. And 
what could bs more natural than that he who said, Suffer 
the little children and forbid them not to come unto me, 
for of such is the kingdom of heaven, should sometimes 
vouchsafe to them in the last hours such a view of 
heaven that it takes away all desire of living, and all 
fear of dying, and gives to them a dignity and courage 
which the most matured saint might almost envy? What 
if this is one of the rewards which they receive who are 
declared to be greatest in the kingdom of God? 

It is not to be supposed, however, that such experi- 
ences and visions, however we resolve them, may be ex- 
pected aside from Christian teaching. All the children 
referred to were the offspring of Christian parents. At 
home and in the Sunday-school they had learned of 
heaven and sung about it, until it was something as 
certain to them as their homes on earth ; and, of course, 
what they seemed to see may have been, in seme sort, a 
reflection of what was written in their characters. But 
even then, how beautiful the picture, and how full of 
comfort! What an answering of the heaven within 
them to the heaven above them! And this pr: jection of 
what is mirrored in the soul, and which is eeen as a sort 
of mirage, is, to say the least, a bright foreshadowing of 
that world upon which they areentering. Oh, the near- 
ness of it, and the splendor of it! And if, after all, this 
vision is but a sight of that New Jerusalem which has 
come down from God out of heaven to entrance these 
little ones, and receive them to its company, who of 
God’s dear children are more worthy to be waited upon 
in this way, and to enter upon the joys and rewards of 
saintship? 


WAYS OF WORKING. 


——_ 


66 (QUPERINTENDENTS' Sociables” are receiving at- 

tention, as they very properly should, In Hudson 
County, N. J, one is held each month. Arrangements 
are made with churches in different parts of their field 
for entertaining the gathering. This hospitality is 
cheerfully extended, a simple repast being provided in 
every case. All the superintendents of the county with 
their assistants are invited, each being privileged to 
bring a lady. An assigned topic is discussed ; a social 
interview is enjoyed; fellowship and enthusiasm are pro- 
moted, and the general working power is increased. Of 
similar kind is an effort of the Teachers’ Association of 
St. Louis which calls, for the evening of April 27, at 
Pezolt’s Hall, “ a sociable and supper of pastors, Sunday- 
school superintendents, assistant superintendents, infant- 
class teachers, and other Sunday-school workers.” 


In Brooklyn, N. Y., the normal-class is now under the 
care of Ralph Wells. It meets in the First Reformed 
Church, on Joralemon Street, at the rear of the City 
Hall, on each Thursday evening. Its scheme of study 
to May 1, which bears unquestionable marks of its lead- 


| er’s personality, is as follows: 
describe it in detail, why may not such glimpses of | 


( To other Scriptures. 
* To the Scholar’s Life. 
{ To Christ. 

Importance. 
< Mistakes. 
( Suggestions. 

Correct and Faulty Illustrations. 

The Lesson Mllustrated— { How Obtained ine Used. 
Necessity. 
4 Object. 
{ Illustrated. 
( At Jesus’ Feet. 
« How ? 
{ Why? 


The Lesson Linked— 


The Lesson Applied— 


The Lesson Divided— 


The Lesson L-A-I-D— 


United prayer for our Sunday-schools should be per- 
severingly offered. This end may be reached in varions 
ways. From our correspondent, the Rev. L. R. Janes, | 
of Tennessee, we have the following suggestive account | 
of how they managed the matter there: “At our Last | 
county Sunday-school convention, the subject of prayer 
in connection with the Sunday-school elicited a lively 
interest. It was felt that a mere opening prayer was not 
sufficient ; and that however ingenious and apt the gen- 
eral arrangement might be, nothing could supply the 
place of direct intercession with God. Inquiry was made 
with regard to the custom of the schools represented, in 
this particular. The result was that two or three reported 
the establishment of regular weekly prayer-meetings in 








connection with their local schools, with the favor of God . 


attending; in one instance three-quarters of the school 
had been converted, The delegates from the different 
churches of this town (New Market) became so impressed 
by this discussion that, while on their way home, they 
resolved to immediately put the matter into practical 
form. This they did by establishing a union Sunday- 
school prayer- meeting, alternating with the three churches, 
At first some expressed doubts, thinking it would prove 
too great a multiplication of meetings. But nearly 
a year has elapsed, and we all now admit that it has 
been a means of delightful Christian communion and of 
spiritual profit. From the first these meetings have been 
well attended. Indeed, the regular preaching services 
have rarely attracted larger audiences. Christian con- 
ference and the service of song have doubtless, in large 
measure, furnished attraction, but by no means to the 
exclusion of prayer. Earnest, fervent supplication has 
been offered for the divine blessing on our own schools, 
and we feel that in many ways answer has already been 
granted.” 


A list of the current lessons, with golden texts and 
verses to be memorized, is valuable to every teacher and 
scholar. One of the schools of Chicago has met this 
want in a way at once attractive and useful. A strip of 
fancy colored stout paper, thirteen inches long by two and 
a half inches wide, is employed, the ends being cut to 
form a neat point. Upon one side of this is printed a 
full list of the lessons, memory verses, and golden texts 
for the year. As a specimen, we insert the last month’s 
order, with its concluding text: 


Dec. 3. The Gentiles Received....../ Acts 10; 34.48 
Commit 44-48. Golden T. xt, Isa 60:3 
10. Spread of the Gosp. 1......... Acts 11: 19-30 
Commit 21-23. Go den Text, Mark 16: 20 
17, Peter’s Release...............+++: Acts 12:17 | 
Commit 5-7, Golden Text, Psa. 34: 7 
24. Review..............Golden Text, Isa. 60; 22 
31. Annual Review. 








\ “Search the &criptures’—“ the Holy Scrip- 
~ tures which are able to make thee 
~\. wise unto salvation through 
; faith whih is in- 
. Christ Jesus.” 


~ 
~ 


~ 


_ 


This slip is folded at its middle, end being brought to 
end, the printed side being foldect in. In this shape it 
answers nicely as a book-mark. Upon the two parts of 
the exposed side, the announcements of the school and 
the church are printed, with words of welcome. Sach a 
slip will be preserved, it will serve as a card of invita- 
tion, it will direct to the essential parts of every lesson, 
and it will be a continual record of the meetings of the 
church. It could be furnished in first-class style, by any 
good printer for from $5 00 to $7 00 a thousand. 


Mr. Moody tells of a man who objected to inquiry- 
meetings after preaching, on the ground that it was like 
pulling up the seed after it was sown to see whether it 
was sprouting. The objector was reminded, however, 
that good farmers always harrowed in the seed. The 
Rev. Mr. Marling, of New York, believes in harrowing 
in the seed sown in each Sunday-school lesson. He dors 
it in this way. For the Wednesday evening prayer- 
meetings of his church a set of topics are prepared sev- 
eral months in advance. These topics are not selected 
from, but are always allied to the lesson of the Sabbath 
just past. Of course, for special reasons, they can at any 
time be changed, or omitted entirely; but the natural 
progression is upon these topics, which are printed upon 
a neat leaflet, and distributed freely. Their use has b en 
highly satisfactory. To illustrate this method, Mr, Mar- 
ling’s topics for six months are inserted below. 

SUBJECIS—APRIL TO SEPTEMBER, 1876. 


April 5.—This same Jesus............0.ccccceeeeceeeeeees Acts 1:11; Heb. 13: 8. 
“  12.—Be filled with the Spirit...........cessessesrssssesseeereee ph. 52 18, 
© TA — TO GEO MAF WIR Biaicsccescccccccc0e. cocseeccccccscsccscesecess Isa. 43: 10. 


DET BE BVO is ceice tncises deen: s5 astiiasnscisbcoceésesccassos 
May 3.—Above all we ask or think..... 






...Eph. 3 : 20. 





10.—Anything in my name...... John 14: 14, 

17.—Him will I COmfess also..............ccceccereeeeceeesenees Matt. 10 : 32, 

24.— Preparatory Lecture. ; 

eat OW TE III vc ssiiccnncshancrnhsasaseictnaisabtiiabastanseinll Gal. 6: 7. 
June 7.—The Lord knoweth how to deliver.............-.........2 Pet. 2:9. 

, 14.—It shall be given what ye speak...............0++:++s.. Matt. 10 : 19, 

*  21.—My helpers in Christ Jesus............csseesseeesseecssenes Rom. 16: 3. 

“  28.—Hear the instruction of a father...............sscsssssees Prov. 4:1. 

July 5.—Prepara‘ory Lecture. 

“ 12.—Seek first—kingdom ; all these—added.............. Matt. 6 : 33. 
19.—Ye are the temple Of GOd............:cc:cccssseseecesseres 1 Cor. 3: 16. 
26.—We will make our abode with him..................00 John 14: 23. 

Aug. 2.—Where two or three—there am I...........000.-...2++. Matt. 18 : 20 

* 9.— We WOU] SOC JOBUS....02..00000000000000000 seccccssccseceeee SOND 12 3 BE 
16.—The time Of thy Visitation..............0.cceceeeeeerseeee Luke 19 : 44. 
23.—Fear of the Lord, that is wisdom................0.s0000 Job 28 : 28, 

‘ 30.—Walk in wisdom, redeeming time................<s00«0+-Col. 4: 5, 

Sept. 6.—Nor drunkards—inherit the kingdom .............. 1 Cor, 6 : 10. 

“ 13 —Women adorn—with good work®...............0 1 Tim, 2: 9, 10, 


20.—P. eparatory Lecture. ’ 
27.—I fear the Lord from My YOUtD..........ceesceeee 
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GLEANINGS FOR EASTER. 


a 


“HE IS NOT HERE; FOR HEIS RISEN. GO 
QUICKLY AND ''ELL HIS DISCIPLES.” 
{Annie T. Slosson, in Kaster Lilies.) 

HERE was, for me, in all the world one grave, 
And in that dear and silent spot there lay 
Ail I had fondly loved and called my own, 
And life seemed now a dark and lonesome way. 


I made that qniet grave a sacred shrine, 
I bent my footsteps thither hour by hour, 
I gathered blossoms pure to make it fair, 
And with iny tears [ watered ev'ry flower. 


So as the days went on, that y mound 
A very bower of fragrant beauty seemed ; 
Color, and grace, and perfume all were there, 
And there all day [ lingered and I dreamed. 


Untended and unculled were my home flowers ; 
My poor, whou I, of old, had clothed and fed, 

Went cold and hungry, but their wisttul eyes 
Haunted me not, sitting beside my dead. 


‘Surely ’tis good here to remain,” I said ; 
‘* There is no spot so safe, so free from sin ; 
Here comes no whisper from the world's loud tones, 
No echo of its tumuit and its din, 


5 wo then do I not find my Master here? 
here is my Lord? Why comes he not to me? 
With mourners once he wept beside a grave 
And comforted by him [| fain would be. 


‘*O Jesus, Saviour, do I love thee not? 
1 see. thee here from weary day to day 
What shrine more fit for thee to bless, my Lord? 
And at what holier aliar could I[ pray ?”’ 


It was an Easter-morn. Fair rose the sun, 

And waked the world to beauty and to light; 
But, as I kuelt beside my grave, within 

My hungry, longing soul, it still was night. 
“Where is my Lord? Where is my Christ?’ I moaned, 

When suddenly there fell upon my ear 
A faint, sweet sound like distant angel-tones, 

Which every moment seemed to draw more near. 
The children, chanting loud their Easter-hymn ! 

Outrang tbe clear, giad sound, * He is not here !” 
Once and again, and yet egain it came, 

‘*He is not here! Our Christ, he is not here!” 


‘* Not here! Then I can never find my Lord; 
Where have ‘hey laid him? Master, heip, I pray !’’ 
The answer came, my grave seemed open wide, 
As though an angel rolled the stone away. 
And, looking in, I saw no light, no life: 
it was a dark, a cold, a dreary prison. 
Then rose again those childish vuices sweet, 
** He is not here, not here: he is arisen |” 
And lifting up my eyes I saw once more 
The Sua, the Day-star fair, the world’s pure Light, 
Blinding these tear-dimmed eyes, so ured to see 
Naugbt but the tomb’s dark loneliness and night. 
*Rabboni, Master!’ penitent, I cried, 
* Forgive!’ And still the silvery voices sang, 
‘* But go pee way, and my disciples tell !”’ 
And I,—while yet upon the air it rang,— 
Obeyed my Master’s order, and went back, 
His por to feed, to clo he; to show the way 
To waid'rivg ones, his little lambs to lead. 
And so 1 found my Lord, that Easter-vay. 


EASTER IN THK EARLY CHURCH. 
{From Mosheim’s Ecclesiastical History.) 


HE Asiatic rule for keeping the paschal feast, was 
attended with two great inconveniences, to which 
the Obnistians at Alexandria and Rome, and ali the 
Western chu:c! es, refused to submit; for, in the first 
place, as the Asiatics celebrated their festival on the 
same dry that Christ is said to have eaten the paschs! 
lamb with his disciples, this cecasioned an inevitable 
interruption in the fastof the great week, which the other 
churches locked upon as almcst criminal, at least as 
highly indecent. Nor was this the only inconvenience 
arising from this rule: for, as they celebrated the mem- 
ory of Christ’s resurrection, pr: cisely on the third day 
after their paschal supper, it happened for the moat 
art, that this great fes.ival (which afterwards was cailed 
y the Latins pascha, and to which we give the name of 
Easter) was ho.den on other days of the week than the 
first. his circumstance was extremely displeasing to 
the greateet part of the Christians, who thought it un- 
lawtul to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord on apy 
day but Suoday, as that was the day on which this 
glorious event happened. H-»nce arose sharp and vehe- 
ment contentions between the Asiatic and Westward 
Obristians. About the middle of this century, during 
the reign of Antonius Pius, the venerable Pulycarp 
went to Rome wo confer with Anicet, bishop of that ree, 
upon this matter, with a view to terminate the warm 
disputes which it had occasioned. Bat this conference, 
though conducted with great decency and moderation, 
was without eff ct. Polycarp and Anicet only agreed in 
this, that the bonds of charity were not to be broken on 
account of this controversy ; but they respectively con- 
tinued at the same time, ia their former sentiments; 
nor could the Asiatics be engaged by any arguments to 
alter the rule which they saetended to have received 
by tradition from St. Joho. 

Toward the conclusion of this century, Victor, bishop 
of Rome, endeavored to force the Asiatic Christians by 
the pretended authority of his laws and decrees, to follow 
the rule which was observed = the Western Onurches 
in this point. Accordingly, after having taken the ad- 
vice of some foreign bishops, he wrote an imperious 
letter to the Asiatic prelates commanding them to imi- 
tate the example of the Western Obriatians with respest 





to the time of celebrating the festival of Ewter. The 
Asiatics answered this lordly requisition by the pen of 
P ,lycrates, bishop of Ephesus, who declared in their 
name with great spirit and resolution, that they would 
by no means depart in this manner from the custom 
handed down to them by their ancestors. Upon this the 
thunder of excommunica'ion began to roar. Victor, 
exasperated by this resolute answer of the Asiatic 
bishops, broke communion with them, pronounced them 
unworthy the name of hia brethren, and excluded them 
from all fellowship with the church of R»me. This ex- 
communication, indeed, extended no farther; nor could 
it cat off the Asiatic bishops from communion with the 
other churches, whose bishops were far from approving 
the conduct of Victor. The progress of this violent 
dissension was stopped by the wise and modera‘e remon- 
strances which [renw is, bishop of Lyons, addressed to 
the R man prelate on this occasion, in which he showed 
him the imprudence and injustice of the step he had 
taken, and also by the long letter which the Asiatic 
Christians wrote in their own justification. In conse- 
quence, therefore, of this cessation of arms, the com- 
batants retained each their own customs, until the fourth 
century, when the Oouncil of Nice abolished that of the 
Asiatics, and rendered the time of the celebration of 
Easter the same through all the Christian Churches. 





EASTER CUSTOMS. ° 
[From Chambers’s Information for the People.]} 


EASTER EVE, 


IX Catholic times, it was customary to put out all fires 
on this day, and light them anew from flint. The 
priest blessed the new fire, and a brand from it was 
thought to be an effectual protection against thunder- 
strokes, A large wax taper, called the Paschal Taper, 
was also blessed and lighted beside the representative 
sepulchre above mentioned, and there a vigil was kept 
i morning. The taper used on one of these occasions 
in Westminster Abbey church was 300 pounds in 
weight, 
EASTER-DAY. 


A solemn festival in celebration of the Resurrection. 
The word used by us is from the Saxon oséer (rising). 
Easter is ob-erved with much ceremonial, not only 
throughout Catholic eee 5. and in the countries where 
the Greek Church is established, but in Turkey and the 
Mohammedan countries along the coast of Africa. The 
festival is an engraftment upon the Jewish Passover, the 
name of which (pascha) is still applied to it in almost 
every country besides England. The Catholic observ- 
ances of Easter are of an elaborate character. At Rome, 
the Pope is carried in state to perform high mass in St. 
Peter’s, from the balcony of which he afterwards blesses 
the — assembled in the piezza below—perhaps one 
of the most impvsing religious spectacles which the 
world anywhere presents. In Exgland, before the R=for- 
mation, the Catholic observances of Easter were as full 
enacted as iu any other country. Early in the morning, 
a sort of theatrical representation of the R-surrection 
was performed in the churches, the priests cumi: g ‘o the 
little sepulchre where, on Guod Friday, they had de- 
posited the host, which they now brought forth with 
«reat r jvicings, as emblematical of the risivg of the 
Saviour, In the course of the day, the clergy had a 
game at ball in the church, a cust0m of which it is now 
d fficult to believe that it ever could have existed. 

At present, in large seats of population, Eas'er-Sunday 
is disti: guished by little besides the few peculiarities of 
the service, aud the custom of going to church in an attire 
as gay as possible. But in ruval districts there still exist 
a few vestiges of old superstitions ard customs connected 
with theday. It was o.ce a general belief, and probably 
still is so in a few out-of the-way places, that on Easter- 
mvrning the sun danced or shared immediately afver his 
rising. People rose early and went inio the fields to see 
this supposed pheaomenon. 

Tne viands appropriaie to Easter-day in the old times 
were, first aud above ail, eggs, then bacoa, tansey pud- 
ding, and bread a: d cheese. Tne origia of the connec- 
tion of eggs with Easter is lost in the mists of remote 
anuquity. They are as rife at this day in Russia as in 
Evgiand, There it is customary to go abvut with a 
quaniity, and to give one to each friend one meets, say- 
sng, “Jesus Onrisi is risen,” to which tae other replies, 
“Yes, he is risen,” or, “It isso of a truth.” The Pope 
formerly bies<ed eggs to be distributed throughout the 
Christian world tur use on Easter-day. Io Germany, 
instead of the egg itself, the people offer a privt of it, 
with sume lines inscribed. Furmerly, the king of Eng- 
land had haodreds prepared to give to his household: in 
a roll of the expenses of Eiward L., there occurs, in the 
accounts of Easter-Sunday, in the eighteenth year of 
his reign, “ Four huadred and a half of eggs, eighteen- 
— Tue custom is supposed to have been originaily 

ewish, 

At this day, the Easter-eggs used in Eogland are 
boiled hard in water cuntainiug a dye, so that they come 
out ovlored, The boys take these eggs and make a kind 
of game, either by throwiug them w a distance on the 

reen sward—he who throws oftenest without breaking 
his s being the victor—or hitting them against each 
other in their respective hands, in which case the owner 
of the hardiest or last surviving egg gains the day. 

It was customary to have a gammon of bacon on this 
day, and to eat it ail up, im signification of abhorrence 
of Judaism. The tansey seems to have been introduced 
into Easter feasts, as a successor to the bitter herbs used 
by the Jews at the Passover. It was usually presented 
well sugared, 

It was a custom in the thirteenth century to seize all 
ecciesiastivs found walkiog abroad between Easter and 
Pentecost, and make them purehase their liberty with 


money. [his was an acting of the seizure of the apos- 
tles after Christ’s passion. We have still what appears 
to be a relic of this fashion in a custom which e in 
various parts of England. A band of young men ge 
abroad, and whatever female they meet they take hold 
of her, and pull off her shoes, which are only returned 
to her eeen hte paying some trifling forfeit. In Dur- 
ham, it is done by boys, who, on meeting any woman, 
accost her with, “Pay for your shoes, if you plea-e.’ 
The trifling sums which they thus collect are spent in a 
feast at night. At Ripon, celebrated for its manufacture 
of spurs, travelers riding through the town are stripped 
of those articles, which in like manner they have to re- 
deem. On Easter-Monday, the women make a return by 
going abroad in groups, and causing the men to redeem 
their shoes, 

“Lifting at Easter” is another old custom, which may 
be presumed to have originated in a design of drama- 
tizing the events connected with Christ’s passion. It 
consisted in hoisting individuals up into the air, either 
in a chair or otherwise, until they relieved themselves by 
a forfeit. A curious record makes us aware that, on 
Easter-day, in the eighteenth year of the reign of Eiward 
I., seven ladies of the queen’s household went into the 
king’s chamber, and /i/ted him, for which fourtee pounds 
appears to have been disbursed as a forfeit. The men 
lifted the women on Ea-ter-Monday, and the women 
claimed the privilege of lifting the men on the ensuio 
day. Three hoists were always given, attended by lou 
huzzas, 


EASTER MONDAY. 


This and the ensuing day are holidays of the church. 
The week commencing with Easter, and called thence 
Easter-week, is a season of festivity, and the earlier days 
of it after Easter itself, are in London devoted by the 
working-classes to recreation and amusement, which they 
chi: fly seek for at Greenwich fair, and in excursions to 
taveros near town. 


EASTER FANCIES. 


[From Brewer's Phrase and Fable.) 
EASTER DAY 8UN. 


was formerly a common belief that the sun danced 
on Easter-day. Sir Thomas Browne combats the no- 
tion in his Vulgar Errors. 
Bat, oh, she dances such a way, 


No sun upon an Easter-day 
Is half so fine a sight. 





Sir John Suckling. 
EASTER-EGGS, 


Easter-eggs, or Pasch-eggs, are symbolical of creation, 
or the re-creation of spring. The practice of presenti 
eggs to our friends at Easter is Magian or Persian, an 
bears allusion to the mundane eae, for which O.muzd 
and Abriman were to contend till the consummation of 


y|all things. It prevailed not only with the Persians, but 


also among the Jews, Egyptians, and Hiodus. Chris- 
tians adopted the custom to symbolize the resurrection 
and they color the eggs red in allusion to the blood of 
their redemption. ‘There is a tradition, also, that the 
world was “ hatched” or created at Esster-tide. 

“ Bless, Lord, we beseech thee, tnis thy creature of 
eggs, tha: it may become a wholesome sustenance to thy 
faith‘ul servants, eating it in thankfulness to thee, on 
account of the resurrection of our Lord.—Pope Paul V. 
* Ritual.’” 





THE DATE OF EASTER. 


{From The Churchman.) 


HE difficulty which troubled a good many people in 
this c untry, when they found that E «ter day falls 

on April 16:h, this year, has ev duotly vexed some of the 
English people also, aud the London Atheneum has the 
foilowiog on the su'ject. S me of the sta ements there 
made wiil not be received by everv one with the certainty 
with which they are made by it: Tne minds of some who 
are desirous rerum cognoscere causas are a little exercised 
this year about the date of Easter, which falls by the 
calendar on April 16h, although the moon will be full 
on the 8th, and therefore the “Sanday after the full 
moon” will be April 9:h. Nor will it satisfy these 
doubters to tell them¢hat the Paschal full moon is the 
fourteenth day of the moon, not the true astronomical 
fuil moon; for the new moon will be on March 25th, and 
the fourteenth day of it will be April 71h. We can- 
not enter here into the mazes of calendar calculations, 
but wou'd once more ask whether there is any real neces- 
sity for these cumbersome processes, and refer our readers 
to a little work by the Rev. J. Newland S.nith, of Green- 
wich (published by Longmans), which was noticed in 
this journal ab>ut three years ago. Mr. Smith proposed 
that golden numbers and dominical letters should be 
discarded in the matter, and that the simple, convenient, 
and uniform rule should be adopted of keeping Easter 
always on the second Sunday in April, which, there is 
no reason to doubt, was the Sunday of the resurrection. 
That event took place, in ali probability, on April 9th, 
aD 30; so that the rule thas ge mee would cause 
Easter-day this year to be kept on the real anniversary, 
instead of a week !ater. But the supposed necessity of 
following the Paschal full moons of the Jews led toa 
number of art:ficial rules by which, using the golden 
number or year of the Metonic cycle, the calendar new 
moon is formed, the fourteenth day of which is the Pas- 
chal full moon. To use the astronomical full moon in- 
stead would never do, — = be tages A at ne 
local times, according to the longitude of the places, we 
should thus ponte de have a different Easter in the 
same country or adjacent countries. But all confusion 





try 
would be avoided by substituting an entirely solar ehze- 
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nology in the determination of Easter, which would also 
have the great advantage of keeping it always at the 
same season of the year. 





AN EASTER LESSON. 
(Alex. G. Tyng in The International Lesson Month’y.} 
ESSON: Mart 16; 1-7 
GOLDEN TrexT: “It is Christ that died, yea, rather 
that is risen agaio, who is even at the right hard of God, 


who also maketh intercession for us,” om. 8: 34, 
ANALYSIS, 
T. A crucified Saviour ssught. Verses 1-6. 


Il. A reo Saviour found. Matt 28: 6-9. 
Ill. His message to them, Verse 7. 

1V. What he said to them in Gali'es: 

. They would see him there. Matt. 28: 10. 

His sympathy wiih their wants. Jonn 21: 4, 5. 

He direc's them what todo, John 21: 6. 

He brings comfort and peace John 21: 9-12. 

H-> is abundanily able to supply every want. Matt. 
28: 18 
. We can never tell how much he does for us. John 
21: 25 
. He c mmands them to work for him. Matt. 28: 
19, 20. 
V. Etfct on his disciples. Matt 28: 17. 

Tv both Romanists and Protestans a c-uc'fied Saviour 
is the foundation of every hope. The dividing line com- 
mences when we consider his relation to us and how we 
shall draw near to him. The R»manisis come through 
the priest, the sacraments, the Virgin Mary and the 
saints, They teach salvation through the death of 
Christ; but this salvation is made available to them 
oply through these human instrumentalities; and to 
them the church, the priest, and the Virgin Mary, who 
bring this salvation become the ol jects of their love and 
veneration. Tine Protestant comes to Carist direct by 
faith alone; ard he bec mes the obj ct of his love and 
adoration. “The faith which brings justification is 
simply the reliance or dependence on Curist waich sc 
cepts him as the sacr fice for our sins, and as our 
righterusness, We may thus rely on Christ, either 
tremblingly or contidingly; but in either case it is sav- 
ing faith. If, though wembiingly, we rely on him in 
his obedier cs for us unto death, instantly we come into 
union with him, and are justified. if, however, we con- 
fidingly rely on him, then have we the comfort of our 
justification “Simpiy by faith in Christ are we justified 
and saved ” 

“Tt is Christ that died, yea, rather that is risen again,” 
and to him we can thus draw near by faith and iu bim 
alone fiod comfort and peace. This Easter season brings 
before us a rixen, living Savi ur, 

1 A crucified Saviour sought. In verse 1, we find the 
women brought spices to anuiut the body of cur Saviour; 
in verse 3, they wondered who w uid ruil away the sione 
from the door of the s+puichre so they could see him ; 
in verse 6, the angel who koew this said,“ Ye seek Jesus 
of Nazareth which was crucfid’ When the Greeks 
(Jbo 12: 21) came t» the ap wiles with the d+i-e, ‘ Sur, 
we woud se Jesus,’ our Saviour answered, “Except a 
corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth 
alone: but if it die, it bri gth forth much fruit.” Truly 
to vee Jesus, is to see h.m as a crucifiei and risen 
Saviour, and to realiz the benefits that come fr m his 
desth and resurrection, all musc seek first a crucified 
Saviour. But far mere than pardon fur sin is off-red to 
man. All through the Oid Testament the servants of 
Gai erj yed the closes: ard most free communion with 
him, wiie the last bock of the B.ble (Rav 3: 20) de- 
clares, ‘‘B hoid I stand at the ducr and knick; it any 
man hear my voice, and open the dvor, I will come in to 
him, and will sup with him, ard he with me.” We will 
see how this was ful y rea.ized in the message of the 
risen Saviour, 

2 A risen Saviour found The angel said, “He is 
risen ;” aod to assure tae women he told them to “ behold 
the place where they laid him.” The apostles also found 
the sepuichre empty; nothing there but the “linen 
clothes” and “the napkin that was about his head.” 
There was nothing in him the grave cou'd keep,” ‘be 
cause it was not possible that he should be hi lieu of it” 
(Acs 2:23) L-t us hear what this risen Saviour says 
to us; acd God grant that all may say, “ Did not cur 
heart bura withiu us while he taiked w us by the way, 
and while he opened to us the Scriptures.” 

3 His message to them “He govth before you into 
Gatilee: incre shall ye see bim, as he said unw you” 
Galilee was the home of the disc ples, and most of their 
time with their Lord had been spent there. The firsi 
message frcm the risen Saviiur to his discipie was a 

romise to meet them 'n their homes, Jesus had told 

is disc ples (Matt. 26: 31, 82) “it is written, I wiil 
smite the shepoerd, aud the sieep of the fl ck shall be 
scattered abroad. But after I sm risen again, I will go 
before yu into Galie.” In the prophecy, Zch 13: 7, 
God had said, afiec the sheep ave scattered “ { wiil turn 
my band up -n the little ones.” But the message is more 
thao the pr: mise of his prot cting care and the covering 
of his hand. It is (he promise tw be with his people iu 
their da ly life and in their homes, In Ex 29:45, Gad 
had said, “I wili dwell among the children o: taraei ; 
again, Lav. 26: 12, “I with walk amepg you;’ Zech. 2, 
10, “I wiil aweli in the midst of thee, saith the Lord.’ 
While the last b ok of the Bible repeats the p:omise 
(Rev. 21: 8), “Behold the tabernacle of God 18 with 
men, aud he will dweli with them.” This meeting his 
disciples in Galilee is cumii g back to them at their old 
home and a renewing and continuing of the personal 
relations of the years past, though differing in outward 
form—* It is putting in deficite shape the promise, * Lo 
I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” 


“_ a om bor 





Though spiritual in ita nature, the intercourse of the 
scul with Christ is as full and free as that of his disci- 
ples with him when on earth. How fully he has re- 
vealed himself to his servants at diffrent times since his 
resurrection we cannot say. Paul saw him and places 
the f torpor: of the risen and exalted Saviour to him 
in a direct continuance and perfect level and equality 
with that to Peter. James, and five hundred brethren. 
He was the same Jesus who had been with his disciples 
in Galilee, when he said to Paul (Acta 22: 8), “lam 
Jesus of Nszireth” He speaks to us and of us when he 
said (Matt 28:10), “Go tell my brethren.” This truth 
is br ught out by the answer of the angel, “‘ Ye see Jesus 
of N»zareth,’”’ who was called a Galilean as belonging 
to your homes; you will fiad him, the same Jesus at 
your homes, 

The sioner, as the Greek, who seeks Jesus, comes to 
his church or the gathering of his people, as the temple, 
to find him at first through the teachings of those who 
preach J sas; he leaves rejoicing as a Caristian, with 
the promise that this same Jesus will meet him, and be 
with hin at his home. 

4 What he said in Galilee. (a.) As of the heavenly 
mansions he promises, “ Where I am, there ye may be 
also ;” he cheers them now with the promise ‘Go into 
Galilee, and there shall ye see me” (Matt. 28: 10). 

(6) He sympathizes with them ia all their wants. 
The disciples bad toiled and worked all night without 
success and had caught nothing; huogry and discour- 
aged the morning found them Then the Saviour ap- 
peared, his fist words expressed his sympathy in their 
wants, “Children, have ye any meat?” When they 
answered, “Nu,” he promptiy supplied their wants. 
‘“As soon as they were come to land, they saw a fire of 
coals and fich laid thereon and bread” (J hn 21: 9) 
Thus all wants are supplied when brought to Jesus. 

(c) He not only supplied their wants but directed 
them what to do, ‘‘ Cast the net on the right side of the 
ship, and ye shall fied” (John 21: 6). “He will be our 
guide unto death” (P-alm 48: 14). Isaiah 58: 11 

(qd) He says unw his ny “Come and dine,” 
“Eat, O friends; drink, yea, rink abundantly, O be- 
loved ;’ (Jobn 21: 12; Cant 5: 1), see also P«alm 23. 

5 The disciples worshiped the Lord in Galilee. The 
disciples whu worship the Lord, not only in his temple, 
but at home, at the family altar, and in private, are 
those who will see Jesus there. Then, as now, some 
d ubted and would not receive the fuil comfort a risen 
Saviour wou'd bring to them. A+ in our d fi sition of 
faith they believe tremblingly and not confidingly ; and 
have not ‘the comfort of our justification.”’ 

In conclusion we would say to every Sunday-schoo] 
teacher, let us on this Easter Sunday present not only 
pardun acd forgiveness ‘hr ugh a crucitied Saviour, but 
also the cumf rt and peace a risen Saviour can bring to 
every home. If among the many teachers reached by 
this Jeeson there are apy who ung | Chris: and yet 
doubt, and know not the full comifort the g *pel brirg«, 
and ask, “ Tell me, O thou whom my scul :oveth, where 
thou feedest, where thou makest thy flock to rest at 
noon ;’ (Cant. 1: 7), we would answer ia the language 
of v. 8, “If thou know not, O thou fairest among 
women, go'hy way forth by the fuotsteps of the flock, anc 
feed uny kids beside the shepherd’s te ts.” God grant 
tbat all who thus teach this lesson to the « hildren com 
mitted to their care, may know the full meaning of the 
eee, “He that watereth, shall be watered alsu 
himself,’ 


WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


{Information for this department—including early reports of Con- 
ventions, Institutes, Normal-classes, and Teachers’ Associations—will 
ve thankfully received.) 








CONVENTION CALENDAR. 
Daca, Ged: Gk TTAB ci sctsatininscscrecccsestinivinciicssscnsinitntons April 18-20, 1876 
California, State, at SAN JO6EC.........ccccsssssecsseceseeersesecesens May 9-11, 1876 
Wisconsin, State, at Jamesville .........cccreseccccccrsesccsesceses May 9-11, 1876. 
MisSSOUFI, Stale, AL Kansas CITY ..........ccrercccenerereseeeersees May 16-18, 1876. 
[llinois, state, at JacksSOMVille............-cc0..ceeseenseceeeesnes May 23-25, 1876 
Weaie, Dhaba, 06. OR cccccces decdnsecscccccescnecncebesectccincessse May 28-25, 1876, 
New York, State, at Utica June 6-8, 1876, 
Nebraska, State, at Fremont........ June 6-8, 1876. 





Indiana, State, at Fort WAYMC............0+secsssssereeeseneserenen June 6-8, 1876. 











Ohio, State, at Dayton June 6-8, 1876 
Conneciicut, State, at Winsted........ June 6-8, 1876. 
Lowa, State, at Council Bluffs. June 13-15, 1876. 
Kentucky, State, at Frankfort June 20-28, 1876. 





Conference, at Sea Grove, N. J ...-.ceceressseecsessseeeessseeeree JUNE 25-80, 1876. 
Assembly of the North west, at Clear Lake, lowa...June 27-July 5, 1876. 
Parliament, at Well’s Island, 8t. Lawrence River....... July 19-26, 1876. 
Centennial Assembly, at Ocean Grove, N. J..........-++--.J aly 22-80, 1876, 
Chautauqua Assembly, at Fair Point, N. Y.....-....000+ August 1-15, 1876 


THE CHRISTIAN CONVENTION IN NEW 
YORK. 
CONCLUDING REPORT. 
HURSDAY, March 30, witnessed an immense audi- 
enve assembled ia the Hippodrome. After brief 
and poin.ed opening exercises, Mr. Moody led them 
promptly into the work of the day. The fiest topic was 
THE SERVICE OF SONG IN THE LORD'S WORK, 
Addresses upon this topic were made by Mr. Sankey, 
and Rev. Drs. Hastings and Taylor. Oongregational 
singirg wi-bout paid choirs to monopolize, was strong)) 
urged on the one side, while Dr, Hastings defended the 
eboir plan. 





Mr. Sankey, in the opening address, illustrated the 
power of sacred song as follows: “ Before I go further, 
let me drop one statement that will go to prove and es- 
tablish the fact that the power of sacred song is laying 
hold of all people of this land and of others to a greater 
extent probably than for many, many years. The little 
hymn-book that was published in Eogland containing 
many or most of the hymns we are singing here to-day 
has taken such a hold upon the people—I think upon the 
common people—that not leas than 5,000,000 copies 
have been sold; I mean the music and the words 
together. They have spread all over the world, and 
people are singing these songs away off in India and 
Africa. No later than last week I got a copy of the 
hymos translated into the K«ffir language, and I have 
as many as twenty or thirty tran-lations altogether.” 

In further remarks, Mr. Sankey recommended the dis- 
charge of the artistic quartette choirs; the employment 
of a large Christian choir ; having Christians only lead 
this service ; seating them near the minister, and in full 
view of the congregation ; requiring deportment of them 
becoming the hcuse of God; having no screens behind 
which they may be concealed, but expecting of them as 
good attention as is given by any other person in the 
house; not allowing the voices of the singers to be 
drowned by the organ, but permitting the voices to lead 
and the instrument to accompany. In closing this point 
of his address Mr. Sankey said: “ What we want is the 
human voice. There is nothing «qual to.that in the 
world, and if we can keep our leaders correc’ ly in tune 
and time with the instrument it is all we want That is 
why the people jin so heartily here in these songs. I 
might have a large organ here. I don’t want it to inter- 
fere, however. I cannot sing with that great organ 
going, for I get to listening to it and watching to see 
how the organist plays.” 

For prayer-meeting singing he suggested, having a 
Christian man as the recognized leader. He may gather 
helpers about him, and a change of leaders may be made 
if there be several who are competent. I would not use 
the instrument in prayer-meeting, if I had a leader who 
could do the work well without it. I would use Sunday- 
school hymns as well as the old tunes, but exclude al- 
wogether the operatic pieces. 

For the Sunday school, Mr Sankey recommends the 
use of an instrument, for the children are so fond of the 
music. Explain the hymns to them, that they may be 
understood. Do not run into a singing-schoo), but sing 
in harmony with the lesson of the day. For evange- 
listic services of a union character, select a full, strong 
choir from all the churches, aod furaish all the people 
wth books. Mr. Sinkey closed his address with the 
following little incident: ‘I remember that in Phila- 
delphia, years ago, when I was a lit:le boy, I heard an 
old minister get up and read the hymn, ‘ There is a foun- 
‘ain filled with blood.’ I have thought of that old man, 
with his gray hair and tears streaming down his face as 
he read that hymn, ever since, though I have forgotten 
the sermon and everything else.” 

The Rev. Dr. W. M. Taylor spoke upon congregational 
singing from the stand point of the pastor. He said: 
‘ Mr. Sankey bad forgotten that while the evargelist bas 
everything in bis power to arrange the service the pastor 
has to take the church with him. The church is at the 
best imperfect, and the pastors must make the best of 
chings as they are at present.” Dr. Taylor favored a 

imited range in the selection of hymns, and had a pro- 
found belief that the great size of the congregational 
hymn-books was killing congregational singing. It was 
aot possible for them to acquire facility in singing all 
the tunes that were needed to render those hymns, The 
tirst thing he would recommend a minister to do was, by 
a species of natural selection, to mske his own little 
uymn book out of the big one, keeping all the jewels, 
aod discarding every hymn that dragged. “If you want 
good congregational singing, you must have rousing 
preaching. The best way to heat a church is to-have 
‘he stove in the pulpit.” In clorivg, Dr. Taylor said: 
‘I heard the beautiful story about Tuplady’s conversion. 
He went into a barn in Ireland where he heard a Primi- 
ive Methodist miaister preach the gospel. At the close 
the minister gave out the hymn, ‘Cume ye sinners poor 
acd wretched.’ It seemed to him then that the whole 
congregation took up the appeal from the minister’s lips, 
and instead of one appeal there was that of hundreds, 
Chen he gave his heart to Christ, and nobly did he honor 
che obligation in his later life by laying on the altar of 
Christ the hymn that we are so fond of— 


Rock of ages cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee.” 


The Rev. Dr. Hastings spoke next, regretting the diff- 
culty under which he labored, as he was obiiged to talk 
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in some respects in antagonism to the evident feeling of 
this congregation. He liked what Mr. Sankey had said. 
It was admirable sense for the millenium, but men were 
as yet in the nineteenth century. He believed singers 
had some rights which Christians were bound to respect, 
and the church of Christ had not respected those rights. 
They were not helped as they should be by the church 
or the minister. They were held at arms’ length. The 
average nature of musical culture at a given time in a 
given congregation must be considered in providing for 
the music for that congregation, He would rather have 
a first-class quartet than a first-class precentor. There 
could be a Christian influence prevailing in the quartet 
choir as well as in the chorus choir, 

Questions and answers were in order at this point, 
from which the following are selected : 

Question : Would you not think it better to encourage 
congregational singing by abolishing the choir altogether 
and have it led by a single voice? 

Mr. Sankey: I think not, from the fact that very few 
precentors have the power of voice to lead two or three 
thousand people. They have to labor so hard in leading 
that they don’t create that sympathetic feeling toward 
singing that should exist. There is no impropriety in it, 
but I would not advise any man or woman to attempt it 
alone. 

_ Question: Would you have the leader of a prayer- 
meeting pitch the tune? 

Mr. Sankey: If a singer he could do it, but of course 
the man who ‘leads is not always a singer. I think we 
would have a hard time if I should ask brother Moody 
to lead the singing here to-day. 

Question: If you have not got any singers who are 
Christians, what would you do? 

Mr. Sankey: I would commence evangelistic services 
at once and get some, 

Question: Would you recommend solo singing in the 
ordinary church services ? 

Mr. Sankey: Notasarule. Let me for a moment 
speak of this solo singing. I read in the word here, 
“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wis- 
dom ; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs; singing with grace in 
your hearts to the Lord.” There are hymns which teach 
and preach the gospel, and these are not hymns of praise. 
I believe that is another power of singing which many 
have not discovered yet, that of preaching the gospel. 
There is no praise in the hymn, “Jesus of Nazareth 
passeth by,” yet it has been blessed to hundreds of souls. 
It is not praising God at all. When it comes to praising 
God I will join in the general singing as heartily as any- 
one else. If I want to preach to you in song I would 
ark you to listen. 

Question : Would you ask the congregation to sing in 
unison? 

Mr. SANKEY: Asa rule, I would ask them to join in 
the air or leading part and let the choir bring in the 
tenor and bass and other parts. If, however, a man in 
the audience is a good singer and his voice is better 
adapted to singing bass, let him sing bass. 

THE SECOND HOUR. 

Instead of a topic for this hour Mr. Moody answered 
questions, which had been handed him in writing. 
From this exercise the following abstract is made: 

Question : How can you introduce new hymns into the 
church ? 

Mr. Moopy: One good way is to have one night 
given to sacred sorg and singing new hymns and tunes 
as well as the old ones; and then I would have the 
people have the books in their home. 

Question: How can I get the speakers to be short in 
the prayer-meetirgs? 

Mr. Moopy: Be short yourself and set a good ex- 
ample, 





: I am a pastor in a town with about ten 
thousand inhabitants. I cannot get the young men out 
to our meetings. What am I to do? 

Mr. Moopy: The best thing to do is to have a yoké- 
fellows’ band—form the Christian young men into a 
band; suppose there were only three of them, let them 
meet and pray together. The little band will soon grow, 
aud in the course of a few months they will be thirty. 
Let your preaching be short; throw away your manu- 
script and preach right at them. If you see a man is 
gone asleep, make up your mind that you have got to 
close, 

Question: What would you do to get people out to 
hear the gospel preached ? 

Mr. Moopy: Get them out to hear it sung. In that 
way you will get them acquainted with it. Touch it up 
with some little story when you give it out, and before 
you know it you are preaching to them, 
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Question: What is the best book for inquirers? 

Mr. Moopy: Well, the book written by John is about 
the best I have ever seen. 

Question: If a church is sadly in debt would you favor 
a fair? 

Mr. Moopy: I am a sworn enemy to them. I never 
knew one yet but the devil got in before we got through. 
Just conceive for a moment Paul going down to Corinth 
to open a fair. God’s people have money enough, they 
don’t want to go into the world to get it. 

Question: To what extent is it profitable to use the 
talents of Christian women in special efforts? 

Mr. Moony: The women in the inquiry- meetings here 
are of great help. A women’s-meeting is held every day 
at the close of the noon prayer-meeting, and their 
inquiry-room is always nearly full. No one can visit so 
well asa woman. The time is coming when there will 
be ten women missionaries for one we have now. A 
woman can go into the kitchen and sit right down and 
talk with a woman at the wash-tub. The poor woman 
will tell a person of her own sex her troubles, when she 
will not converse with a man. 

Question: How would you get your choir in the front 
of the church when they insist om staying in the rear? 

Mr. Moopy: I’ll tell you how it is done at Northfield. 
They have got an organ in the gallery away far from the 
pulpit. I objected to this, but not only that, I didn’t 
see the object of having singing behind the people. Our 
ears are not put on in the wrorg way. Then I said I’d 
send to New York and get an organ of my own, but they 
consented and moved theirs. 

Question: Should the influence of the Spirit be waited 
for ? 

Mr. Moopy: Our work is to preach Christ. The work 
of the Holy Spirit is to convince men that Christ is the 
Son of God. He will do his work if we will do ours. 

Question: Should a pastor lead a weekly meeting of 
young converts in order to train them in Bible study ? 

Mr. Moopy: A very good thing. We should teach 
them both word and works. In an article written by a 
friend of mine it is asked how is a man to mowif he 
does not sharpen his scythe? What would you say ofa 
man who is always sharpening his scythe? The quickest 
way to train young converts is to put them to work; but 
the word should not be neglected. When the scythe 
gets dull it should be sharpened up again. 

Question: How about fault-fiaders ? 

Mr. Moopy: I would deal with them personally and 
ask them how it is with their own souls. 

Question: How can you make sinners feel their sinful- 
ness ? 

Mr. Moopy: That is God’s work, you can’t do it. 

Question: If a minister or some influential layman 
should object to your working, what then? 

Mr Moopy: I should preach in a cottage or else- 
where. Never force yourself on a people, but if you are 
faithful they will be giad to hear you. 

THE LAST SESSION, 

Thursday afternoon was the last regular session of the 
convention. “ How to get hold of the non-church-goers,” 
was the first topic upon the programme. The discussion 
was opened by the Rev. Dr. Thomas Armitage, of New 
York. He urged that we must go after these persons, 
as Jesus went to seek the lost; we must “ get hold,” not 
simply reach after, attract, or move; we must do this by 
patient labor, and by pressing home the truth in intense 
love. ‘“ Love is always unconventional. It knows no- 
thing about poverty, or class distinctions, or birth, or 
character. Love sweeps away all of these. It is the 
loving, earnest souls that have an influence for good. 
What would you give for the poet apart from the love 
which is in all true poetry, or for the orator who was 
not all in a blaze, or for the sculptor who was not all 
aglow with love? What will a non-church-goer give 
for your endeavors in his behalf unless he knows that 
you love him? If you find a non-church-goer—be he 
skeptical, or a poor man, or an ignorant man, or a sick 
man—bring to him your sympathy, just as the Lord 
Jesus did to all with whom he spoke. It is said that the 
natives of India, when they want to quarry out a stone, 
first take a chisel and run a groove, then they kindle a 
fire in the groove, and last of all they pour in a little 
water, which, becoming heated, causes the stone to ex- 
pand and eventually to burst. This is just what the 
Lord Jesus did. First he grooved right down into the 
hardness of the human heart, then poured in the water 
of his love, and thus gained an entrance and broke it 
asunder.” 

The Rev. Dr. Newton, of Philadelphia, and the Rev. 
Mr. Fletcher, of Dublin, Ireland, followed with brief 
addresses, The former urged the importance of presenting 





to non-church-goers the simple gospel of Jesus. The 
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latter testified to the broad and lasting effects of Messrs, 
Moody and Sankey’s work in Great Britain. Dr. Cham- 
bers, of India, and Dr. Hall, of New York, also spoke 
briefly. ‘‘Our young men: what more can we do for 
them ?” was, for this session. 

THE SECOND TOPIC. 


John Wanamaker, President of the Young Men’s 
Obristian Association of Philadelphia, and Wm. E, 
Dodge, Jr., President of the kindred association in 
New York, were the only speakers upon this subject- 
After their addresses the regular session of the conven- 
tion closed. 


BOOKS AND WRITERS. 
eae A 

Moody and Sankey. An authentic account of their 
lives and services, By Frank 8. Reader. New York: 
E J. Hall & Son.—Lives of these evangelists multiply. 
For none of them are the evangelists themselves res- 
ponsible. Moreover it is not easy to say which of the 
many volumes is the nearest to accuracy. This one, 
however, is unpretentious and seems written in good 
taste. The author’s experience as a newspaper editor 
enables him to say what he wants to without wasting 
words, He is vouched for by the father of Mr. Sankey, 
as the early companion and friend of the singing evan- 
gelist, and from this fact it may be inferred that he tells 
young Sankey’s story correctly. To brief biographical 
sketches of the evangelists are added outline narratives 
of their work, in Great Britain and in this ceuntry up 
to the close of the Philadelphia series of meetings. 





Footsteps of St. Paul. By J R Macduff, DD. Wells of 
Bacx. Thesame. New York: Robert Carter & Bro- 
thers.—Dr. Macduff’s works wear well. Repeated edi- 
tions of them are called for and issued. And this is a 
good sign ; for their spirit is excellent. The Footsteps of 
St. Paul is of a more popular character than Conybeare 
and Howson’s extended work. It is of astyle and char- 
acter to interest the young. It is a good book, in its 
sphere, for the Sunday-school library—good for both 
teachers and scholars. Although the International les- 
sons of this quarter do not touch the life of St. Paul, 
there is much in this volume to throw light on the les- 
sons from Acts. The Wells of Baca brings comfort to 
the sorrowing and bereaved disciple of Jesus. Both 
volumes are in new and attractive binding. (For sale 
by The Presbyterian Board of Publication). 


Sights and Insights: Patience Strong’s Story of Over the 
Way. By Mrs. A. D. T. Whitney. Boston: James R. 
Osgood & Co.—This is a combination of story and book 
of travel, although its principal claim on the reader’s 
attention is in the second capacity. Mrs. Whitney takes 
a number of persons, of whom the most prominent are 
well-known to readers of her previous books, over to 
Europe; and, in the form of letters, their sight-seeings 
and doings are portrayed. Old Europe appears in a 
fresh and vivid light. Of travelers there is no end, but 
of Mrs. Whitneys there are very few. We commend 
the two volumes as being both entertaining and instruc- 
tive. (For sale by Porter & Coates.) 

North-Pole Voyages. By the Rev. Z. A. Mudge. New 
York: Nelson & Phillips—The Methodist Book Con- 
cern seems to have taken in hand the task of popular- 
izing recent travel. Mr. Mudge, who has already pre- 
pared one book of the sort, gives us in the present vol- 
ume a very fair summary of the more recent American 
exploits in the Arctic regions. Prepared with skill and 
good judgment, few books are better liked by honest and 
healthy boys. A volume like this, too, will certainly 
never inspire any truant juvenile with the laudable de- 
sign of following in the footsteps of Hayes and Hall. 
(For sale by Perkinpine & Higgins.) 


Pausanias the Spartan. By the late Lord Lytton. New 
York: Harper & Brothers.—We do not agree with those 
who regard Bulwer-Lytton’s fame as likely to prove very 
ephemeral. To us it seems to have the elements of a 
certain perpetuity. We are therefore indebted to his 
son, the present Lord Lytton, for preserving to the public 
this historical romance, imperfect though it be. The 
book is cold, and classical, and correct ; but, unlike cer- 
tain other works of the author’s, it is pure, and presents 
a strongly-drawn historical picture. (For sale by J. B, 
Lippincott & Co.) 





Illustrated Commentary on The Acts of the Apostles, "By 
the Rev. Lyman Abbott. New York, Chicago, and New 





Orleans: A. S. Barnes & Co.—We hasten to notiee and 








- - 














| 


April 15, 1876.] 





THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


= 





commend this book on its first appearance ; 
for Suxday-school workers will find its 
help very valuable in their study of the 
current quarter's lessons. Mr. Abbott 
combines the accuracy and thoroughness 
of ascholar with the qualities of a popu- 
lar expositor to a marked degree. He 
does not gloss over difficulties of inter- 
pretation, but meets them equarely and 
fairly. The pictorial illustrations of the 
volume are excellent. They are in them- 
selves a valuable commentary on much of 
the text. Maps, a Gazetteer, a Ohrono- 
logical Table, and an Introduction to the 
Book of Acts, enhance the value of the 
work, Indeed we know of no volume of 
like convenient size which would prove as 
serviceable as this in the study of the Acts 
of the Apostles. 





Songs for Little Folks.—By Mrs. W. F. 
Crafts and Miss Jennie B. Merrill. New 
York: Biglow & Main.  Infant-class 
teachers, and parents who sing in their 
homes, have long been asking for a sing- 
ing book for the little people. Their want 
is now met. This neat little singing book 
of 160 pp., is devoted entirely to songs for 
children. The volume contains many of 
the familiar hymns for little ones, with 
action songs; and also, a large number of 
new: productions well adapted to home 
and infant schools. The tone is high, 
pure, and spiritual, and many real little 
gems are there. Tne book contains a very 
valuable letter to mothers and infant-class 
teachers, which constitutes a good intro- 
duction to the use of sacred song among 
the little ones. 





Now is Christ Risen: Poems for Easter 
Tide. Compiled by 8 L W. Boston: 
Henry Hoyt.—There are never too many 
compilations of poems on any special 
theme of Christian meditation, provided 
only they be mada with judgment and 
good taste. This Easter collection comes 
fairly within this rule. It takes a wide 
range, from Giles Fletcher and George 
Herbert to Longfellow and Jean Ingelow. 
Bishop Paddock commends it as “ a vol- 
ume of Easter thoughts—old as the blessed 
word of Him who was the Resurrection 
and the Life, yet now in the choice garni- 
ture of Christian poets.” 


Easter Lilies. New York: A. D. F. 
Randolph & Co,—This is a gem of a book. 
A choice collection of Easter poems, ori- 
ginal and selected, prettily printed and 
daintily bound—or rather tied with white 
ribbon through its red lined pages and its 
illuminated covers. 





PUBLICATIONS RECELVED 


[All books received will be promptly noticed 
under this head, The interests of our readers will 
guide us in making further notice. ]} 


THE Mosarc ACCOUNT OF CREATION, THE MIRACLES 
oF TO-DAY ; (T, hew witnesses to the oneness of 
Genesis and science. 10 which are added an 
inquiry as to the cause and epoch of the present 
inclination of the earth’s axis, and an essay 
upon cosmology. By Charles B. Warring. New 
York: J. W. Sthermuehorn & Co. 


CURIOSITIES OF THE BIBLE pertaining to Scripture 
persons, places, and things. Including prize 
qpestions, enigmas, acrostics, etc. By a New 

York Sunday- school Superintendent. With an 
introduction by J. H Viucent, D.D ag v1 50. 
New York: E. B. Treat. For sale by James G. 
Sample. 


THE First THREE KINGS OF ISRAEL. An introdue- 
tion to the study of the reigns of Saul, David, 
and Solomon. With notes. critical and illus 
trative. By Robert Tuck, B.A. PartIl. Lon 
don: Sunday School Union. New York: Thos. 
Nelson & Sons. 


SYNOPTICAL LECTURES ON THE 


Books OF HoLy 
Scripture. (Third series.) 


Romans-Revelation 


By the Rev. Donald Fraser, D.D. New York 
Robert Carter & Brothers. For sale by The 
Presbyterian Board of Publication. 

THE SHEPHERD'S MANUAL. A practical treatise on 
the sheep. Designed especially for American 
shepherds. 3y Henry Stewart. Lllustrated 
New York: Orange Judd Company. For sale 


by J.B. Lippincott & Co. 


Sirver CasTLeE. A sequel to The Dumb Traitor 


By Margaret E. Wilmer. Price. $1.25 New 
York: The National Temperance Society and 
Fublication House. For sale by Garrigues 
Brothers. 

TRUTHS FOR THK PEOPLE: or, several points in 
theology p ainly stated for beginners. By Wil 
liam §8.Piumer, D.D Price, $1.00. New York: 


American Tract Society. For sale by H. N. 
Thissell. 
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BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


CoucHs AND CoLps.—Those who are 
suffering from Coughs, Colds, Hoarseness, 
Sore Throat, etc., should try “‘Brown’s 
Bronchial Troches,” 





EVERYBODY ought to have a Concord- 
anoce—a large one if they can afford it; if 
not, then the small, cheap one by the 
American Tract Society, with one or more 
references to each verse in the Bible, ex- 
cept the lists of names. It costs 75 cents; 
postage 12 cents. Send to 1512 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. H. N. Thissell, Dis- 
trict Secretary. 


“Five Guass Lanpau—Louver Sys 
TEM.—We can speak of the ‘Gem of the 
Cincinnati Exposition’ without fear of 
exciting jealousy, for it was unique in its 
style and fivish, and admired by all.”— 
The Hub, page 320. 

“ The first fashion-plate (Five Glass Lan- 
dau) in this number, was exhibited by 
Messrs. Crane, Breed & Co. at the Cincin- 
nati Exhibition, and was the finest car- 
riage displayed.”— The Carriage Monthly, 
page 194. 


INTERESTING TO Sowpay-ScHooia. — 
“Crown of Life,” advertised in another 
column of this paper, is said to be meeting 
with unprecedented favor. It is estimated 
over a half million children are already 
singing from it. Among its pages we find 
those beautiful hymns, “ Jesus of Naza- 


reth,” “Whiter than Snow,” “ Kneeling 
at the Threshold,” and many others that 
are as much sought after and sung at the 
great praise and revival meetings. We 
would advise those wanting » new Sunday- 

school book to examine this one before 
purchasing. 


THE soHOLARS qua RYEMLY. 





o CENTS EACH. 


The low price of the 
Scholars’ Quarterly 
(20c. a year) makes 
each number cost but 
five cents. Now is a 
good time to supply 
schools or classes. Sub- 
scribe for one year or 
three months. See 
special advertisement 
elsewhere. 


The highest :rrade of work at 
the lowest price always given, 
Over 800 in use. 
Establislied in 1829. 
Descriptive sheertall | 

| “i tions chee - 
— ficati yor y 


ERG G. Hox & HASTINGS. ‘BOSTON, USA 














** Worthy of a Piace in Every Home.” 





WAKE GOD'S 


PROMISE! 


| ‘While the earth remaineth, seed time and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer 
——____—_—_—- | and winter, and day and night shall not cease."’—Gen. 8: 25. 


brated artist, “Grafton.” 


HUME 
BEAU- 





| Address, 


| A MAGNIFICENT PICTURE, IN WATER-COLORS, after the design of the cele- 


Of this impressive and justiy-beautiful picture a large 
| edition has just been published, in the finest style ¢ of the art. 








OPINIONS OF THE | PRESS. 
“It is remarkable that the softmess and delic: ate tints of the exquisite design should 
be so nicely preserved in the mechauical process. 


“It is indeed a fuc-simile, for a practical eye would find it hard to distinguish the 
copy from the original.” — Cincnnati Guczette. 


“An exquisite fac-simile.”—Cincinnats Ex innath Eaqui-ar. er. 


$6.00 FOR : 


In order to have this **Gem** adorn the walls of every Sabbath-school and home 
in the land, we will send one copy, postpaid, on recei 
former price of this picture, same size and style (19x24 ine 

4a7~ This offer will only be good so long as our edition lasts. 

SPECIAL OFFER.—We will send to all who get up a club of not less than 10 

pictures, and send us $5.00, ONE copy free. 


"— Cincinnati Commercial. 


50 CENTS. 


pe of fifty cents (50c). The 
es), was $6.00. 


WM. M. DONALDSON, Publisher, 


| No. 186 West Fourth Street, CINCINNATI. 


THE AMERIC AN CYCLOPEDIA: A po ular Setenane | 
of general knowledge. ‘APOh by George Rip- 
ley and Charlies A. Dana. Vol. XV: 
Trollope. New York: 


Moopy AND SANKEY. An authentic account of 
their lives and services. By Frank 8S. Reader. 
Price, $1.00. New York: E. J. Hale & Son. For 
sale by Claxton, Remsen «& Haffelfinger. 


By the author of 


Shomer- 
D. Appleton & Co. 


LirrLe Jack’s Four Lk&ssons, 
Sow all the Week, ete. New York: Robert 
Carter & Brothers. Forsale by the Presbyterian 
Board of Publication. 


THE LIFE AND LETTERS OF LORD MACAULAY. By 
his Nephew, G. Otto Trevelyan. In 2 vols. 
Vol. 1. New York: Harper & Brothers. For 


sale by J. B. Lippincott & Co. 


THE CAPTIVITY OF JUDAH. By the author of Pee 
of Day, ete. New York: Robert Carter 
Brothers. For sale by the Presbyterian Board 
of Publication. 


THE Gon. DEN F u EECE, and Zaida’s Note Book. By 
-L : E. New York: Robert Carter & Broth- 
ers. For sale by The Presbyterian Board of 


Publicatic on. 


COMFORT STRONG. By the author of the Win and 
Wear series New York: Robert Carter & Broth- 
ers. For sale*by The Presbyterian Board of 
Publication. 


GREAT EXPECTATIONS. By Charles Dickens. 
30 illustrations by F. A. Fraser 
Harper «& Brothers. 


With 
New York: 
For sale by J. B. Lipp.n- 


cott & Co. 

A POCKET CONCORDANCE TO THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, 
2mo. pp. 235. Price, 75 cents. New York: 
American Tract Society. For sale by H. N. 
Thissell. 

LITTLE FRIENDS AT GLENWOOD. By Joanna H. 


Mathews. New York: Robert Carter & Brothers 
For sale by The Presbyterian Board of Publi- 
cation. 


Now Is Cur1st Risen. Poems for Easter tide. Com 
piled by S L.W._ Boston: Henry Hoyt. For 
sale by Garrigues Brothers. 


A MANUAL ON TH® CULTURE OF SMALL FruITS. By 
E P. Roe. Price, 50 cents. Cornwall-on-the- 
Hudson, New York. 

Visitors’ GUIDE to the Centennial Exhibition and 


Phi ade! Iphia, 1876. Philadelphia: J. B. Lip- 
pincott & Co. 


A CANDLE LIGHTED BY THE LoxD. A life story 
Boston: Henry Hoyt. For sale by Garrigues 
Brothers. 


HEALTH OFFICER’S ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE CITy 
OF PHILADELPHIA. 1875, 


“SPECIAL NO rte ES. 


Drs. STRONG’s REMEDIAL INSTITUTE, Saratoga 
Springs, N. Y., has Turkish, Russian, Sulphur, Hy- 
dropathic, and Electro-Thermal Raths. Pausiiss r 
and other facilities for the cure of Nervous, Lung, 
Female, and Chronic Diseases. For full particu 
lars, send for circular. 


WILBoR's Cop LIVER Or AND Lime.—The friends 
of persons who have bern restored from confirmed 
consumption by the use of this original prepara- 
tion, and the grateful parties themselves, have, by 
recommending it and acknowledging its wonder- 
ful efficacy, given the article a vast popularity in 
New England. The Cod Liver Oil is in this combi- 
nation robbed of its unpleasant taste, and is ren- 
dered d°ubly etiective in being coupled with the 
lime, which is itself a restorative principle, supply 
ing nature with just the agent and assistance re- 
quired to heal and reform the diseased lungs. A. 
B. Wilbor, Boston, is the proprietor. Sold ‘b all 
tnd 


NOODLY PEARLO 


FOR THE 
SABBATH-SCHOOL. 





superintendents should examine this 
beautiful hymn-book before mak 
ing a election. a a@ specimen 
copy, 35 cents. $30 per: 100. 


JOHN a ‘ HOOD, 
Publisher, 608 A.ch Strees, viairsnsens Pa. 


yas 


BY REV. W. F. CRAFTS. 

This new S. 8. Concert Exercise, Scrip- 
tural, Musical, with its 3 Giants ‘for In- 
fant Class and Recitations, makes a 
pleasing Review on Int. Lessons, this 
uarter. 16 pages, price6 cents. Send 
or list of 150 8. 8. Concert Exercises, 
Henry Hoyt, Publisher, 9 Cornhill, Boston. 


ALL ABOUT GARDENING. 


OR Home use and for MARKET, in ROOT’S GAR- 
| DEN MANUAL Contains half as much as $1.50 


books on the subject. Sent postpaid for 10 cents. 
J.B. ROUT, seed Grower, Kockford, Lis, 
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BEAUTIFY YOUR HOMES. 


The beautiful finish and exquisite tone noted is 
steel engravings; their softness and clearness of 
outline, are the result of months and often years of 
the most patient and tedious effort by the most 
skilled hand upon the hardest of surfaces, The 
illustration is produced by cutting into the surface 
of the steel, and the lines so created in a single en- 
graving, almost countless in number, are cut one by 
one by hand and with the greatest precision and 
nicety. The method of printing steel-plate engra- 
vings begins with heating the plate and rolling it 
with ink, until the lines of the plate are all filled. 
The face of the plate is then wiped clean, a moist- 
ened sheet of paper is laid on the plate, and an im- 
pression is taken by forcing it under the cylinder 
of a rolling press. The slenderness of the incised 
lines, the fineness and hardness of the. metal, and 
the peculiar method by which the ink is laid on 

he plate and fixed to the paper, give to prints from 

engravings on steel a sharpness of line, a brilliancy 
of color, a delicacy of tune, and a perspective which 
have won for this branch of art the preference of 
artists. Yet it is a slow and expensive process. The 
engraver may be engaged for years on a plate from 
which but forty perfect impressions can be taken in 
a day. Steel-plate presses cannot be worked except 
by hand, and three hundred impressions is an av- 
erage daily performance. From th.se remarks it 
will be seen that steel-plate engravings cannot be 
rapidly multiplied, and that they must always be 
expensive, while the works of the famous engravers 
who have passed away, the plates they engraved 
worn out, often rise to an almost fabulous price. 
The common prices of modern steel engravings 
range from $5.00 to as high as $50.00, and old and 
rare prints: frequently command many times the 
latter figure, while some of the most famous of the 
original copies in existence are counted by singles. 
Steel engravings are esteemed for purposes of orna- 
mentation in homes of culture next after the best 
paintings. Unfortunately, the mechanical difficul- 
ties under which they are produced prevents them 
from becoming popular. 








THE GRAPHIC PROCESSES. 


It is here that the processes of engraving owned 
by THE GRAPHIC CoMPANY perform an important 
service. These processes, as is well known, do the 
work of engraving by the aid of photography, me- 
chanically, simply, with great rapidity, and almost 
faultless accuracy. By the aid of these processes 
the photographic camera copies each and every 
line of a steel engraving, fixes it on paper suitably 
prepared, and then transferred to the lithographic 
stone. ‘“ This stone,” says De Vinne, in his Inven- 
tion of Printing, “ which is found in its best state 
only in Bavaria, isa variety of slate which faith- 
fully responds in printing to the shghtest touch of 
& graver or crayon, and permits the use of fine 
shades and tints which cannot be produced on 
steel.” The lithographic printing-press produces 
thousands of impressions per day, and by its uses 
and that of THE GRAPHIC processes, while we can- 
not produce a new subject, we can copy and repro- 
duce very cheaply and rapidly any subject that 
has been produced on steel, and can furnish thou- 
sands of faithful copies, although but one copy of 
the original work may be in existence. 

During the past three years THE GRAPHIC CoM 
PANY has been engaged in collecting subjects for 
reproduction, with a view to the sale of copies at 
popular prices. They have invested several thou- 
sands of dollars in the purchase of original steel 
proofs, and have been very successful in obtaining 
a collection of subjects which from their variety 
are calculated to suit every taste. Some of the 
originals in our collection have cost us several 
hundreds of dollars each, and in many cases very 
old and rare copies have been loaned for our use 
by art collectors who could not be induced to part 
with them. 

In reproducing our copies, we have brought into 
use only the best materials. The paper used is of 
the best steel-plate quality. and we have spared no 
pains to make them as perfect fac simi/es as the 
most skilled workmen and the best mechanical ap- 
pliances could provide. The result is a stock of 
engravings which we believe to be unrivaled for 
attractiveuess and variety of subject, ai tistic beauty 
and finish, while the cheapness at which they are 
sold will provide them with purchasers every- 
where. The market has long been overstocked 
with cheap pictures and chromos, which have 
necessarily possessed few claims to artistic merit 
or beauty. The eye needs little training to detect 
what is artisti ally attractive; aud the taste for the 
beautiful ever exists. Therefore the market for 
artistic subjects, when they are to be had at prices 
within the reach of the masses, is practically with- 
out limit. 

We have recently produced an illustrated cata 
logue showing the outline of all our subjects, over 
one hundred of the choicest and most popular en 
gravings. A copy of this catalogue will be sent to 
any address on receipt of 15 cents. 


THE GRAPHIC COMPANY, 
NEW YORK. 





AGENTS WANTED,--Send three-cent stamp for 





particulars, 
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THE SCHULAKS QUARTERLY 





GIVE IT A TRIAL. 


When the best les- 
son help for a scholar 
costs but FIVE CENTS 
for three months, every 
school should be sup- 
plied. Send for the 


SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY 
containing lessons for 
April, May, and June. 
See special advertise- 


a + 


CHOCOLAT ES, 
HOUSE OF 


Walter Baker & Co., 
{780 =stTasuisnen im (78) 


Manufacturers of 


COCOA, CHOCOLATE, AND 
BROMA, 


in all forms known to 
MODERN COMMERCE. 


HIGHEST MEDA!S received at IN- 
TERNATIONAL EXHIBITIONS in 
PARIS, and VIENNA, and at LOCAL 
EXHIBITIONS in all parts of the 
UNITED STAiES. 


NEW SPECIALTY 
BREAKFAST COCOA. 


Bend for Centennial Book to our stores in Boston 
and New York. 





GAKDEN SEEDS, Etc. 
BEREAUTIFUL EVER-RLOOMING 


ROSES 


Lape Fag Ro-es, suitable for immediate flowering 
sent ay mail, aps. Five splendid varie- 
ties, all labeled, $1 12 do. $2.00, 18 do $3.00, 

6 do. $4.00, 35 do. $6.00 For 10 cents eac , ad: 
litional, one Magnificent Premium Rose to eve 
lollar’s worth ordered. Send tor our new GUID 
0 ROSE CULTURE, and choose from over 300 
nest sorts We are the irget R #e-G owere in 
America, and allow purcharers to make ‘her own 
\ tisfaction Guaranteed. Address THE 
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selections, Sa‘ 
DINGEE & CONARD CO., Rose Growers, West Grove. 
Chester Co., Pa. 








1876. DREER’S GARDEN CALENDAR, 1876 
Contains descriptive and peice list of Vegetable 
Flower and Gree Seeds, Plants, Bulbs, Novelties 
and every GARDEN REQUISIT Beautifully il 
lustrated. Send two three cent stamps for postage 
HENRY A. DREER. 714 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 








INSURAN< KE. 





1 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 


OF PHILADELPHIA. 
INOORPORATED 18325. 


876 


Capital, $400,000,00. - - Assets, $1,559,853. 76. 


JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 
WM G@ CROWELL, Secretary 


* ‘ ‘] ‘er Nd ’ 
10 PER CEN'?. NET. 
Impreved Farm First Mortgage Coupon Bonds Guar- 
anteed. We loan not to exceed one-third of the 
value asvertained by personal inspection. In many 
a dhe amen bave never lost a dollar. We pay the 
terest promptly semi-annually in New York. No 
customer of ours ever waited a cay for interest, not 
even d the hardest time that Kansas is likel 
ever to see. Her prosperity is now for certain. Send 
References in every State in the Union 
J. B. WATKINS a CO., Lawrence, Kanras. 
Sei ilactions thronghont the Wert a enegfalty 














AS —The choicest in the world—Im porters’ 
ces—Largest Com in America— 
ple article—pleases everybody - e continu 
ally increasi Agents wanted everywhere— best 
WwW 


inducemen on't waste time—send for Circular to 
ROB'T ELS. 483 Vesey St., N. Y. P.O. Box 1287, 





PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 








THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 
From I to 14 copies, «- - - $2.15 each. 
“ 15t029 * ese 1.90 % 
30 copies and upwards, - 1.65 “ 


To Pastors and Superintendents, who at the time 
of making their subscription, state that they are 
such, $1.65 each. 


(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 





Subscriptions will be received for any portion of 
@ year at yearly rates. 


Additions may be made to aclub at club rates 


only during the month in which it is formed. 


Subscribers asking to have the direction of a 
paper changed should be careful to name not only 
the post-office to which they wish it sent, but also 
the one to which it has been sent. All addresses 
should include both county and state. 


Any person writing to renew either a single or 
club subscription, in connection with which his 
name has not before been known to the publishers, 
will please give the name of the person to whom 
the paper or papers have heretofore been sent. 

Subscribers wishing to introduce THE Timzs to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address. 


Now that the date of expiration ts plainly prinied on 
the yellow address label of each paper or package of 
papers, ti will be necessary for all subscribers to renew 
promplly by the time thus designated or their paper wil 
be discontinued. 





THE SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER § .60. 


This paper is designed to supply superintendents 
with helps,in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access. It is 
published monthly, and will be sent, on receipt of 
its price, only to subscribers of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Times who are pastors or superiniendents, and who, 
when ordering it, state that they are such. 


If a superintendent, who is a subscriber of Tue 
Timzs, desires the help of THR SUPERINTENDENT'S 
Papss, for any member of his school—for example, 
an assistant superintendent or infant-class teacher 
—he can multiply copies of the Papger accordingly, 
to his own address, on payment of the subscription 
price; provided that such extra Papers go only to 
subscribers of THE TIMES. 


Orders for this PaPpER can be flled, only when com- 
ing direct from superintendents or pastors who are sub 
scribers of THER TIMES, 





THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 


100 Copies, one month, - - 8 60 
1000 ls ** one year, . + 7.20 
Less than 100 copies at same rate. 


THE SCHOLARY QUARTERLY. 


100 Copies, three months, - - § 5.00 
100 “ ome year, - - += = 20.00 
Leas thaws 100 copies at same rate. 





ADVERTISING RATES. 


Ordinary Advertisements: Per line (12 lines 
to an inch), for each insertion, 25 Cts. 
Special Notices: Per line (as above), - 30 Cts. 
Reading Matter: Per line leaded), - - 50 Cts. 
DISCOUNTS on the above rates as follows: 
5 per cent. on 4 insertions. 


10 “ ‘ “ 8 “ 
1 “* “ “« WW “ 
0 “ “a “ % “ 
® “ “ * §2 “ 


@@-Copy for Advertisements must be on hand by 
Saturday of the week preceding their issue. 





Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 
Business Manager, 
610 CHESTNUT ST. 
PHILADELPHIA 





The New Yorx Orrice is at the Sunday Schoo) 
Teachers’ Reading Room, 904 Fourth Avenue, Y. 
M. ©. A. Building, 

BP. Waive, Agent. 





FROM OUR NEIGHBORS 


THE BAPTIST SUNDAY 
SCHOOLS. 


(From a historical sermon by Dr Edward Bright, 
reported in The Ex miner and Chronicle.) 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOLS OF THE FUTURE 


AVING accompli«hed so great a work 
in the century past, wh: rein ought 
our institution to do mere for the century 
to come? Church and mission Sunday- 
schools are no lorger seeking a ft othold 
among the recogniz-d agencies of good. 
They are every where received as admirable 
in conception, and benign in most of their 
practical effects. Yet no inteliigent mind 
could be satisfied with the hope that the 
aver:ge church Sunday-+chool of the cen 
tury t is to be the average Sunday 
school of the century to come I ameorry 
to say it, but after a good deal ot practical 
Sunday-school knowledge, and pretty wid+ 
inquiry, I am constrained to believe that 
the institu ion has its most seri us failure 
atthe very point where its success should 
most abound. 


SEARCHING INQUIRIES THAT WILL COME. 


The first and chief dutv of the institu 
tion is so to teach the Kible that those re 
ceiving instruction may know what are its 
fac's and tru hs. he Sunday-school 
scholar is not to be expected to know them 
as the theological student should know 
them Buat}eought so to know them as 
to be able to give a reasonab'y intelligent 
account of the day’s lesson, and something 
like a connected s atement of the leadi g 
facts of the :ife, the history, the gospei, 
the book, in which he has been taught. 
And it is precisely here tha’ the Sunday- 
school has most signally failed to fulfill 
its true mission. At the close of an aversg+ 
church-sch: ol Jet twenty questions be put 
to it, the obj-ct of which should be to Jearo 
from the scholars them elves how the les- 
son of to-d«y, on “ Absalom’s rebellion,” 
is connected with the lesson of last Sunday, 
and with the intervening events, and what 
are the chief fac's of the lesson itself, 
locating them as to time and place—How 
mary of the scholars could answer the 
tweniy q 1estions? 

Where is the fault? Is it in the scrappy 
nature of our International le:sons—dis- 
nosing as trey do of such a life as tnat of 
David in twelve or thirteen short lessons 
and leaving breaks of from three to re ven 
chapters, and from three to eighteen years 
b: tween lessons next to each other, and 
cutting off the lite itself with the sup 
pression of Atsal: ms revolt, leaving tne 
last eight years of David's reign, with such 
events a8 numbering the people, and the 
staying of the destroying angel’s hand at 
thetbreshing fl or of Araunah, unincluded 
in the schetule of lessons? Or is the 
es use of failure to be found in the want 
of apt and intelligent teaching? Or des 
it come fr'm such subdivision of the al- 
lotted h ur and a half as leaves no full, 
undisturbed thirty or forty minutes in 
which the teacher may teach his clas«? 
Or does the fault lie in all of these di- 
rc ions? 





WHAT THE CONCLUSION WILL BE, 


Ivquiries of this charscter are bound to 
awaken earnest and searchirg inquiry on 
the very threshold of the century we are 
entering. If the great mission cf the 
Sunday school is to be 98 8 Eun ce and a 
L: is to the children and youth within its 
reach, the time is at hand when the in‘el 
ligeat, consecu'ive teaching of the B bie 
will stand in the sane relations to the 
growth of a school that the puipit sustains 
to the growth of a corg:egation, Every 
man and woman kaows that in building 
up a church th re is no substitute for the 
instructive and m«gnetic power of a well- 
filled pulpit. With such a pulpit, vitality 
and growth are everywhere So it will 
come to be with our Sunday-schools, 
Their classes will come to be reeognizad 
as made up of LITTLE MEN AND WoMEN 
capable «f being dr+wn and neid bg uner 
om precisely the same principles that the 
men and women of larger growth are 
drawn end held t gether in thrir Sabbath 
public worship. Nob dv would think of 
adopting a complicared system of bok 
and cheap paper di-tribution, as a means 
of filliog up ard holding a Surday con- 
gregstion. Everybody would say, Give 
people the pr aching a d prayer meetings 
that wili instrec: th+ir heads and warm 
their he-rts, and they will provide thir 
~wn b oks and papers. Tois is the Chris 
tian common s nse in use among us, as 
applied to grown-up people, The same 





common sense wll yet be applied to the 
little people of our Sundav-schools, 

The application of it might work dam- 
age to the m«nufacture of, and the de- 
mand for, what is cailed “our Sunday- 
school literature,’ both of the book and 
p-riodical sort. Bit much of this “liver- 
ature” might be spared without loss to 
teacher or scholar, and nothing else would 
more c-r'ainly bring the insti:ation up to 
a higher piane of intell gent and a trec- 
tive teaching, sa for the v achers to know 
that the day of eubsticutes fur such teach- 
ing had gone for- ver. The year’src! edule 
of lessons would be consecutive and com- 
pete; the teaching wuld be with the 
spirit and the uaderstanding also; and 
tte teachers’ haif h. ur or more would be 
as free from the interruptions of hbrary 
and smal paper distribution as is the 
pieacher’s hour in the palpit, If the 
teaching demand«d couid not be had 
with small classes and many teachers, it 
would come with larger classes and fewer 
teachers, 


THE PASTOR THE TEACHER OF HIs 
TEACHERS 


Bat who could so teach the teachers 
that they would be «qual to this | igher 
ad better teaching? Surely it is the 
pastor’s proper and imperative duty te be 
the teacher of his Sunday school teachers, 
and he shouid hold it to be one of his 
holiest and most delightful services thus 
to teach them. I have not much respeet 
for the notion that the pastor is to be the 
recogniz d head of the school, and that 
the church is to be recognizd as the body 
to appoint the teachers. Let the pastor 
give the resources of his head and heart 
on some evening of the week—a lecture 
or preyer-meeting night, if needs be—to 
the great duty of elucidating the lesson to 
be taught on the ensuing Sunday to the 
children and you‘h of his charge, and he 
will be doing the most that can be d ne 
towards elevatirg the instructional char- 
acter of both church and mission-school, 
and of acquiring an influence in them 
worth many times more than ary ‘ ficial 
headship could give him. He wili ba 
doing more. By putting bimself into this 
personal relationship and sympathy with 
the school, the i: flaencs gained will show 
itself nowhere m-re certainly than in 
cvecking and curiog, it may be, the bad 
tendency pow so c»mmon of making atten- 
dance on the Sunday-chool a substitute for 
attendance on the public worship of God. 
What is more sad than to see how few 
boys and yirls. of from seven to fourteen 
vears, are habitually ia the house of Gd! 
I believe, wih a:l my heart, in both 
eburch and mission-schools, Bat it will 
become less acd less clear that even s0 
good a thing as a church Sanday-school 
is worth sustaining at the price of habit- 
ual absence from so grest a diviae ap- 
poiotment as public worship 


RISING TO A NOBLER SERVICE, 


Bat the Sunday-school of the future will 
80 study and protit by the experiences of 
the past as to rise to a nobler service for 
God and the world. Tt mnat be thus be- 
cause of what the children are and the Bible 
is. If the boy is father of the man, and 
the girl is mother of the woman, and the 
tree ix inclined as the twig is bent; and 
if these boys and girls are literally rush- 
ing into manhood and womanh«oi—the 
mighty f+ cta will force Christian men into 
new and deeper convictions of the neces- 
sity of so teaching the Bible that it shall 
mould the character and shape the destiny 
of the gereration toc me. These children 
—these six or seven miliions now in the 
arms of our American Sunday-schools, 
acd thore other millions of children and 
veuth no’ yt brought iato those arms— 
WHAT ARE THEY? [ stand appalled be- 
fure the m-j-«ty of what they are, when [ 
think with what speed they come to take 
into their hands all that is vast and pre- 
cious and holy iu the trusts of home, and 
‘hu-ch, and country! This pulpit, this 
ehurch, and every other pu’ pit and church, 
with «v-ry school a:d ¢ liege and theo- 
logical seminary throughout the nati n; 
aod the nati n itself, with «very placs of 
service and honor in it—how soon they 
are al to pass into the hands of these 
millions of jit'e peop'e, the boys and 
girls whom our Sunday-schools sh uld 
root and g cuad ia what God commands 
them to be and to du! 

N»> sublimer or more imperative mis- 
sion cou'd be « m vitted to men, ard no 
argument could more errnestiy summon 
them to the service «f mu tip'yivg, en- 
\arging and elevating their Sunday schools, 
I. is not enovgh for these schools to see 
that their scholars are converted. Besides 
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— fitted fur heaven when they die 

are to be so taught and trained as to 
be Atted for the work and cares which lie 
between them and heaven. We bave a 
country of vast porsibilities, and no ques- 
tion is more momen ous, in view of the 
multiplied and astounding villainies of 
4 resent political life, than what is to 

e character of the n«xt generation 
of American voters, executives, and legis- 
lators We have a Christianity to per- 
petuate and to propagate at home and 
abroad, and its demands for men and 
means must go on increasirg until the 
whole earth is brought to confees Jesus 
Christ the Lord. Will the next genera- 
tion of Christians prove more loyal to 
God and his truth, more sive, heroic, 
and self-sacrificing in evangelizing enter- 
prises than the men and women of this 
generation? 








AGENTS WANTED. 
‘ i 
$5 10 $20 Re. Srtweox'& co. Fordsad, Me” 


$12 3 a day at home. so Wanted. Outfit and 
rms free. TRUE & CO., Augusta, Me. 


$7 a week to Agents, old and young, male and 
female, in their locality. Terms and outft free. 
dress, P.O. Vickery & Co., ‘Augemta, Maine. 


A WEEK. Agents wanted everywhere. 

AD bx —— fees tama dn and first-class. For 
¢ 

“1 KE NEDY & CO., Richrond, Indiana. 


WORK AND MAN Our new method of in- 


» troducing the Home Guen 
carries seer before ‘it. Our premiums beat the 
world. Don’t be idlea day. Particulars free. Sam- 
ple of paper superbly illustrated with — Moss- 
rose Cross, 10 Cents. J. LATHAM & CO., Wash- 
ington Street, Boston, Maas. 


THE BIBLE ILLUMINATED! 


AGENTS! We have in press, two most RARE 
AND VALUABLE RELIGIOUS WORKS. for 
which we want 




















nts. Circulars with full descrip- 
tion, sent free. Few fy: ~ chances offer to do good 
and make mone Tess, at point nearest you, 
AMERICAN PU LISHING. ‘COMPANY, ford, 
Ct., Cincinnati, O., or Chicago, Ill. 


MOODY AND SANKEY 


Recommend our new feature of the B | BLE 
with the CONCORDANCE, etc., 
just published, adapted for teachers, scholars, and 
families, contabning Old and New Testaments, and 
a full, concise, and well-arranged Comcordance, 
giving over 30,000 reiereuces, on every important 
text and —- in the Scriptures. The only perfect 
ondex pubi . Sample, ty mail, $2.00. Send ior 
circular, wa fuil cuecteee, ec. 
A Ene wnted. Liberal terms. Rare chance, 
ah as these Bibles will sell fast. Address, 
Quaker City Publisning Co., 217 Quince 8t., Phiiada. 


Pleasant and Profitable Employment. 

* Beautiful!” “Charming!” “Oh, how lovely!” 
“What are they worth,” etc. Such are the exc 
mations of those who tee the large, ——— new 
chromos produced by the European anu American 
Chromo Publishing. Co, Every on will want 
them. It requires no talking to sell the pictures, 
they ak for themselves. Canvassers, agents 
and lad.es and gentlemen out of em Ss will 
find this the best opening ever o to make 
money. For full particulars, send stamp’for confi- 
dential circular. Address, F. GLEASON & CO., 
738 butane Street, Boston, Mass. 


go FREE TICKET 


0 Philadelphia and RETURN; 


good for all sam- 
mer. From any point in U. S. east of Utah. 
AG ENTS Above R. R. Ticket (it also ad- 
mits to Centenniai Grounds) 
and $10 cash a day easily earned canvassing 
for our paper, pi tures, &c. Anybody can do it. 
Particulars free. Send address on postal 
To receive copy of paper aon, send 6 cts. Ad- 
; THE ILLUSTRATED WEEKLY, 
No. 11 Dey St., New York, 





























NkKW BOOK FOR THE 1,000,000 
UR WESTERN BORDER 

ae Hundred Years Ago. 
A Graphic History of the Heroic Epoch of Ameri 
can Border Life. Its thrilling conflicts of Red and 
—n foes Exciting Adventures, Captivities, For- 
ys, Scouts, Pioneer women and boys. Indian war- 
paths, Camp life and Sports. A book for Old and 
oung. Notadull page. No competition. Enor- 
} sales. Agents wanted eve a Circulars 
Address, J. C. McCURDY & CO., 26 S. Seventh 

Street, Philadelphia, Gaak 


The GREATEST SPLLING CRNTFNNTAL BOOS is 
: us 


s 2 
JU 

AS LL Wee Buu 2S, eoling Ui UU Luswiy Bld gOv- 
ernment, varied soil and climate, vast mountains, 
lakes, rivers, great cities and manufactures, wealth 
in min+rals, iuternal improvements, free schools, 
wondertul achievements, agriculture, commerce, 
finances, curicsities, etc. A splendid view of 
this mighty Yankee nation, richly illuas- 
trated. Noth'ng like it ex ant. Large size, low 
rice. Agents wanted quickly. Terms ea-y. A‘- 
, HUBBARD BROS , 723 Sansom street, Phila 


5 Address Car¢s for 15c. penn “a list 0 of all st; 
wi.h o.der. G B. Uliman, Winter St., Boston, 
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95.00 TO “gi0.00 A paY 
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ern ert made at home, by male er fe- 
FIRE K male agents, selling the EN-« 
ALLIBLE FIRE KUNDL for 


ans Wood or Coal Fires without shav- 
Kindling Woo Twenty fires made at the 
cost of onecent. Nothing so good for ex- 
terminating worms or caterpillars from 
Forty diplomas awarded by 
State and Counties. Sole« ontrol of a town 
or county to one agent. Bompies mailed 
for 5ocents. Address R. P. SMITH, Cor. 
Elm and Pearl Streets, New Albany, ind. 


fruit trees. 
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THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 


MUSICAL PUBL! CATIONS 


MUSICAL PUBLICATIONS. 





IT COSTS 


but five cents for each 
scholar, to supply 
schools or classes with 
The Scholars’ Quar- 
terly for three 
months. The Second 
Quarter contains the 
lessons for April, May 
and June. Tryit. See 
full advertisement 
elsewhere. 


EDUCATIONAL. 


EST CHESTNUT STREET INSTITUTE 
Ne. 4036 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, 
Bore, YOU G@ LADIES. 

Day School is deligh’ 
ate dio We Piladel nn S. combines advan- 
\— ~= of both city and country, For circulars 
references address the Principal. Mrs.). A. BOGARDUS 


ELOCUTION >vetxe CENTENNIAL 
National School of ELOCUTION and OBATUBY. 
1418 Chesinat St., Philada. 

For Cle en, pk bon Teachers, Business 
men, and all ci astes of anced Students. Atten- 
tion to Conversation and Oratory, as well as to Vo- 
cal Culture, Reading and Recitation. Chartered 
March, 1875. Grants diplomas. Both sexes ad- 
mitted, Spring term opens April 24. ae term 

ns a 3. Send for caialogue. J. W. SHOE- 

MAK Ek, A.M., Principal. 


YOUNG MEN AND ADULTS 


Can attend the World’s Fair at Philadelphia, and at 
the same time acquire a good education. fitting 
them for business, at Urittenden’s commer- 
cial College, which is open all summer, and is 
among the best organized a..d most lar; rgely attended 
in this country. Students are received at any time; 

















and as they ars a. limited to set hou s, have ample 

portunity to visit one of the grandest Exhibitions 
the For «ir: ulars and infor- 
& Gneassaee, Prinzpal. 


world has ever seen. 
mation, 











FIRE PROOF, 
BURGLAR PROOF, 
DWELLING HOUSE 


SAFES. 


MARVIN'’S SAFE CO. 


721 Chestnut St., 
PHILADELPHIA. 
265 Broadway, 
NEW YORK. 
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CHURCH ORGANS. 


ay 





re J | 
reece I a 


(Established 1846.) 


J. ESTEY & CO. 


Brattleboro, wt. 
niall Send for Illustrated Catalogue. 


PHILADELPHIA WAREROOMS 
FOR THE SALE OF 


ESTEY COTTAGE ORGANS & ARION PIANOS, 
1308 CHESTNUT STREET. 
E. M. BRUCE & CO. 








BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Established in 1837. 

Superior Beils of Copper end Tin, mounted 
with the best Rotary Hangings, fer Churches, 
Schools, Farms, Factories, Court-houses, Fire 

larms, Tower Clocks, ete. Fully Warranted. 











Ilustrated Catalogue sent Free. 
Vaaduzen & Tift, 102% 104 E. Second St., Cin. 
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For Sunday Schools. 


By W. A. Oepex, author of New Silver of which 
over 500,000 have been sold. Nearly every en copy 
examined brings an order for a supply. $3.60 per dosen. 
Specimen copy, 35 cts. M@™” Specimen pages to ail. 


KI N G of Day-School and Ju- 
venile Singing Books. 
** Just what we have long wanted,’ is the praise from 


every direction. $5 per dozen. Ask pea bookseller 7 
or send 80 ots. for sample copy. men pages free: 


NTHEM CHOI 


The most popular work extant for open- 
ing and closing choir service, also con- 
vention use. $10.50 per dos. Sample 


copy 61. S@™ Specimen pages free. 


W.W.WHITNEY, TOLEDO, O. 
NEW PUBLICATIONS 


BIGLOW & MAIN 


— —— e+ + 


For Sunday Schools: 


A collection or entirely 
AND 






LOWRY and DOANE, 
has already become 


BEST A GREAT FAVORITE 


Price, in Boards, 35 cts. ; $30 per [00 copies. 


For Primary Classes and Homes: 


A beautiful collection of popular 
— Songs for Little Children, compiled 
OR from the best sources, by 


LITTLE Mrs. Crafts and Miss Merrill. 


uld be in every home and 
FOLKS school ‘for little ones in the land. 


Price, in Boards, 35 cts. ; $30 per 100 copies. 


GB Lither book sent by mail, in paper cover, on 
receipt of twenty-five cents. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, Publishers, 
76 East Ninth Street, New York. 
91 Washington Street, Chicago. 


| Gospel Songs by PP. Blas. 


For Sunday-Schooils, P -meetings and Devotional 
y . Hae = eg ing 








This unrivaled collection, contains Hoid the = 
Done,” Almost Persuaded, 
Nine, More to Follow, Only an Armor p mma ~~ 
with al/ of Mr. Bliss’s late and < -— m 
r 100 copies; by mail >. Tore sale 
res,or can be procured of 
= 


JOHN CHURCH & CO., Cincinnati, Ohio. 


“Mooty & sankey song Book” 


Is now used everywhere. Every family should 
have it. Price, in Boards, $30 per 100 copies; by 
mail, 35 cents. 


a@- Either Book sent by mail on receipt of price. 


JOHN CHURCH & OH & 00. » Cincinnati, Ohio. 


THE CHOICE. 


FOR SINGING SCHOOLS & CONCERTS. 
By McGRraNAHAN AND OAS. 

Bar-A Wide-Awake Book for Wide-Awake Teachers 
Contains a novel elemen course, and a GRAND 
COLLECTION OF MUSIC. THE CHOICE is the work 
of experien > and is the most successful Con 


vention Book in the field. Price, $7.50 dozen; by 
mail, 75 cents. 


PUBLISHED BY 


JOHN CHURCH & OO., 
CINCINNATI, © 


® ROBINSON'S « 
ymn & Tune Bon 


QNGS FOR THE SANCTUA ARY 


por CHOIRS AND CONGREGATION 


seek ysADYMNS 8 Sones 


FO Nafone. 
~ Pine , 2 SPIRI ru sion . 


a CHAPEL SONGS, © 





THE SOCIAL genet Sar 
pos... bage- terms ae a 
err AS. BARNES 2 COMPAN 
‘Sew York , Chicago & New Me. 


Popular Music Books 


BELLAK’S Analytical Method 


for Piano [75 cents). is an easy, at- 
trac ive, and pleasant method for the fint 
six months at the Piano. 


GETZE’S School for Parlor 


Organ ($29.50) Immensely popular. 
About 70,000 copies now in use, 


Centenn‘al Collection of Nat'onal Songs, 


The most brilliant compilation of Patriotic Son 
exta;t. The National Airs of america, Enplan 
Scotland, Wales, Ireland, France, Spain, Italy, 
poe ay 4 Denmark, Germany, Austria, and Russia, 
are in 


Price in Paper, 40¢ ; Boards, 50¢; Cloth, 75c. 
~ | MASON & HOADLEY’S Method 


for Beginners ($3.00), is a hand- 
some, complete, well-arranged Inatruc- 
tion Book for the Pianoforte. 


| German Four-Part Songs, for 


| Mixed Voices ($1.50). A rich treas- 
- of most excellent music for Societies, 


OLIVER DITSON & CO. 
BOSTON. 
©. H. Ditson & Co.,|J. E. Ditson @ Co., 
‘it BROADWAY, SUCCESSORS TO LET & WALKER, 
New York. Philadelphia. 


























PERIODICALS. 


SUPERINTENDENTS. 


THE LABOR OF LOVE. 


A Gospel Monthly, finely fllustrated, is just th 
for your cehoske, 18 sents a J tao oa 
per copy—for 10 or more copies to one eaaiee 


THE FOOD FOR THE LAMBS, 


Published four times each month, each number 
has four beautiful pages well illustrated for the 
very little fellows. 


cents per copy, postage d, for 10 or more 
copies to one address. gs 


BACK NUMBERS. 


The Labor of Love. 
No date, fresh and nice, postage paid, $1.25 per 


The Food for the Lambs. 
Back numbers, no date, 50 cents per 100. 
Address the Publisher, 

EDWIN A. WILSON, Springfield, Ills. 
SPECIMEN COPY FREE. 


MISCELLANEOUS, 


MODEL PRESS 


























cent od Oo D ore; for 0 profuscly ilue- 
trated atalogue and 
Price List, Pontitled. “How te 
Print.” J. W. Daveuapar & 
Co., Mfrs. and Dealers in Ty, 
and ——e Material, 434 whe Se 
Walnut Street, Philadelp 


THE FUNNIEST — 


And most amusing Mechanical 
Toy ever invented. Will make 
rs laugh if 78 paves laughed 
fore. The Chinaman and 
White man enalans in mortal 
combat. Operate on any floor. 
For sale by all toy-dealers, or 
sent pot gd to any address, 
for 25 cen 
RICHARDS’ MANUFACTURING co. 


Chicago, iil. 


NO EXCUSE NOW FOR BEING LATE. 


“TIME 18 MONEY!” 


Accurate and Reliable 


pCHIRTY 


HOUR CLOCKS. 
aFOR $2.00. 


THE “SAINT NICHOLAS C€ ay is a 
detsuched lever excapement time pete. of careful 
construction. QUALITY GUARANTEED. Novel, 
tasteful. and attractive in style, and in every respect 
an article of superior excellence. 

Tt will ran in any pesition,. and will be 
of fa] value to the traveler. They are suitable 
for the Library, the Family Roum, the Dining Room, 
the sleeping Ruom, the Shop, the Store, the saloon, 
and the Cabin. 

The cut represents the “St. Nicholas” at one-fifth 
the actual size. Sent by mail, postpaid, on recelpt 
of price. S$. B. JEROME & CO.. New Haven. Conn. 


Drs. Strone’s REMEDIAL oe cong = Susatege 
Gpciog N. Y., has Turkish, Russian, Sulphur, pos 
ethic, and Eleciro-Thermal Baths raweliars 
oo other facilities for the cure o Nervous, Lung, 
Female and Chronic Dikeases. For full particu- 











lars, send fur circular. 
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ae CONFECTIONERY. ; 





CROFT’S 
COLT'S-FOOT ROCK-CANDY, 
COUGHS and COLDS. 


CROFT, WILBUR & CO., 
Manufacturers of Confections and Chocolates, 
1226 MARKET STREET, PHILA, 


AKRw PUBLAGATIVNSA. 


TO CHRISTIAN LABORERS. 


Pastors, Superintendents, Sunday-school Teach- 
ers, Young Men's Christian Associations, and all 
earnest workers, are invited to this list of invalua- 
ble helps, by 

ANNA SHIPTON. 
Asked of God. Se. ret of the Lord. 
Wayside Service. Watch Tower. 
Cottage on the Rock. Folluwing Fully. 
Waiting Hours. Promise and the Promiser. 
Price, per vol.: Cloth, 75c ; I). Peper Covers, 25c, 


By RKV. W. E. BOARDMAN. 
Higher Christian Life. | He that Overcometh. 
Cloth, $1. 0 each; Stiff Cover, $1 0: each. 
Answers to Prayer; or, Dorothea Trudell. Cloth, 
$1.0; Ill. Paper Cover, 50c. 
Blood of Jesus. Cloth, 4% ; Ill. Paper Cover, 20c. 
Mailed, prepaid, on receipt uf price. 


THE WANDERER’S RETURN. 
By Rev. W. M. CRAFTS, 

This new Service and Exercise. rcriptural and 
Musical, with its pledge. is adapted to Reform 
Ciubs, Sunday-schoo!s, Churches, and all Temper- 
ance Societies. Sample mailed for 3 cents. 100 
copies mailed, postpaid, for $1.0u. 


CENTENNIAL S. 8. LIBRARIES. 


No.1. 650 vols., 18mo., uniformly bound, weil il- 
lustrat, d, good paper. Sold only in sets,and in a 
neat case. Redu ed from $26.30 to $16.00, net. 

No.2. 50 vols., 16mo., en, oS 

le. good per, fuliy illustr-ted. any o e 
books $1 00, $125, and $1.50 each, retail. In neat 
wooden case. Reduced from $51 75 to $26 00. net. 
Sold only in sets. Kare bargains. Forwarded at 
expense of parties ordering. 

ull catalogues mailed on application. Send for 
lst of 150 Sunday-school Concert Exercises. 


HENRY HOYT, 9 Cornhill, Boston, Mass, 


ATTRACTIVE BOOKS 
By Mrs. E, E. BoYD. 
LILY'S LOOKING-GLASSES. 50 cts. 
THE LIITLE SLATE-PICKER. 60 cts. 
MARY MORNE AND HER FRIEND. 7 cts. 
JACK BRYSON. 9 cts. 
FARMER BURT’ A true story. 90 
PAUL LORING; ¢ | rae LADDER. 
STONES AND DIAM te 
THN LITTLE YELLOW JACKET SERIES. In 
five vols. $3.75, comprising 
Two LITTLE YELLOW-JACKETS, ONCE UPON A TIME, 
Bia Dors anpd LitrLe Dots, Tue P. D. 8., 
THE ( OBBLER AND HIS Ross. 


THE CHILDREN’S SPEAKER AND ANNIVER- 
BARY GEM. 65cs. 
Any of the above volumes sent by mail, postpaid. 
on receipt of the price, 
There is a purity, simplicity, and directness, as 
weil nepuin abow Seaman this author, which 
make books highly attractive to tue young. 


ALFRED MARI 1eN, Pobiisher, 
21 Sou ‘h Seveuth Street, Philadelphia. 


“NEW | 


SABBATH SCHOOL BOOKS 


. PUBLISHED BY THE 


erian Board of Publication, 


1334 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADA. 


©ON GIBBS’ ENEMY. 4 Capital Tem- 
-= ; . By Mrs. 4. K. Dunning. I6mo. 
1.26. 


WORD PICTURES. Six Books in a Box. 
$2.10. 

ALICE DUNBAR. A Story of the Times of 
John Knox. Price 60 cents. 

MR. WARNER’S HOUSEHOLD. Price 55 
cents. 




















THE DAWN OF LIGHT. A Story of the 
Zenana Mission. Price 65 cents. 


THE PEDDLER OF LA GRANGE. By 
Martha Farquharson. Pri 


ce 55 cents. 
Please address orders to 
JUUN A. BLACK, 
Resi a ieee natin 





A COURSE OF READING for Sunday- 
school Teachers has lately been issued by the 
Pennsylvania Sabbath-school Association, and ear- 
nestly recommended to all teachers as very help- 
ful. Among the volumes recommended is a very 
valuable one, entitled THE BIBLE HAND- 
BOOK, by Dr. Angus, published in Philadelphia, 
by Al Martien, and sent by mail, poot- 
paid, for $3. 

INE BRISTOL VISITING CARDS. 
25, with your name beautifully printed, 
sent by return mail, on receipt of 10 cts. and 
Z3cent stamp. I have 70 kinds of cards,a 
list of <4 with samples, of 65 styles of 
printing and agents’ price list, will be sent 
with each new order; and I make the above 
offer, as I wish to introduce my cards into 
every family. 5 packs, 5 names, to one address 
for 5@ cts. You will want more when you get 
the first lot. “More than pleased,” “ Never 
was 80 well suited before,” are almost unani- 
mous expressions, I employ expert and skillful 
printers, and furnish the best of work, and printed 

one million cards in Dee. 1875, Write name 
town, and state plainly. Address W.C. CANNON, 

Kneeland Street. Masa. 





THR SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY, 


THLE BEST LESSON HELP PUBLISHED 
EVERYBODY LIKES IT 

















— 





Although the first number of THE ScHoL- 
ARS’ QUARTERLY was issued only in January 
of this year, it has rapidly gained a large cir- 
culation, extending already to every State in 
the Union. 


Wherever it goes it makes friends. It is 
considered by those who have tried it the 
most complete scholars’ help published. 
Nearly all who at first sent for specimen 
copies have since ordered a full supply—for 
their schools or classes. The second number 
(for April, May, and June) is nearly ready. 
This will be, in many points, an improve- 
ment on that for the First Quarter. Sub- 
scribers wishing to receive it in good season 
should send in their orders early in March. 


For the benefit of those who have not yet seen Tue ScHonars’ 
QuantERcy, the following bajadigeseription of it is given— 


. WRAT IT Is. 


It is a collection of the lessofi of each three months, with a quar- 
terly review chart and outline for the thirteenth Sunday, bound in 
small quarto form with strong paper covers. Brief explanatory notes 
are furnished to aid the scholars in their study. With the Scripture 
text of each lesson, marginal references are given, and the pronuncia- 
tion of proper names is indicated. It contains a map specially prepared 
for the quarter’s lessons, also a compact Bible Dictionary with the 
needed explanation of terms and description of persons, places, and 
customs. 

For each quarter, a Responsive Review Exercise is added, which 
includes selections from the lessons, golden texts, and related passages. 
This can be used at the quarterly review, or in opening and closing the 
regular sessions of the school. In this latter use it forms an uninter- 
mitting survey of the line of study through the whole quarter. 

THE QUARTERLY is printed on good paper in distinct type. It 
avoids on the one hand the crowded page of the question book; and 
on the other the fragmentary character of the lesson leaf. 

A skilled teacher writes of THE QUARTERLY as follows: 

“T like it exceedingly, and what is better yet my boys like it. 
They say they can do a good deal more with the lessons than before, 
and certainly there has been an increase in study and Bible knowledge 
since THE QUARTERLY came. I knew it would be good, but it is better 
than I really thought it would be. - I wish every scholar in the country 
could have it.” 

Others write : 


“T have just received Tae ScHoLars’ QUARTERLY, and it has given 
such satisfaction that Iam requested by our teachers to order more.” | 

““The copies sent me last week are highly valued by the class. 
They are the neatest, and most or and convenient in form of any 
aids to the scholars in studying the lesson, that I have yet seen.” 

“« We are so much pleased with them that we have decided to order 
100 copies of them for the scholars.” 

“Tue ScHotars’ QuaRTERLY is just the thing. Send to my address 
25 copies for one year. You may hear from me again with another 
order.” 

“THE ScHOLARS’ QUARTERLY is all that can be wished for.” 

“ THe ScHOLARS’ QUARTERLY takes wherever it is introduced.”’ 


The best way of judging of the merits of THe QUARTERLY is to 
send for a copy. 


100 Copies, one year, - - $20.00. 
PRICE. 100 % three menths, 5.60. PRICE. 
Single Copies, one year, - 20. 


Published at the oflice of Taz Sunpay Scnoot Timus. Address, 
JOHN D, WATTLES, Business Manager, 619 Chestnut St., Philad’a. 





NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


A.S. BARNES & CO. 


PUBLISH 





I. 
Lyman Abbott on the Acts. 

A popular illustrated commentary to accompany 
the current series of Sabbath-school lessons. So 
many effective aids for the study and illustration 
of the Scriptures have never before been offered 
within such moderate compass, 264 pages, Svo, 
cloth, beveled. $1.75, postpaid. 


Dale on the Atonement. 
The Theory and Fact of the Atonement profoundly 
considered. Popular edition. 500 pp., 12mo, cloth, 
beveled. $2.00. 


The Advisory Council of 1876. 


Official Stenographic Report of the Proceedings 
and Resuit. 8vo. Price, $2; paper, $1.25, postpaid. 

Dr. R. S. Storrs’s Sermon on CO.WG@RE- 
GATIONALISM, reviewing the Result of 
Council. 8vo, paper, 20 cents. 

The Result of Council discussed with Letters 
of Drs. Bacon and Dwight, etc. 4to, paper, 15 
cents, 

The Council of 1874. Proceedings in full. 
$2.00. 

Iv. 


President Finney’s Memoirs. 

“The most fascinating religious biography I ever 
read.”—Rev. Lyman Abbott, “ What a fiery John 
the Baptist he was!’"’—Rev. R. S. Storrs, D.D. “A 
wonderful volume it truly is.’—Rev. T. L. Cuyler, 
D.D. ‘The reading of this book has stirred our 
blood.” —Rev. T. Dewitt Talmage. Price, $2, post- 
paid. Half calf, $3.50. 


111 and 113 William §&t., New York. 
113 and 115 State St., Chicago. 


BOOKS EVERYWHERE APPROVED 


The $500 Prize Books, 21 vols., $28 75. The $1,000 
Prize Series, 16 vols. $24.50. The Pansy Books, 14 
vols.. $17.62. And above 400 other Choice Books 
for Youth and for Sunday-schooi Libraries. 

PUBLI HED BY 
D. LOTHROP & €O. Boston. 

Attention is iuvited to ‘he — comme: dation 
they have received from the religious and literary 
pres. Catal gues free. Books forwarded postpaid 
on receipt of catalogue prices. 








MISCELLANEOUs: 


ATOWN LOT (25 x 100 ft.) GIVEN AWAY! 
Unconditional! in Mineral City, Grayson 
County, Texas, Send Circulars. AGENTS WANT- 
ED. Address, Ohlo, Ky. 
206 RACE STREET, 








& Texas Land Co. 
CINCINNATI, O. 





——— THE very large sale of the EUREKA 
MacHINE Twist is not a matter of 


YTD: surp: ise, for it proves exactly as rep- 
MACHINE resented every time. It is reliable 
in ev: ry respect. Length, strength, 


and quality guaranteed. 





BEAUTIFUL 


FLOWERS 


Delivered free of cost oes mail at your door. Splen- 
did assortment of ROSES, six for $1.00, thirteen for 
$200. Send for New Uescripiive Catalogue of Piants 
gratis. me@peDi Rs, Bates., & ‘Rhee M as, 

Oherry Hill Nurseries, West Chester, Pa. 


ISAAC K. WRIGHT & SON, 


LEIGH COAL 
ONLY. 


OFFICE—No. 124 South Second St., Philade’ phia. 


YARDS ! American St., below Oxford, N. P. R. R. 
‘ ~ (818 owanson Street, above Queen. 





MAGIC LANTERN SLIDES 


International §. §. Lessons, 


Specially prepared with LECTURES avd EX- 
PLANATIONS,. Include Hymns, Readings, 
Golden Texts, exquisite and peony illustrations. 
Best quality. Each Quarter, shdes, $25. Sets 
for first and second quarter now ready; other two 
in preparation. Fuli catalogue free. Address, 
BENERWAN & WILSON, 
Publishers, and Largest Slide Dealers in America, 
No. 116 SN. Seventh Sireet, Phila. 


sash Nae KAN re Weg 
Zp | ae 8 A: 1 
PSURUC MAINTE io. 
ESTABLISHED 18538. 
Of the latest and most beautiful designs, and all 
other slate work on hand or made toorder. Fac- 


tory and Salesrooms, No. 1210 RIDGE AVENUE. 
WILSON & MILLER. Philadelphia. 


GAN 





Have put their Reofing on the Agricultural Hall, 

and Shoe and Leather Buildings, on the Cr nten 

nial Grounds. It gives emtire satisfaction to 

the commissioners. Send for samples and circulars 
PENN KOOFING CGuU,, 

107 8S. Second St., Philadelphia, Pa. 











